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NATO Allies Share Vital Interest in Stabilizing Afghanistan  

Trans-Atlantic advice essential to shaping new South Asia strategy  

10 March 2009                                                                                                            

By David McKeeby, Staff Writer                                                     

Washington ï America and its NATO allies share ña 

vital security interestò in forging a common, 

comprehensive approach to stabilizing Afghanistan, says 

Vice President Biden.  

ñThe deteriorating situation in the region poses a security 

threat, from our perspective not just to the United States, 

but to every single nation around this table,ò Biden told 

members of the North Atlantic Council, the 26-nation 

allianceôs principal body, March 10. ñIt was from that 
remote area of the world that Al-Qaida plotted 9/11. It 

was from that very same area that extremists planned 

virtually every major terrorist attack in Europe since 

9/11, including the attacks on London and Madrid.ò  

 
An Italian medic from the NATO-led peacekeeping mission 
provides care in Afghanistanôs Herat province. ƶ 

 
Afghan men bring children for treatment at a German field 
hospital in Feyzabad. Ƹ 

 

A Hungarian gunner looks at the traffic while patrolling the 
streets of Pol-e-Khomri (225km/140miles, north of Kabul), 
Afghanistan. The Hungarian Army leads the Provincial 
Reconstruction Team (PRT) to secure the Baghlan province 

since Sept. 2006. Ƹ 

http://www.america.gov/st/peacesec -english/2009/March/20090310152603idybeekcm0.1687891.html&distid=ucs   

http://www.america.gov/st/peacesec-english/2009/March/20090310152603idybeekcm0.1687891.html&distid=ucs
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GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS 
 

OPTIONS FOR DEPLOYING MISSILE DEFENSES IN 

EUROPE. Congressional Budget Office. February 2009. 09AD668 

 

As part of ongoing efforts to protect the United States and its allies 

from attack by ballistic missiles, the U.S. Missile Defense Agency 

(MDA) is working to deploy a missile defense system in Europe to 

ñdefend allies and deployed forces in Europe from limited Iranian 

long-range threats and expand protection of [the] U.S. homeland.ò As 

proposed, the system would be in the field by 2013 and would include 

interceptor missiles in silos to be built in Poland, a tracking radar in 

the Czech Republic, and another radar at an unspecified location near Iran.  
http://www.cbo.gov/ftpdocs/100xx/doc10013/02 -27-MissileDefense.pdf 
[PDF format, 84 pages] 

 

 

PROGRESS TOWARD SECURITY AND STABILITY IN 

AFGHANISTAN; Report to Congress in accordance with the 2008 

National Defense Authorization Act. DOD, January 2009 

 

Against a backdrop of reinstated safe havens in Pakistan for al-Qaida, 

and increasing violence, the U.S. continues to work with the 

Government of the Islamic Republic of Afghanstian (GIRoA) and our 

international partners towards building an Afghanistan that is 1) never 

again a safe haven for terrorists and is a reliable, stable ally in the War 

on Terror; 2) moderate and democratic, with a thriving private sector 

economy; 3) capable of governing its territory and borders; and 4) respectful of the rights of 

all its citizens. The U.S. continues to pursue a comprehensive counterinsurgency (COIN) 

campaign which utilizes the military, government, and economic expertise of the U.S. and the 

international community to diminish insurgent capacity, maintain security, and build the 

infrastructure and human capital necessary to achieve the Afghanistan envisioned in the 

strategic goals listed above. The current COIN strategy is often referred to as ñclear, hold, 

and build.ò 
http://www.defenselink.mil/pubs/OCTOBER_1230_FINAL.pdf 
 

 

REVIEW OF DEPARTMEN T COMPLIANCE WITH PRESIDENTôS EXECUTIVE 

ORDER ON DETAINEE CONDITIONS OF CONFINEMENT . Department of Defense, 

February 2009. 

