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Global Coordination Can Stop Pirates 
Ǘɺɭɸʅɿʀɿ ʀɱɸɸ Ǚɻɺɳɾɱɿɿ ɭɾɹɵɺɳ ɯɾɱʃɿ ɵɿɺ́ʀ ɺɱɯɱɿɿɭɾɵɸʅ ʀɴɱ ɭɺɿʃɱɾ 

 

Stephen Mull, a senior adviser to the State  
Department, told members of Congress that the United States 
ǎŜƴǎŜǎ ŀ άƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳǎέ ǘƻ Řƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƻ 
counter piracy. He said the United States hopes to achieve 
enhanced regional capacity to deal with the problem τ training 
and equipping regional coast guards, coordinating coastal and 
naval exercises, and pooling surveillance information. 
 

The regional approach, Mull said, has proven successful in 
combating piracy in the Straits of Malacca and could be 
applied to other maritime challenges, such as smuggling, 
trafficking in persons and responding to natural disasters. 

 
The United States plans to convene a meeting of more than 30 
international partners, called the International Contact Group 
on Piracy, in coming weeks. It will press countries to refuse 
ŎƻƴŎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǇƛǊŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŦǊŜŜȊŜ ǇƛǊŀǘŜǎΩ ǊŀƴǎƻƳǎΦ !ǘ ǘƘŜ 
ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ƴŜȄǘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΣ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǿƛƭƭ 
push more countries to prosecute pirates, according to Mull. 
 

 AP PHOTOS 

FULL ARTICLE: 

http://www.america.gov/st/peacesec-english/2009/May/20090501133050akllennoccm0.918255.html  

http://www.america.gov/st/peacesec-english/2009/May/20090501133050akllennoccm0.918255.html


Embassy of the United States of America  ǐ Public Affairs Section 

 

 

Page 2 of 36 

 

 

ON THE COVER (clockwise): 

 
 
The American ship, the Maersk Alabama, whose captain remains 
held hostage by Somali pirates, arrives in Mombasa, Kenya, with the 
19 remaining crew members aboard, Saturday April 11 2009. Capt. 
Richard Phillips is still being held in the lifeboat hundreds of miles 
from land. U.S. warships are nearby monitoring the situation. The 
U.S.-flagged ship was attacked by Somali pirates firing automatic 
weapons Wednesday but its unarmed crew locked themselves in a 
secure room and then overpowered one of the pirates.  
(AP Photo / Sayyid Azim) 
 
 
In this photo taken on Monday, May 4, 2009 and released by South 
Korea's Joint Chiefs of Staff, South Korean snipers on a helicopter 
aim at a pirate ship about 37 kilometers (23 miles) south of Aden 
port in Yemen. A South Korean navy warship has rescued a North 
Korean freighter by driving away a pirate ship chasing it off Somalia.  
(AP Photo/ South Korea's Joint Chiefs of Staff, HO) 
 
 
This Monday, April 13, 2009 photo provided by the U.S. Navy on 
Tuesday, April 14, 2009 shows a team from the amphibious assault 
ship USS Boxer towing the lifeboat from the Maersk Alabama to 
Boxer to be processed for evidence after the successful rescue of 
Capt. Richard Phillips. Phillips was held captive by suspected Somali 
pirates in the lifeboat in the Indian Ocean for five days after a failed 
hijacking attempt off the Somali coast.  
(AP Photo/U.S. Navy, Petty Officer 2nd Class Jon Rasmussen) 
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GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS 
 

NATIONAL COUNTERTERRORISM CENTER 2008 REPORT ON 

TERRORISM. 30 April 2009 

Approximately 11,800 terrorist attacks against noncombatants occurred in 

various countries during 2008, resulting in over 54,000 deaths, injuries 

and kidnappings. Compared to 2007, attacks decreased by 2,700, or 18 

percent, in 2008 while deaths due to terrorism decreased by 6,700, or 30 

percent. As was the case last year, the largest number of reported terrorist 

attacks occurred in the Near East, but unlike previous years, South Asia 

had the greater number of fatalities. These two regions were also the 

locations for 75 percent of the 235 high-casualty attacks (those that killed 10 or more people) 

in 2008. 

Terrorist use of kidnappings for ransom increased significantly in 2008. The number of 

kidnappings in South Asia during 2008 rose by 45 percent, although kidnappings worldwide 

remained about the same. The number of kidnappings in Pakistan rose sharply by 340 percent 

and in Afghanistan by about 100 percent, while in India the number rose by 30 percent. 
http://wits.nctc.gov/ReportPDF.do?f=crt2008nctcannexfinal.pdf 
 

 

MEASURING STABILITY AND SECURITY IN IRAQ . Report to 

Congress. U.S. Department of Defense March 2009 

In summary, the political, security, economic, diplomatic, and rule of law 

trends in Iraq remain generally positive, though key challenges remain. 

With the conclusion and the implementation of the SFA and SA, this 

reporting period witnessed significant steps toward the development of a 

U.S.-Iraq strategic relationship, setting the stage for long-term cooperative 

efforts as Iraq continues to develop as a stable partner in the region. At the 

same time, continued reductions in violence have afforded Iraqis an 

environment in which political and economic development can occur, and the peaceful conduct 

of provincial elections in January 2009 was an indicator of progress. In accordance with the 

SA, the ISF have assumed primary security responsibility for 

Iraq and continue to improve their operational and tactical capabilities, although still relying on 

U.S. combat support enablers. 
http://www.defenselink.mil/pubs/pdfs/Measuring_Stability_and_Security_in_Iraq_March_2009.pdf 
 

 

MILITARY POWER OF THE PEOPLEôS REPUBLIC OF CHINA. 

