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	2004 United States - Ukraine Awards for Excellence in Teaching
English and American Studies
Administered by American Councils for International Education: ACTR/ACCELS, with a grant from the

Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs of the U.S. Department of State in collaboration with the United 

States Embassy to Ukraine and the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine


Dear Colleague,

The U.S.-Ukraine Awards for Excellence in Teaching (TEA) is an educational exchange program sponsored by the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs of the U.S. Department of State (ECA/DOS) and is administered in Ukraine by American Councils for International Education:  ACTR/ACCELS (American Councils) with support from the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine.  

Professional Development Program

Seventeen National Finalists will be invited to participate in a professional development seminar in the United States in summer 2004.  The program includes a one-week orientation program in Washington, D.C., which provides an introduction to U.S. education and culture and the opportunity to visit historical and cultural sites.  Following the orientation is an intensive seven-week program hosted by a U.S. university, where teachers will exchange experience and further develop their skills in teaching English and American Studies.  National winners participate in a three-day teaching conference with over 150 participants from eleven countries, also held at a U.S. university.  Costs for tuition, travel, accommodations, and a modest stipend are provided by the program.  National winners may also apply to host a U.S. teacher in their home community and school for two weeks in October, 2004.

Ninety-five Regional Finalists will receive an award valued at up to $200 from a set list of teaching and professional development materials.  Their schools will receive awards valued at up to $2,000 from a set list of equipment of teaching materials.  A school can receive only one set of awards per year, regardless of the number of its teachers chosen as regional finalists.  No cash awards will be given.

Once you are certain that you meet the eligibility requirements listed below, you must complete and submit one version of the application in English ALONG WITH TWO PHOTOCOPIES OF THE COMPLETED APPLICATION to the American Councils office nearest you no later than December 15, 2003, 17:00. 

Eligibility Requirements:

· Citizens of Ukraine;

· Currently teaching English or American studies in a secondary school in Ukraine (grades 5-11);

· Have at least three years teaching experience;

· Intend to continue teaching in a secondary school located in Ukraine during the subsequent two academic years;

· May not have spent more than 30 days in the U.S. on a U.S. government-funded program; 

· Graduated from a university, pedagogical institute, or teacher training institute; 

· If selected as a Regional Finalist (Round Two Finalist) in the TEA program a fourth time, after having won in three consecutive years, candidates may apply and  be considered for participation in the professional development seminar in the U.S.; however, both teacher and school will not be eligible to receive a Round Two prize.

· Previous TEA National Finalist (Round Three winners) who participated in the professional development seminars in the United States are not eligible to reapply.

The Application Package:

The Application Package consists of three sections: Biographical Questions; Essay Questions; and Recommendations.  When answering the essay questions, it is important that you provide as much detail as possible and concrete examples.  Please urge the people giving recommendations to provide as much detail as possible and concrete examples, as well, in order to provide selection committees with as much information as possible.  Answers should be typed or NEATLY hand-written.  Illegible applications cannot be considered.

Additional materials such as student work, hand-outs, etc. should not be included with your application.  Material that requires technical equipment, such as videotapes, will not be reviewed by the selection committee and should not be included.  Nothing submitted can be returned to the applicant.
Check List:

Before you submit the application package, carefully review the checklist below:

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Pages 3–9 of the application, completed in English;

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Sign the Certification and Agreement portion of the application located on page 9;

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Three recommendations; one completed and signed by a former student, one by a colleague, and one by a supervisor or teacher trainer.  If the recommendations are not completed in English, an accurate translation must be submitted with the original.  The translation does not need to be certified, but should be clearly marked as a translation;
 FORMCHECKBOX 


Two additional copies of the completed application, including copies of the recommendations and any supplementary materials.

Selection Criteria:

Throughout the competition, all applicants will be judged according to the following criteria:

· Ability to teach English and American Studies

· Innovation in teaching

· Awareness of diversity and pluralism

· Professionalism

· Leadership

The Competition:

	Round 1
	Once submitted to American Councils, your application will be evaluated by a regional nomination committee consisting of U.S. and Ukrainian education specialists.  If selected by the committee as one of the best teachers of English and American studies in your region you will be designated a Regional Nominee and, your application will be entered into the regional competition, and you and your school will receive recognition (a certificate and plaque).



	Round 2


	A national selection committee comprising both Ukrainian and U.S. education specialists will be convened to review applications.  Ninety-five applicants will become Regional Finalists, and be invited to an American Councils office for a 30-40 minute interview in English.  In order to receive a prize for themselves or for their school, teachers must participate in an interview with program representatives, and present proof of their employment at school.  The program will pay for travel costs associated with attending interviews.



	Round 3


	Regional Winners will advance to the national competition, where a third selection committee will consider both applications and interview results in selecting National Finalists who will travel to the United States.




Contact Information

Candidates should submit their completed application packages to the appropriate American Councils office below:

	Office:
	Address:
	Phone/Fax:
	E-mail:

	Kyiv
	vul. Melnykova 63, Kyiv, 04050
	phone: (044) 246-8221

                     246-8222

fax:      (044) 246-8220
	tea@americancouncilskyiv.org.ua

	Dnipropetrovsk
	prosp. Karla Marksa 35, korpus 5,

kim. 31, Dnipropetrovsk,  49044
	phone/fax:

           (0562) 45-23-40
	accels@email.dp.ua

	Kharkiv
	Maidan Svobody 7, Hotel Kharkiv, korpus 1, kim. 278, Kharkiv, 61022
	phone: (0572) 45-62-78

fax:      (0572) 17-56-06
	general@americancouncils-kharkiv.org.ua

	Lviv
	vul. F.Lista 4, Lviv, 79000
	phone/fax: 

            (0322) 97-11-25
	general@americancouncils.lviv.ua

	Odesa
	vul. Staroportofrankivska 26, kim 60, Odesa, 65091
	phone/fax:

            (0487) 32-15-16
	general@americancouncilsodesa.org.ua


Web: http:// www.americancouncilskyiv.org.ua
We look forward to receiving your application and wish you every success!
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This application is free of charge and may be photocopied.