 

The Secretary of Defense tasked a special DoD team to review the conditions of confinement 

at Guant§namo Bay Naval Base, to ensure all detainees there are being held ñin conformity 

with all applicable laws governing the conditions of confinement, including Common Article 

3 of the Geneva Conventions,ò pursuant to the Presidentôs Executive Order on Review and 

Disposition of Individuals Detained at the Guant§namo Bay Naval Base and Closure of 

Detention Facilities, dated January 22, 2009. The Review Team conducted 13 days of 

investigation on site that included more than 100 interviews with JTF-Guant§namo 

leadership, support staff, interrogators, and guards, multiple announced and unannounced 

inspections of all camps during daylight and night operations, reviewed numerous reports, 

video, discipline records, and observed many aspects of daily operations. Collectively, we 

http://www.cbo.gov/ftpdocs/100xx/doc10013/02-27-MissileDefense.pdf
http://www.defenselink.mil/pubs/OCTOBER_1230_FINAL.pdf
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talked to a number of detainees and observed detainee activities, including enteral feedings 

and interrogations. The review Team also solicited a sampling of opinion, studies, and 

published works, which reflected the perspective of detainees and other concerned interest 

groups, many with recommendations to improve detention conditions.  
http://www.defenselink.mil/pubs/pdfs/ REVIEW_OF_DEPARTMENT_COMPLIANCE_WITH_PRE
SIDENTS_EXECUTIVE_ORDER_ON_DETAINEE_CONDITIONS_OF_CONFINEMENTa.pdf 
 

 

HARD LESSONS: THE IRAQ RECONSTRUCTION 

EXPERIENCE. Special Inspector General for Iraq Reconstruction. 

Web posted February 2, 2009. 09AD516 

 

The Office of the Special Inspector General for Iraq Reconstruction 

(SIGIR) reviews the Iraq reconstruction experience from mid-2002 

through the fall of 2008. Like SIGIRôs previous lessons learned reports, 

it is not an audit. Rather, it arises from the congressional mandate to 

provide ñadvice and recommendations on policies to promote 

economy, efficiency, and effectivenessò in programs created for Iraqôs 

relief and reconstruction."  

http:/ /www.sigir.mil/hardlessons/pdfs/Hard_Lessons_Report.pdf [PDF format, 378 pages] 

 

 

DIRECTOR BLAIR HIGHLIGHTS GLOBAL THREATS TO THE NATION. Office of 

the Director of National Intelligence. February 12, 2009. 09AD589 

 

The statement outlines the most significant global security threats facing the nation. 

Recognizing that global threats comprise a diverse set of issues and factors, Director Blair 

framed the analysis by identifying key areas of risk, concern and opportunity that could have 

direct effects on the quality of life and security for Americans. The hearing also marked the 

first occasion where the Director, the leader of the nationôs Intelligence Community, was the 

sole witness providing comprehensive analysis from all 16 intelligence agencies. 

http://www.dni.gov/press_releases/20090212_release.pdf  [PDF format, 2 pages] 

 

 

NATIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE PROTECTION PLAN: 

PARTNERING TO ENHANCE PROTECTION AND RESILIENCY. 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security. February 2009. 09AD639 

 

The plan provides the unifying structure for the integration of a wide range of 

efforts for the enhanced protection and resiliency of the nationôs into a single 

national program. 

The goal of the Plan is to build a safer, more secure, and more resilient 

America by preventing, deterring, neutralizing, or mitigating the effects of 

deliberate efforts by terrorists to destroy, incapacitate, or exploit elements of 

our nationôs infrastructure and to strengthen national preparedness, timely response, and rapid 

recovery of it in the event of an attack, natural disaster, or other emergency. 

http://www.dhs.gov/xlibrary/assets/NIPP_Plan.pdf   [PDF format, 188 pages]. 