ANNUAL REPORT TO CONGRESS 2009. Office of the Secretary of 

Defense, March 2009 

Beijing publicly asserts that Chinaôs military modernization is ñpurely 

defensive in nature,ò and aimed solely at protecting Chinaôs security and 

interests. Over the past several years, China has begun a new phase of 

military development by beginning to articulate roles and missions for the 

PLA that go beyond Chinaôs immediate territorial interests, but has left 

unclear to the international community the purposes and objectives of the 

PLAôs evolving doctrine and capabilities. Moreover, China continues to promulgate 

incomplete defense expenditure figures and engage in actions that appear inconsistent with its 

declaratory policies. The limited transparency in Chinaôs military and security affairs poses 

risks to stability by creating uncertainty and increasing the potential for misunderstanding and 

http://wits.nctc.gov/ReportPDF.do?f=crt2008nctcannexfinal.pdf
http://www.defenselink.mil/pubs/pdfs/Measuring_Stability_and_Security_in_Iraq_March_2009.pdf
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miscalculation. The United States continues to work with our allies and friends in the region to 

monitor these developments and adjust our policies accordingly. 
http://www.defenselink.mil/pubs/pdfs/China_Military_Power_Report_2009.pdf  
 

 

INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY WORKERS GIVE THEIR EMPLOYERS HIGH 

MARKS FOR JOB SATISFACTION AND INDENTIFY REMAINING CHALLENGES, 

2008 SURVEY SHOWS. Office of the Director of National Intelligence. April 9, 2009. 

Employees in the Intelligence Community (IC) continue to rate their agencies more favorably 

than other federal workers assess the government on the whole in overall job satisfaction, the 

general quality of managers and senior leaders, and the development of top talent, according to 

results from the 2008 IC Employee Climate Survey. 

http://www.dni.gov/press_releases/20090409_release.pdf  [PDF format, 2 pages]. 

 

 

AFGHANISTAN: KEY ISSUES FOR CONGRESSIONAL 

OVERSIGHT. U.S. Government Accountability Office. April 21, 2009. 

The United States has provided approximately $38.6 billion in 

reconstruction assistance to Afghanistan and has over 35,000 troops in the 

country as of February 2009. Some progress has occurred in areas such as 

economic growth, infrastructure development, and training of the Afghan 

National Security Forces (ANSF), but the overall security situation in 

Afghanistan has not improved after more than 7 years of U.S. and 

international efforts. In response, the new administration plans to deploy 

approximately 21,000 additional troops to Afghanistan this year, and has completed a strategic 

review of U.S. efforts in Afghanistan and Pakistan.  

http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d09473sp.pdf   [PDF format, 37 pages]. 

http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d09626sp.pdf   e-Supplement [PDF format, 6 pages]. 

 

 

MARITIME SECURITY: VESSEL TRACKING SYSTEMS PROVIDE KEY 

INFORMATION, BUT THE NEED FOR DUPLICATE DATA SHOULD BE 

REVIEWED. U.S. Government Accountability Office. Web posted April 16, 2009. 

U.S. ports, waterways, and coastal approaches are part of a system handling more than $700 

billion in merchandise annually. With the many possible threats, including transportation and 

detonation of weapons of mass destruction, suicide attacks against vessels, and others, in the 

maritime domain, awareness of such threats could give the Coast Guard advance notice to help 

detect, deter, interdict, and defeat them and protect the U.S. homeland and economy.  

http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d09337.pdf  [PDF format, 58 pages]. 

 

 

IRAQ: KEY ISSUES FOR CONGRESSIONAL OVERSIGHT. U.S. Government 

Accountability Office. Web posted March 24, 2009. 

Before signing the security agreement with Iraq, the prior administration had linked the 

drawdown of U.S. forces to the achievement of security, political, economic, and diplomatic 

conditions. Meeting these conditions would enable the United States to achieve its strategic 

goal for Iraq: a unified, democratic, and federal Iraq that could govern, defend, and sustain 

itself and become an ally in the war on terror. Some conditions the United States sought to 

achieve in Iraq included an improved security situation; more capable Iraqi security forces; 

improved essential services such as access to clean water and reliable electricity; and the 

http://www.defenselink.mil/pubs/pdfs/China_Military_Power_Report_2009.pdf
http://www.dni.gov/press_releases/20090409_release.pdf
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d09473sp.pdf
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d09626sp.pdf
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d09337.pdf
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passage of legislation promoting national reconciliation, such as laws governing the 

distribution of oil revenues and amnesty for former insurgents, says the report. 

 http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d09294sp.pdf  [PDF format, 56 pages]. 

 

 

CONGRESSIONAL  DOCUMENTS (HEARINGS, REPORTS, ETC.) 
 

RELEASE OF DECLASSIFIED NARRATIVE DESCRIBING THE DEPARTMENT OF 

JUSTICE OFFICE OF LEGAL COUNSELôS OPINIONS ON THE CIAôS DETENTION 

AND INTERROGRATION PROGRAM. U.S. Senate Select Committee on Intelligence. 

April 22, 2009.  