 

 

http://www.defenselink.mil/pubs/pdfs/REVIEW_OF_DEPARTMENT_COMPLIANCE_WITH_PRESIDENTS_EXECUTIVE_ORDER_ON_DETAINEE_CONDITIONS_OF_CONFINEMENTa.pdf
http://www.defenselink.mil/pubs/pdfs/REVIEW_OF_DEPARTMENT_COMPLIANCE_WITH_PRESIDENTS_EXECUTIVE_ORDER_ON_DETAINEE_CONDITIONS_OF_CONFINEMENTa.pdf
http://www.sigir.mil/hardlessons/pdfs/Hard_Lessons_Report.pdf
http://www.dni.gov/press_releases/20090212_release.pdf
http://www.dhs.gov/xlibrary/assets/NIPP_Plan.pdf


Embassy of the United States of America  ǐ Public Affairs Section 

 

 

Page 11 of 48 

 

SECURING, STABILIZING, AND DEVELOPING PAKISTANôS BORDER AREA 

WITH AFGHANISTAN. U.S. Government Accountability Office. Web posted February 

23, 2009. 09AD633 

 

Since 2002, destroying the terrorist threat and closing the terrorist safe haven along 

Pakistanôs border with Afghanistan have been key national security goals. The United States 

has provided Pakistan, an important ally in the war on terror, with more than $12.3 billion for 

a variety of activities, in part to address these goals. As the United States considers how it 

will go forward with efforts to assist Pakistan in securing, stabilizing, and developing its 

FATA and Western Frontier bordering Afghanistan, it is vital that efforts to develop a 

comprehensive plan using all elements of national power be completed and that continued 

oversight and accountability over funds used for these efforts are in place.  

http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d09263sp.pdf  [PDF format, 61 pages] 

 

 

EMBASSY CONSTRUCTION: ADDITIONAL ACTIONS ARE 

NEEDED TO ADDRESS CONTRACTOR PARTICIPATION. U.S. 

Government Accountability Office. Released February 17, 2009. 

09AD613 

 

To provide safe and secure workplaces for overseas posts, the 

Department of State (State) has built 64 new embassy compounds 

(NEC) and other facilities since 1999, has 31 ongoing projects, and 

plans to build at least 90 more. In 2007, State reported the U.S. 

contractor pool for building NECs had reached its limit and proposed 

legislation to amend the criteria to qualify for NEC awards. State has made several recent 

efforts to encourage contractors' participation in the NEC program. While these changes 

address some contractor complaints, their full effects may not be apparent for a number of 

years. 

http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d0948.pdf   [PDF format, 70 pages]. 

http://www.gao.gov/special.pubs/gao -09-47sp  Supplement [HTML format, various paging] 

 

 

HUMAN CAPITAL : OPPORTUNITIES EXIST TO BUILD ON RECENT PROGRESS 

TO STRENGTHEN DODôS CIVILIAN HUMAN CAPITAL STRATEGIC PLAN. U.S. 

Government Accountability Office. February 2009. 09AD569 

 

Having the right number of civilian personnel with the right skills is critical to achieving the 

Department of Defenseôs (DOD) mission, according to the report. With more than 50 percent 

of its civilian workforce, about 700,000 civilians, eligible to retire in the next few years, 

DOD may be faced with deciding how to fill numerous mission-critical positions, some 

involving senior leadership. The National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) for Fiscal 

Year (FY) 2006 requires DOD to develop a strategic human capital plan, update it annually 

through 2010, and address all the requirements. GAO reviews DODôs standing.  

http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d09235.pdf   [PDF format, 60 pages]. 

 

 

  

http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d09263sp.pdf
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d0948.pdf
http://www.gao.gov/special.pubs/gao-09-47sp
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d09235.pdf
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BROADCASTING TO CUBA: ACTIONS ARE NEEDED TO IMPROVE STRATEGY 

AND OPERATIONS. U.S. Government Accountability Office. January 2009. 09AD542 

 

For more than two decades, the U.S. government has been broadcasting to Cuba to break the 

Cuban governmentôs information blockade and promote democracy in Cuba. Over this 

period, questions have been raised regarding the quality and effectiveness of these broadcasts. 

The U.S. Government Accountability Office analyzes documentation related to strategic 

planning, audience research, oversight, and operations and interviewed officials from BBG, 

BBGôs International Broadcasting Bureau (IBB), OCB, State, and other agencies. 

http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d09127.pdf  [PDF format, 59 pages]. 

 

 

FOREIGN RELATIONS OF THE UNITED STATES, 1969 -1976, VOLUME E-14, 

PART 1, DOCUMENTS ON THE UNITED NATIONS, 1973-1976. Office of the 

Historian, U.S. Department of State. January 5, 2009. 09AD369 

 

The Department of State has released the latest publication in the sub series of the Foreign 

Relations series that documents the most important decisions and actions of the foreign 

policy of the administrations of Presidents Richard M. Nixon and Gerald R. Ford. The 

volume documents United States Government decision making concerning food policy, 

population control, and womenôs issues. It also covers matters pertaining to representation in 

the United Nations and related international bodies, as well as other United Nations-related 

issues during the Nixon and Ford administrations.  
http://www.history.state.gov/historicaldocuments.xq?volume=frus1969 -76ve14 
[HTML format, various paging] 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d09127.pdf
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CONGRESSIONAL  DOCUMENTS (HEARINGS, REPORTS, ETC.) 
 

IRAQ: U.S. CASUALTIES. Congressional Research Service, 

Library of Congress. Susan G. Chesser. Web posted February 2009. 

09AD558 

 

The casualty data was compiled by the Department of Defense (DOD), 

as tallied from the agencyôs press releases. Table 1 provides statistics 

on fatalities during Operation Iraqi Freedom, which began on March 

19, 2003, and is ongoing, as well as on the number of fatalities since 

May 1, 2003, plus statistics on those wounded, but not killed, since 

March 19, 2003.  

http://assets.opencrs.com/rpts/RS21578_20090129.pdf [PDF format, 2 pages] 

 

 

FOREIGN AID: AN INTRODUCTION TO U.S. PROGRAMS AND POLICY. 

Congressional Research Service, Library of Congress. Curt Tarnoff and Marian L. 

Lawson. February 10, 2009. 09AD578 

 

Foreign assistance is a fundamental component of the international affairs budget and is 

viewed by many as an essential instrument of U.S. foreign policy. The focus of U.S. foreign 

aid policy has been transformed since the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001. The report 

provides an overview of the U.S. foreign aid program. Due largely to the implementation of 

two new foreign aid initiatives, the Millennium Challenge Corporation and the HIV/AIDS 

Initiative, bilateral development assistance has become the largest category of U.S. aid. In 

FY2008, the United States provided some form of foreign assistance to about 154 countries. 

http://assets.opencrs.com/rpts/R40213_20090210.pdf  [PDF format, 39 pages]. 

 

 

ISRAEL AND HAMAS: CONFLICT IN G AZA (2008-2009). 

Congressional Research Service, R40101, Library of Congress. Jim 

Zanotti et al.  Web posted January 29, 2009. 09AD488 

 

On December 27, 2008, Israel launched a major military campaign 

dubbed Operation Cast Lead against the Palestinian Islamist militant 

group Hamas in the Gaza Strip in order to counter Palestinian rocket 

fire and, more broadly, to significantly weaken all aspects of Hamas 

rule in Gaza. On January 3, 2009, Israel began a ground offensive into 

Gaza intended to eliminate Hamasôs willingness or capability to launch 

rockets at Israeli towns and cities. Although the ground attack might endanger its rule in 

Gaza, Hamas may welcome it in the hopes of miring Israeli forces in close-quarters combat to 

strip away their advantages in technology and firepower and in hopes of heightening 

perceptions that Palestinians are being victimized.  

http://assets.opencrs.com/rpts/R40101_20090115.pdf  [PDF format, 37 pages]. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
 

PLANNING GUIDANCE FOR RESPONSE TO A NUCLEAR DETONATION: FIRST 

EDITION. Office of Science and Technology Policy, Executive Office of the President. 