The Senate Intelligence Committee releases a document describing the early approval of the 

CIA interrogation program by the Bush Administration, and the preparation of the Office of 

Legal Counsel opinions that gave legal approval for the use of specific interrogation 

techniques. The Committee, under then-Chairman Jay Rockefellerôs leadership, has been 

working with the Bush and Obama Administrations since August 2008 to have this document 

declassified, long before the decision to release four OLC legal opinions last week 

http://intelligence.senate.gov/pdfs/olcopini on.pdf  [PDF format, 17 pages]. 

 

 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
 

THE UNITED STATES AND THE 2009 SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS: SECURING 

OUR CITIZENôS FUTURE. The White House. April 19, 2009. 

On April 17-19, President Barack Obama attended the Fifth Summit of the Americas in 

Trinidad and Tobago, along with the 33 other democratically elected Heads of State and 

Government of the Western Hemisphere. The President used his first meeting with many of his 

regional counterparts to start engaging in a new relationship with countries of the Americas and 

to forge partnerships and joint approaches to work on the common challenges facing the people 

of the Americas.  
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/The -United-States-and-the-2009-Summit-of-the-Americas-
Securing-Our-Citizens-Future/  
[HTML format, various paging]. 

 

 

WHITE PAPER OF THE INTERAGENCY POLICY GROUPôS REPORT ON U.S. 

POLICY TOWARD AFGHAN ISTAN AND PAKISTAN. The White House. March 2009. 

The United States has a vital national security interest in addressing the current and potential 

security threats posed by extremists in Afghanistan and Pakistan. In Pakistan, al Qaeda and 

other groups of jihadist terrorists are planning new terror attacks. Their targets remain the U.S. 

homeland, Pakistan, Afghanistan, India, Europe, Australia, our allies in the Middle East, and 

other targets of opportunity.  
http://www.whitehouse.gov/assets/documents/Afghanistan -Pakistan_White_Paper.pdf 

 [PDF format, 6 pages]. 

http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d09294sp.pdf
http://intelligence.senate.gov/pdfs/olcopinion.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/The-United-States-and-the-2009-Summit-of-the-Americas-Securing-Our-Citizens-Future/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/The-United-States-and-the-2009-Summit-of-the-Americas-Securing-Our-Citizens-Future/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/assets/documents/Afghanistan-Pakistan_White_Paper.pdf
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THE U.S. AND NATO 
 

NATO 60TH ANNIVERSARY SUMMIT. Strasbourg, France and Kehl, Germany, April 

3-4, 2009 

On April 3-4, NATO celebrated its 60th anniversary at a Summit Meeting of NATO Heads of 

State in Strasbourg, France and Kehl, Germany. In addition to commemorating six decades of 

common transatlantic security and values, this Summit marked historic decisions and new 

commitments made by the Alliance. Summit high points included: two new NATO members: 

Albania and Croatia; a renewed commitment to Afghanistan, with real deliverables on Election 

Support Force, operational mentoring and liaison teams (OMLTs), and financial support and a 

new NATO Training Mission for Afghanistan; the launch of work on a new NATO Strategic 

Concept; French reintegration into the NATO military command structure; and agreement on a 

new Secretary General. 

KEY SUMMIT DOCUMENTS : http://nato.usmission.gov/NATOat60/NATOat60.asp 

 

 

THINK TANK PUBLICATIONS 
 

AMERICAN ENTERPRISE INSTITUTE 
 

THE "IDEA OF INDIA" AFTER MUMBAI. By Apoorva Shah. . AEI 

Online. ASIAN OUTLOOK No. 3, May 2009 

India's founding ideal of multicultural democracy is critical to both 

domestic cohesion and geopolitical interest, and it has defined how the 

country confronts terrorism at home. Modern India has much experience 

with terrorism, but most attacks have been rooted in separatist and ethnic 

insurgencies in rural frontier provinces. In the last decade, however, India 

has seen a steep rise in the number of attacks in urban areas, aimed at 

civilians, and committed not by rural insurgents but by young, middle-

class jihadists. These domestic threats, which expose fault lines in the "idea of India," have 

been welcomed and at times supported by Pakistan, whose existence is founded in opposition 

to India. In fact, the apparent paradox between Pakistan's tolerance of the Lashkar-e-Taiba 

(LeT) terrorist group leading up to the November 26, 2008, attacks in Mumbai and Pakistan's 

internal struggle against extremists can be understood in the framework of these conflicting 

ideologies. For India, countering the threat of domestic jihadism is not only a security 

imperative; it is also a strategic necessity. This merits a new counterterrorism response by the 

Indian government and a renewed understanding of Indian Muslims and their place in India's 

pluralistic society. 
http://www.aei.org/publications/pubID.29761/pub_detail.asp  
 

 

THE TALIBAN'S ATOMIC THREAT. John R. Bol ton. AEI Article published in the Wall 

Street Journal, May 2, 2009 

Often known as Pakistan's "steel skeleton" for holding the country together after successive corrupt 

or incompetent civilian governments, the military itself is now gravely threatened from within by 

rising pro-Taliban sentiment. In these circumstances--especially if, as Secretary of State Hillary 

Clinton testified recently, the nuclear arsenal has been dispersed around the country--there is a 

tangible risk that several weapons could slip out of military control. Such weapons could then find 

their way to al Qaeda or other terrorists, with obvious global implications. 
http://www.aei.org/publications/filter.all,pubID.29803/pub_detail.asp  

http://nato.usmission.gov/NATOat60/NATOat60.asp
http://www.aei.org/
http://www.aei.org/publications/pubID.29761/pub_detail.asp
http://www.aei.org/publications/filter.all,pubID.29803/pub_detail.asp


Embassy of the United States of America  ǐ Public Affairs Section 

 

 

Page 11 of 36 

 

DON'T PRETEND THIS IS A DEBATE ABOUT "TORTURE". By David Frum. AEI 

Article, Published in the National Post (Canada), May 2, 2009 

The terrorist most frequently waterboarded was Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, the architect of the 

9/11 plan. When captured by U. S. and Pakistani agents in Karachi, he was immediately asked 

whether al-Qaeda had any more acts of mass murder planned. He answered: "You'll find out." 

The Bush administration decided not to wait to discover what the arch-terrorist had in mind. 

Under harsh interrogation, Mohammed revealed information that saved American lives, 

according to every serving intelligence chief--including President Obama's own director of 

national intelligence, Admiral Dennis Blair. 

Maybe it was wrong of the Bush administration to do so. Maybe they should have run more 

risks with American lives. That would be an interesting debate, but for obvious reasons it's not 

a debate that critics of the Bush administration want to engage in. 
http://www.aei.org/publications/filter.all,pubID.29810/pub_detail.asp  
 

 

ARMS CONTROL ASSOCIATION 
 

ARMS CONTROL TODAY, April 2009. Arms Control Association 

Focus: Pressing the Nuclear Reset Button 

Features: 

¶ Getting to Zero: An Interview With International Nuclear Non-

Proliferation and Disarmament Commission Co-Chair Gareth Evans 

¶ A Joint Enterprise: Diplomacy to Achieve a World Without Nuclear 

Weapons. Steve Andreasen 

¶ The Future of Nuclear Arms: A World United and Divided by Zero. 

Randy Rydell 
http://www.armscontrol.org/epublish/1/v39n3  

 
 

THE ATLANTIC COUNCIL OF THE UNITED STATES (ACUS) 
 

A TEN-YEAR FRAMEWORK FOR AFGHANISTAN: EXECUTING 

THE OBAMA PLAN AND BEYOND. Ashraf Ghani .  ACUS April 22, 

2009 

There are four major threats to securing Afghanistanôs future. First, Al 

Qaeda is a renewed force moving fluidly between Afghanistan and 

Pakistan. Second, an expanded, well resourced, and multifaceted 

insurgency presents a continual threat to Afghan and international actors. 

Third, a narcotics production, processing, and distribution network fuels 

corruption and violence and is becoming concentrated in the hands of a 

few nefarious individuals. And fourth, poor governance, underpinning all these problems, is 

now so entrenched that many organs of government are seen as the instruments of corruption, 

not of legitimacy and the rule of law. Chairman of the Institute for State Effectiveness and 

former Afghan Minister of Finance Dr. Ashraf Ghani outlines a medium-term framework for 

state-building in Afghanistan for the Atlantic Council. 
http://www.acus.org/publication/afghanistan -report  

http://www.aei.org/publications/filter.all,pubID.29810/pub_detail.asp
http://www.armscontrol.org/epublish/1/v39n3
http://www.acus.org/
http://www.acus.org/publication/afghanistan-report
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BROOKINGS INSTITUTION 
 

EUROPE'S PROBLEMATIC CONTRIBUTION TO POLICE TRAINING IN 

AFGHANISTAN. Federiga Bindi, Visiting Fellow, Foreign Policy, Brookings Center on the 

United States and Europe. The Brookings Institution, May 04, 2009 

While the US is pulling military forces out of Iraq to put in Afghanistan, they still need a very 

robust civilian capability in Iraq and donôt have the resources for a significant civilian surge in 

Afghanistan. In all, there will be a surge of 21.000 US troops and of é around 200 civilians 

(!). At least ten times more people are needed for mentoring activities ï including retired 

government officials, CEOs, judges etc. who could bring their own expertise to the area. This is 

where Europe can make a difference. In turn, Afghanistan will be an international 

ómatriculation testô for the European Union. The EU can to take up this challenge by focusing 

on the areas in which it can offer tangible added-value: governance and the rule of law. 
http://www.brookings.edu/opinions/2009/0504_afghanistan_bindi.aspx  
 

 

FIRST 100 DAYS: GRADING OBAMAôS FOREIGN POLICY. Michael E. O'Hanlon, 

Senior Fellow, Foreign Policy. Brookings  Institution, April 29, 2009  

Itôs no great surprise in American politics these days, but already a great partisan debate has 

broken out about President Obamaôs foreign policy effectiveness to date. For his enthusiasts, 

the United States has hit the ñresetò button and is reclaiming its place as not only a strong 

country, but a respected leader among nations. For his detractors, Obama is making the world 

dangerous by apologizing for Americaôs alleged misdeeds of the past, naively talking with 

dictators, and cutting the defense budget. 
http://www.brookings.edu/opinions/2009/0429_obama_ohanlon.aspx  
 

 

CUBA: A NEW POLICY OF CR ITICAL AND CONSTRUCTIVE 

ENGAGEMENT. Brookings Institution. Carlos Pascual and Vicki 

Huddleton. April 2009. 

The authors, by testing the responses of several strategic actors and 

stakeholders, the Cuban hierarchy, independent civil society, and the 

international and Cuban American communities, to a variety of scenarios, 

have identified potential catalysts and constraints to political change on 

the island. They conclude that the United States should adopt a policy of 

critical and constructive engagement, phased-in unilaterally.  
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/reports/2009/0413_cuba/0413_cuba.pdf  

[PDF format, 25 pages]. 