Web posted January 29, 2009. 09AD496 

 

It is incumbent upon all levels of government, as well as public and private parties within the 

United States, to prepare for any nuclear detonation through focused nuclear attack response 

planning. Nuclear explosions present substantial and immediate radiological threats to life. 

Local and State community preparedness to respond to a nuclear detonation could result in 

life-saving on the order of tens of thousands of lives. 

The guidance provides emergency planners with nuclear detonation-specific response 

recommendations to maximize the preservation of life in the event of an urban nuclear 

detonation.  

http://www.afrri.usuhs. mil/outreach/pdf/planning -guidance.pdf  [PDF format, 97 pages] 

 

 

THE U.S. AND NATO 
 

VICE PRESIDENT BIDEN VISITS NATO TO CONSULT WITH ALLIES ON 

AFGHANISTAN (March 10, 2009) 

 

On March 10, Vice President Joseph Biden visited NATO Headquarters in Brussels to 

consult with NATO Allies on Afghanistan and Pakistan to ensure their views help inform the 

strategic review ordered by President Obama. In his opening remarks to the to the North 

Atlantic Council, which is the principal forum for NATOôs 26 member states, Vice President 

Biden said he came to listen and added, ñWhat we want to learn is what your countries 

believe are working, what you think is not working, how we can do a better job in stopping 

Afghanistan and Pakistan from being a haven for terrorists. And the United States believes 

that we share a vital security interest in meeting that challenge.ò 
http://www.america.gov/st/peacesec -
english/2009/March/20090310152603idybeekcm0.1687891.html&distid=ucs  
 

 

NATO FOREIGN MINISTERS MEET IN BRUSSELS (March 5, 2009) 

 

On March 5, in her first visit to NATO Headquarters in Brussels, Secretary Clinton joined 

Allied Foreign Ministers for informal talks to discuss a broad range of issues, including the 

situation in Afghanistan and NATO-Russia relations. At the meeting, NATO Ministers 

agreed to resume the NATO-Russia Council as not just a forum to discuss areas where the 

Allies and Russia agree but to also address subjects of strong disagreement. On Afghanistan, 

Secretary Clinton called for a high-level international conference to map strategy for 

Afghanistan and said Pakistan would be part of the talks. 
http://www.america.gov/st/peacesec -
english/2009/March/20090305155054dmslahrellek0.7486688.html?CP.rss=true 
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THINK TANK PUBLICATIONS 
 

AMERICAN ENTERPRISE INSTITUTE 
 

TEAM OBAMA'S ANTI -ISRAEL TURN. By John R. Bolton. Published in the New York 

Post,  AEI, March 13, 2009 

 

The Obama administration is increasingly fixed on resolving the "Arab-Israeli dispute," 

seeing it as the key to peace and stability in the Middle East. This is bad news for Israel--and 

for America. In its purest form, this theory holds that, once Israel and its neighbors come to 

terms, all other regional conflicts can be duly resolved: Iran's nuclear-weapons program, 

fanatical anti-Western terrorism, Islam's Sunni-Shiite schism, Arab-Persian ethnic tensions. 

Some advocates believe substantively that the overwhelming bulk of other Middle Eastern 

grievances, wholly or partly, stem from Israel's founding and continued existence. Others see 

it in process terms--how to "sequence" dispute resolutions, so that Arab-Israeli progress 

facilitates progress elsewhere.  