 

 

FORCE ALONE WON'T DEFEAT SOMALI PIRACY. Hady Amr and Areej Noor. 

Brookings Doha Center. Published in  The Daily Star, April 24, 2009 

Piracy in the high seas is always a symptom of chronic issues on land. Thus, in addition to 

bolstering maritime security, the international response to piracy off the coast of Somalia must 

focus on the core problems of the country, such as the lack of good governance and economic 

growth. Even in the context of Africa, Somalia has been among the poorest and most unruly 

countries of the past two decades, with a per capita GNP of a few hundred dollars per year (so 

low, that it is hard to calculate) and a state of near-anarchy that has only just ended. 
http:/ /www.brookings.edu/opinions/2009/0424_piracy_amr.aspx  

http://www.brook.edu/
http://www.brookings.edu/opinions/2009/0504_afghanistan_bindi.aspx
http://www.brookings.edu/opinions/2009/0429_obama_ohanlon.aspx
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/reports/2009/0413_cuba/0413_cuba.pdf
http://www.brookings.edu/opinions/2009/0424_piracy_amr.aspx
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CARNEGIE ENDOWMENT FOR INTERNATIONAL PEACE 
 

RECONCILING WITH THE TALIBAN? TOWARD AN 

ALTERNATIVE GRAND STRATEGY IN AFGHANISTAN. Ashley J. 

Tellis. Carnegie Report, April 2009 

Negotiating with the Talibanðwho are convinced military victory is within 

sightðis the worst possible approach to stabilizing Afghanistan, and one 

that would fail. Ashley J. Tellis warns that U.S. signals of impatience and a 

desire for an early exit could motivate insurgents to maintain a hard line and 

outlast the international coalition. Though costly, a long-term commitment to 

building an effective Afghan state is the only way to achieve victory and 

defend U.S. national security objectives.  
http://www.carnegieendowment.org/publications/index.cfm?fa=view&id=22981  
 

 

CENTER FOR A NEW AMERICAN SECURITY 
 

U.S.-DPRK NUCLEAR NEGOTIATIONS: A SURVEY OF THE 

POLICY LITERATURE . Lindsey Ford, Zachary Hosford, Michael 

Zubrow. Working Paper. Center for a New American Security, 

04/25/2009  

North Koreaôs nuclear program is one of the longest-standing and most 

difficult  proliferation challenges the United States faces today. In many 

ways, the regime and its nuclear program stand as relics of the Cold War, 

seemingly at odds with the rapid development of the rest of the Asia-

Pacific. Yet as negotiations have dragged on through the post-Cold War 

and post-9/11 eras, the nature of the North Korean threat has evolved and become interwoven 

with the new challenges of the 21st century. 
http://www.cnas.org/files/documents/publications/CNAS_Working%20Paper_DPRK_Literature%20Revie
w_Apr2009.pdf 
 

 

THE PAST AND PRESENT AS PROLOGUE: FUTURE WARFARE 

THROUGH THE LENS OF CONTEMPORARY CONFLICTS. 

General Robert H. Scales. A Report. CNAS 04/01/2009  

April 2009 - Eight years of war have given the U.S. military an 

unparalleled opportunity to translate real war experience into a vision of 

how conflicts will be fought in the future. Getting a vision of the future 

more right than wrong depends on the militaryôs ability to sift through 

experiences gathered from combat to discern those that will endure. This 

monograph seeks to do just that. 
http://www.cnas.org/files/documents/publications/Scales_Past%20and%20Present_April2009.pdf 
 

 

UNCHARTED WATERS: THE U.S. NAVY AND NAVIGATING 

CLIMATE CHANGE. Sharon Burke, Jay Gulledge, et al. Working Paper. 

CNAS 03/30/2009  

In the summer of 2008, Chief of Naval Operations, Admiral Gary Roughead, 

asked the Center for a New American Security to conduct a brief survey of the 

challenges global climate change may pose for the U.S. Navy over the next 30 

years. The report was submitted to the CNO in December 2008. The Navy has 

http://www.ceip.org/files/about/about_home.asp
http://www.carnegieendowment.org/publications/index.cfm?fa=view&id=22981
http://www.cnas.org/
http://www.cnas.org/files/documents/publications/CNAS_Working%20Paper_DPRK_Literature%20Review_Apr2009.pdf
http://www.cnas.org/files/documents/publications/CNAS_Working%20Paper_DPRK_Literature%20Review_Apr2009.pdf
http://www.cnas.org/files/documents/publications/Scales_Past%20and%20Present_April2009.pdf
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since given permission to CNAS to release the report to the public. 
http://www.cnas.org/files/documents/pub lications/CNAS_Working%20Paper_CNO_ClimateChange_Burke
Patel_Dec2008.pdf 
 

 

CENTER FOR ARMS CONTROL AND NON-PROLIFERATION 
 

PRESIDENT OBAMA: 100 DAYS OF SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS. John Isaacs. Center 

for Arms Control  and Non-Proliferation, April 28, 2009 

With 100 days now behind him and more than 1,000 left to go in his first term, President 

Barack Obama has given us much to celebrate ï especially when compared to the dismal years 

of the Bush administration. President Obama has already laid the foundation for a bold new 

direction in U.S. foreign policy. He has offered a multilateral and nuanced approach to 

international relations and has refused to divide the world into ñgood guys and bad guys.ò 

Obamaôs revitalization of the arms control process is particularly significant. Today there are 

new ï and perhaps unprecedented ï opportunities for great progress on reducing and securing 

nuclear weapons stockpiles. 
http://www.armscontrolcenter.org/policy/nuclearweapons/articles/042809_obama_100_days/  
 

 

THE RRW'S VACUUM TUBE MYTH. Jeffrey Lewis and Kingston Reif. Article 

published in the Bulletin of Atomic Scientists Online, May 1, 2009 

U.S. nuclear weapons are marvels of engineering and design. Within each warhead, scientists 

have packed an intricate web of plastics, explosives, electronics, and fissile material that 

contains the bomb's destructive force. Since implementing a moratorium on nuclear testing in 

1992, the United States has opted to extend the life of existing warheads while minimizing 

deviations from the original specifications. Exact replication isn't always possible; suppliers go 

out of business, manufacturing techniques change, and so on. Worried about the eventual 

accumulation of small changes over decades, the Bush administration proposed the RRW 

Program to introduce new, untested--but hopefully more reliable--nuclear weapons into the 

U.S. stockpile. Enter the vacuum tube: the perfect symbol of technological obsolescence. 

Despite Chilton's dramatic flair, however, vacuum tubes are among the least consequential 

parts of current weapons and have nothing to do with the RRW debate. 
http://www.thebulletin.org/web -edition/op -eds/the-rrws -vacuum-tube-myth 
 

 

CENTER FOR PUBLIC INTEGRITY 
 

FRAUD CASES FELL WHILE PENTAGON CONTRACTS SURGED. Center for Public 

Integrity. Nick Schwellenbach. April 1, 2009. 

The number of defense contracting fraud and corruption cases sent by government 

investigators to prosecutors dropped precipitously under the Bush administration, even as 

contracting by the Defense Department almost doubled, according to the report. The Defense 

Department investigators during the Bush administration sent 76 percent fewer contracting 

fraud and corruption cases to the Justice Department for potential criminal prosecution than 

under Clinton, according to Justice Department data analyzed by the Center.  

http://www.publicintegrity.org/articles/entry/1243/   [HTML format, various paging]. 

 

http://www.cnas.org/files/documents/publications/CNAS_Working%20Paper_CNO_ClimateChange_BurkePatel_Dec2008.pdf
http://www.cnas.org/files/documents/publications/CNAS_Working%20Paper_CNO_ClimateChange_BurkePatel_Dec2008.pdf
http://www.armscontrolcenter.org/
http://www.armscontrolcenter.org/policy/nuclearweapons/articles/042809_obama_100_days/
http://www.thebulletin.org/web-edition/op-eds/the-rrws-vacuum-tube-myth
http://www.publicintegrity.org/articles/entry/1243/
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CENTER FOR STRATEGIC AND INTERNATIONAL STUDIES (CSIS) 
 

IRAQ: TRENDS IN VIOLENCE AND CIVILIAN 

CASUALTIES:2005-2009. Anthony Cordesman, Burke Chair in 

Strategy. CSIS, May 5, 2009   

The last few weeks have been filled with grim reports of suicide and 

bombing attacks in Iraq. They serve as a warning that the struggle 

against Al Qaôida in Iraq, Shiôite extremists in the Mahdi Army, and 

other causes of civil violence are not over. As US officials and 

commanders have repeatedly warned, the situation is ñfragileò at best. At the same time, they 

need to be kept in perspective. The rise in violence is neither as sudden or as unexpected as 

some reporting suggests and there is still reason to hope that Iraq can move forward towards 

security and stability. 
http://www.csis.org/media/csis/pubs/090504_iraq_patterns_in_violence.pdf  
 

 

AN EXPANDED MANDATE FOR PEACE BUILDING: The State 

Department Role in Peace Diplomacy, Reconstruction, and 

Stabilization. Dane F. Smith Jr. CSIS April 30, 2009   

This first of two related reports examines the evolution of peace building 

in the U.S. State Department. It begins with a sketch of the role of 

diplomacy in peace building. It reviews the leadership role of the 

secretary of state. It proceeds to an examination of multi-bureau 

involvement in the reconstruction and stabilization efforts in Afghanistan 

and Iran. It assesses the central role of individual geographic bureaus in 

particular conflicts and the special peace-building tasks of several functional bureaus. The bulk 

of the report is devoted to a description and evaluation of the Office of the Coordinator for 

Reconstruction and Stabilization. The author concludes that traditional peace-building 

diplomacy, led by the geographic bureaus, has been uneasily and incompletely yoked with the 

work of the Coordinatorôs Office, and he advances suggestions for reform. 
http://www.csis.org/media/csis/pubs/090423_smith_expandedmandate_web.pdf 
 

 

FOREIGN ASSISTANCE FOR PEACE: The U.S. Agency for 

International Development. Dane F. Smith Jr. CSIS. April 30, 2009   

This second of two related reports looks at the peace-building function at 

the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID). It examines the 

evolution of reconstruction and stabilization (R&S) in the Bush 

administrationôs foreign assistance strategy and describes the effort to 

integrate the State DepartmentïUSAID budget process for foreign 

operations, including peace building. It then examines the organizational 

architecture for dealing with conflict, as it has evolved in the Bureau of 

Democracy, Conflict and Humanitarian Assistance. The examination focuses on the creation of 

the Office of Transition Assistance and the Office of Conflict Management and Mitigation, but 

it also delineates the role of other offices more tangentially concerned with R&S. It then 

reviews the work of USAIDôs geographic bureaus in responding to conflict. It ends with 

recommendations for reform. 
http://www.csis.org/media/csis/pubs/090429_smith_foreignassistance_web.pdf 
 

http://www.csis.org/
http://www.csis.org/media/csis/pubs/090504_iraq_patterns_in_violence.pdf
http://www.csis.org/media/csis/pubs/090423_smith_expandedmandate_web.pdf
http://www.csis.org/media/csis/pubs/090429_smith_foreignassistance_web.pdf
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U.S. GLOBAL HEALTH AN D NATIONAL SECURITY POLICY. 