 

The Mideast "peace process" is the ultimate self-licking ice cream cone--its mere existence 

being its basic justification. Pursuing this talisman has long characterized many European 

leaders and their soulmates on the American left. The Mideast "peace process" is thus the 

ultimate self-licking ice cream cone--i ts mere existence being its basic justification. 
http://www.aei.org/publications/filter.all,pubID.29535/pub_detail.asp  
 

 

THE NORTH KOREAN PARADOX AND THE SUBVERSIVE 

TRUTH. American Enterprise Institute for Public Policy Research. 

Andrei Lankov. ASIAN OUTLOOK, March 3, 2009. 09AD685 

 

Lankoy says North Korea must be transformed from within. Neither 

sanctions nor direct engagement will work. What is needed is an effort 

to increase contacts between North Korea and the outside world 

through cultural and educational exchanges and through economic 

cooperation that exposes North Koreans to South Koreans and their 

vastly better way of life. Further, the author believes increased radio 

and video penetration combined with support for defectors who can aid the transformation 

when the Kim Jong Il regime ends will also be necessary. 

http://www.aei.org/docLib/20090303_0123913AOLankov_g.pdf [PDF format, 5 pages] 

 

 

INDOCTRINATION OF THE REVOLUTIONARY  GUARDS. By 

Ali Alfoneh. AEI Online.  MIDDLE EASTERN OUTLOOK, No. 2, 

February 2009 

 

The Iranian political leadership has used clerical commissars and 

ideological indoctrination to maintain civilian control over the Islamic 

Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC). But examination of its 

indoctrination infrastructure and training material reveals that rather 

than keep out of politics, the IRGC has repudiated its own 

indoctrination and now encourages the officer corps to intervene 

http://www.aei.org/
http://www.aei.org/publications/filter.all,pubID.29535/pub_detail.asp
http://www.aei.org/docLib/20090303_0123913AOLankov_g.pdf
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politically. The IRGC's political indoctrination effort now trains new cadres, loyal first and 

foremost to the IRGC, to direct the Islamic Republic. 
http://www.aei.org/publications/pubID.29424/pub_detail.asp  
 

 

THE MYTH OF THE (BUSH) IMPERIAL PRESIDENCY. By 

Gary J. Schmitt. AEI Online. NATIONAL SECURITY OUTLOOK, 

No. 1, January 2009 

 

How will President Barack Obama view his powers once in office? 

Certainly, the majority of his supporters have argued that President 

George W. Bush abused the office's powers and expect Obama to take 

a more modest view of his authority. Yet, in times of war, when U.S. 

security is threatened, presidents typically push their executive 

powers forward. This is something the Founders surely understood. 

While Bush could have been more skillful in making the case for his policies and in his 

dealings with Congress, he did not exceed his authority.  

Turn to most any political science book on American government or legal casebook in 

constitutional law, and the impression  
http://www.aei.org/publications/pubID.29190/pub_detail.asp  
 

 

ARMS CONTROL ASSOCIATION 
 

ARMS CONTROL TODAY , March 2009 

  

Features 

¶ The Smallpox Destruction Debate: Could a Grand Bargain 

Settle the Issue? 

 Jonathan B. Tucker  

¶ Complete Cutoff: Designing a Comprehensive Fissile Material 

Treaty 

 Arend Meerburg and Frank N. von Hippel  

¶ Five Plus Three: How to Have a Meaningful and Helpful Fissile 

Material Cutoff Treaty 

 Christopher A. Ford  
http://www.armscontrol.org/epublish/1/v39n2  
 

 

THE ATLANTIC COUNCIL OF THE UNITED STATES (ACUS) 
 

BEYOND CLOSING GUANTANAMO: REBUILDING A 

TRANSATLANTIC PARTNERSHIP IN INTERNATIONAL 

LAW . ACUS, March 2009 

 