Center for Strategic & International Studies. Harley Feldbaum. April 

20, 2009. 

The paper recommends an increased focus on global surveillance and 

response capacity, heightened attention to the World Health 

Organizationôs International Health Regulations, and putting a high 

priority on meeting the health needs of developing countries as core 

elements of a U.S. strategy to address the national security threats of 

emerging infectious diseases and bioterrorism. 
http://www.csis.org/media/csis/pubs/090420_feldbaum_usglobalhealth.pdf  
[PDF format, 15 pages]. 

 

 

CENTURY FOUNDATION (TCF) 
 

FIGHTING OFF FATIGUE: THE UN CORNERS TONE OF ANTITERRORISM 

ACTION. Jeffrey Laurenti, 5/1/2009   

In an article published in a new volume by Italyôs Istituto Affari Internazionali, TCF senior 

fellow Jeffrey Laurenti argues that in confronting international terrorism, the United Nationsð

long derided in influential Washington circles as an ineffective talkshop more concerned with 

rights than with resultsðis increasingly emerging as the bulwark to sustain antiterrorism action 

globally as signs multiply of growing fatigue with the issue in many capitals and among 

publics.   
http://www.iai.it/pdf/Quaderni/Quaderni_E_15_selection.pdf  
 

 

NUCLEAR ISSUE UNITES CONSERVATIVES AND REFORMISTS. Geneive Abdo, 

The Century Foundation, 4/27/2009   

For Iranians, advanced nuclear technology is a matter of national pride and Iranôs sovereign 

rights, which Iranians believe were denied them for many decades, first under British and 

Soviet influence and later by the United States in 1953 through a CIA-backed overthrow of an 

elected government that returned the Shah to power. Further, Iranôs leadership and the public 

firmly believe that a double-standard exists in the international community: although countries 

such as Israel and Pakistan are advanced nuclear powers, Iran, by virtue of being an Islamic 

republic, should be forbidden from having a nuclear program.  
http://www.tcf.org/list.asp?type=NC&pubid=2290  
 

 

COMBATING TERRORISM CENTER AT WEST POINT, U.S. MILITARY 
ACADEMY 
  

DYSFUNCTION AND DECLINE:LESSONS LEARNED FROM 

INSIDE AL -QA`IDA IN IRAQ. Brian Fishman.The Combating 

Terrorism Center at West Point, March 16, 2009 

Dysfunction and Decline: Lessons Learned from Inside al-Qa`ida in Iraq 

is the latest in a series of CTC reports based in part on documents 

declassified from the Department of Defenseôs Harmony Database.  It is 

being released along with a collection of declassified Harmony documents 

that informed the report.   

 

http://www.csis.org/media/csis/pubs/090420_feldbaum_usglobalhealth.pdf
http://www.tcf.org/
http://www.iai.it/pdf/Quaderni/Quaderni_E_15_selection.pdf
http://www.tcf.org/list.asp?type=NC&pubid=2290
http://ctc.usma.edu/
http://ctc.usma.edu/
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Drawing on al-Qa`ida in Iraqôs own lessons-learned documents, Dysfunction and Decline 

identifies a number of structural weaknesses that contributed to AQIôs decline, including 

creating unrealistic expectations among foreign fighters, weak indoctrination and training 

mechanisms, and command and control structures that diluted command authority within the 

group. 
http://www.ctc.usma.edu/harmony/pd f/DD_FINAL_FINAL.pdf 
 

 

COUNCIL ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
 

THE NATIONAL INTEREST AND THE LAW OF THE SEA . Scott G. 

Borgerson, Visiting Fellow for Ocean Governance. Council Special Report 

No. 46. Council on Foreign Relations Press, May 2009 

The oceans have long been a critical arena for international relations. Before 

there was air travel and instantaneous communication, people, goods, and 

ideas traveled the world by ship. For centuries a strong maritime presenceð

both military and commercialðhas been essential for states with great power 

aspirations. Today, even with advances in technology, seaborne commerce 

remains the linchpin of the global economy. As the International Maritime 

Organization reports, ñmore than 90 percent of global trade is carried by sea.ò And beyond trade, 

a host of other issues, ranging from climate change and energy to defense and piracy, ensure that 

the oceans will hold considerable strategic interest well into the future. In this Council Special 

Report, Scott G. Borgerson explores an important element of the maritime policy regime: the 

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. 
http://www.cfr.org/content/publications /attachments/LawoftheSea_CSR46.pdf 
 

 

STABILIZING PAKISTAN: BOOSTING ITS PRIVATE SECTOR. Council on Foreign 

Relations. Jayshree Bajoria. April 30, 2009. 

Amid a growing insurgency and escalating economic troubles in Pakistan, President Obama 

says the United States must "help Pakistan help Pakistanis." Strengthening the country's private 

sector and boosting trade opportunities could underpin security. 
http://www.cfr.org /publication/19260/stabilizing_pakistan.html?breadcrumb=%2F  
 

 

SHARIA AND MILITANCY. Council on Foreign Relations. Toni Johnson. April 22, 2009. 