In one of his first acts as president, Barack Obama signed an 

executive order closing the Guantanamo Bay prison camp within a 

year. According to a new paper published by the Atlantic Council, 

Beyond Closing Guantanamo, this is a step in the right direction, but 

the new U.S. administration should undertake several additional 

measures aimed at restoring the United States as a leader in the 

http://www.aei.org/publications/pubID.29424/pub_detail.asp
http://www.aei.org/publications/pubID.29190/pub_detail.asp
http://www.armscontrol.org/
http://www.armscontrol.org/epublish/1/v39n2
http://www.acus.org/
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international legal system. 
http://www.acus.org/files/publication_pdfs/3/Closing%20Guantanamo%20Transatlantic%20I
nternational%20Law%20Atlantic%20Council.pdf 
 

 

NEEDED: A COMPREHENSIVE U.S. POLICY TOWARDS 

PAKISTAN. A Report by the Atla ntic Council. Honorary Co-

Chairs: Senator Chuck Hagel, Senator John Kerry. ACUS, 

February 2009. 

 

Pakistan faces dire economic and security threats that threaten both 

the existence of Pakistan as a democratic and stable state and the 

region as a whole, John Kerry and Chuck Hagel told the Senate 

Foreign Relations Committee. Given the tools and the financing, 

Pakistan can turn back from the brink. But for that to happen, it needs 

help now. Such a reversal demands far greater and more urgent support and assistance from 

the international community in general and the United States in particular. And it needs to be 

based on focused policy changes and disciplined implementation by the Pakistan government, 

with adequate oversight to ensure that Pakistan can do the job.     
http://www.acus.org/files/publication_pdfs/65/PakistanReport.pdf  
 

 

BROOKINGS INSTITUTION 
 

DAMASCUS, JERUSALEM, AND WASHINGTON: THE 

SYRIAN -ISRAELI RELATIONSHIP AS A U.S. POLICY ISSUE. 

Itamar Rabinovich, Charles and Andrea Bronfman Distinguished 

Visiting Fellow, 2007-2008, Saban Center for Middle East Policy. 

The Brookings Institution, March 2009 

 

The Obama Administration and Israelôs new government will most 

certainly take a fresh look at Middle Eastern diplomacy. The Israeli 

government will have to decide whether it wants to proceed with the 

Syrian negotiations, in what fashion, and to what end. It will have to 

integrate such decisions into a larger strategy that will address the other core issues of Israelôs 

national security policies: its relationship with the new U.S. administration, how to address the 

Palestinian issue, and what to do about Iranôs quest for regional hegemony and a nuclear arsenal. 
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/papers/2009/03_syria_israel_rabinovich/03_sy
ria_israel_rabinovich.pdf 
 

 

HUGO CHAVEZ: A LAME DUCK NO MORE. Brookings Institution. Kevin Casas -

Zamora. February 18, 2009. 09AD609 

 

Having just celebrated his first decade in power, Venezuelaôs President Hugo Chavez is here 

to stay. On February 15, he achieved a famous victory in the referendum that he had called to 

scrap the term limits that would have forced him to relinquish power in 2012. The length and 

severity of the current economic downturn, and the ability of the opposition to coalesce 

around a credible leader, will largely determine whether Chavez will ride on to another 

victory in 2012.  

http://www.brookings.edu/opinions/2009/0218_chavez_casaszamora.aspx  [HTML format] 

http://www.acus.org/files/publication_pdfs/3/Closing%20Guantanamo%20Transatlantic%20International%20Law%20Atlantic%20Council.pdf
http://www.acus.org/files/publication_pdfs/3/Closing%20Guantanamo%20Transatlantic%20International%20Law%20Atlantic%20Council.pdf
http://www.acus.org/files/publication_pdfs/65/PakistanReport.pdf
http://www.brook.edu/
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/papers/2009/03_syria_israel_rabinovich/03_syria_israel_rabinovich.pdf
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/papers/2009/03_syria_israel_rabinovich/03_syria_israel_rabinovich.pdf
http://www.brookings.edu/opinions/2009/0218_chavez_casaszamora.aspx