Experts say Islamic law, or sharia, holds wide appeal for Muslim populations in many 

countries and is beginning to spread via democratic means, but it is also being used as a tool of 

Islamic militancy and extremism. 
http://www.cfr.org/publi cation/19155/sharia_and_militancy.html?breadcrumb=%2Fpublication%2Fby_ty
pe%2Fbackgrounder 
 

 

AFGHANISTANôS NATIONAL SECURITY FORCES. Council on Foreign Relations. 

Greg Bruno. April 16, 2009. 

The growth and continued improvement of Afghanistan's domestic security forces is seen as 

key to an eventual U.S. exit, but some analysts caution that progress, already slow, will remain 

strained. 
http://www.cfr.org/publication/19122/afghanistans_national_security_forces.html?breadcrumb=%2Fregi
on%2F280%2Fafghanistan 

http://www.ctc.usma.edu/harmony/pdf/DD_FINAL_FINAL.pdf
http://www.cfr.org/
http://www.cfr.org/content/publications/attachments/LawoftheSea_CSR46.pdf
http://www.cfr.org/publication/19260/stabilizing_pakistan.html?breadcrumb=%2F
http://www.cfr.org/publication/19155/sharia_and_militancy.html?breadcrumb=%2Fpublication%2Fby_type%2Fbackgrounder
http://www.cfr.org/publication/19155/sharia_and_militancy.html?breadcrumb=%2Fpublication%2Fby_type%2Fbackgrounder
http://www.cfr.org/publication/19122/afghanistans_national_security_forces.html?breadcrumb=%2Fregion%2F280%2Fafghanistan
http://www.cfr.org/publication/19122/afghanistans_national_security_forces.html?breadcrumb=%2Fregion%2F280%2Fafghanistan
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U.S. ï CUBA RELATIONS. Council on Foreign Relations. Stephanie Hanson. April 14, 

2009. 

Cuba has been at odds with the United States since Fidel Castro assumed power in 1959. 

Successive U.S. administrations have tried a range of tough measures, including prolonged 

economic sanctions and designation of Cuba as a State Sponsor of Terrorism, none of which 

substantially weakened Castro's rule. According to the study, despite stirrings of U.S. economic 

interest in Cuba and some policy softening under President Barack Obama, experts say that 

normalization of U.S.-Cuba relations is unlikely in the near to medium term. 
http://www.cfr.org/publication/11113/uscuba_relations.html?breadcrumb=%2Fpublication%2Fby_type
%2Fbackgrounder 
[HTML format, various paging]. 

 

 

U.S. NUCLEAR WEAPONS POLICY. Task Force Report No. 62. 

William J. Perry, Professor, Stanford University; Brent Scowcroft, 

Resident Trustee, The Forum for International Policy. Council on 

Foreign Relations, April 2009 

In his April 5 Prague speech, President Obama called for the United States to 

lead international efforts toward a world free of nuclear weapons. This new 

Council on Foreign Relationsïsponsored Independent Task Force report, co-

chaired by former secretary of defense William J. Perry and former national 

security adviser Brent Scowcroft, says that while ñthe geopolitical conditions 

that would permit the global elimination of nuclear weapons do not currently exist,ò steps can 

be taken now to diminish the danger of nuclear proliferation and nuclear use. The report 

focuses on near-term policies to reduce nuclear weapons to the lowest possible level consistent 

with maintaining a credible deterrent, while also ensuring that the U.S. nuclear arsenal is safe, 

secure, and reliable for as long as it is needed.  
http://www.cfr.org/content/publications/attachments/Nuclear_Weapons_TFR62.pdf  

 

 

FEDERATION OF AMERICAN SCIENTISTS 
 

FROM COUNTERFORCE TO MINIMAL DETERRENCE. Fed eration 

of American Scientists & The Natural Resources Defense Council. Hans 

M. Kristensen et al. April 2009. 

The report calls for fundamental changes to U.S. nuclear war planning, a 

prerequisite if smaller nuclear arsenals are to be achieved. It seeks to abandon 

the almost five-decade-long central mission for U.S. nuclear forces, which 

has been and continues to be ñcounterforce,ò the capability for U.S. forces to 

destroy an enemyôs military forces, its weapons, its command and control 

facilities and its key leaders.  

http://www.fas.org/pubs/_docs/OccasionalPaper7.pdf  [PDF format, 35 pages]. 

 

 

FOREIGN POLICY IN FOCUS (FPIF) 
 

MARTYRDOM'S STRATEGY: SUICIDE BOMB ERS TARGET OBAMA'S 

WITHDRAWAL PLAN. Steve Niva. Foreign Policy In Focus, May 5, 2009 

Suicide bombings are back in Iraq, signaling that the Iraq War is far from over. After a 

significant downturn, with only six suicide attacks between December 2008 and March 2009, 

there have been 25 suicide bombings in Iraq in the last two months, contributing to the worst 

http://www.cfr.org/publication/11113/uscuba_relations.html?breadcrumb=%2Fpublication%2Fby_type%2Fbackgrounder
http://www.cfr.org/publication/11113/uscuba_relations.html?breadcrumb=%2Fpublication%2Fby_type%2Fbackgrounder
http://www.cfr.org/content/publications/attachments/Nuclear_Weapons_TFR62.pdf
http://www.fas.org/pubs/_docs/OccasionalPaper7.pdf
http://www.fpif.org/

