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 GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS 
 

REPORT ON PROGRESS TOWARD SECURITY AND STABILITY IN 

AFGHANISTAN. [U.S. Department of Defense]. Web posted July 5, 2008. 08AD887 

 

The U.S. commitment to Afghanistan is unwavering. Success in 

Afghanistan is both crucial to global security and is a moral 

responsibility. Achieving that success will take time, effort, resources, 

and the sustained interest and commitment of the international 

community. Moreover, success will never be achieved through military 

means alone, but through a comprehensive approach that involves all 

elements of power: military, diplomatic, and economic. Above all, it 

will require a sustained effort to continue to develop the capacity of the 

Afghans themselves.  

 
http://www.defenselink.mil/pubs/Report_on_Progress_toward_Security_and_Stability_in_Afg

hanistan_1230.pdf [PDF format, 73 pages]. 

 

 

NATIONAL DEFENSE STRATEGY. Department of Defense. June 2008. 

 

The National Defense Strategy (NDS) serves as the Departmentôs 

capstone document in this long-term effort. It flows from the NSS and 

informs the National Military Strategy. It also provides a framework 

for other DoD strategic guidance, specifically on campaign and 

contingency planning, force development, and intelligence. It reflects 

the results of the 2006 Quadrennial Defense Review (QDR) and 

lessons learned from on-going operations in Iraq, Afghanistan, and 

elsewhere. It addresses how the U.S. Armed Forces will fight and win 

Americaôs wars and how we seek to work with and through partner 

nations to shape opportunities in the international environment to 

enhance security and avert conflict. 

 

The NDS describes our overarching goals and strategy. It outlines how DoD will support the 

objectives outlined in the NSS, including the need to strengthen alliances and build new 

partnerships to defeat global terrorism and prevent attacks against us, our allies, and our 

friends; prevent our enemies from threatening us, our allies, and our friends with weapons of 

mass destruction (WMD); work with others to defuse regional conflicts, including conflict 

intervention; and transform national security institutions to face the challenges of the 21st 

century. The NDS acts on these objectives, evaluates the strategic environment, challenges, 

and risks we must consider in achieving them, and maps the way forward. 
http://www.defenselink.mil/pubs/2008NationalDefenseStrategy.pdf 

http://www.defenselink.mil/pubs/Report_on_Progress_toward_Security_and_Stability_in_Afghanistan_1230.pdf
http://www.defenselink.mil/pubs/Report_on_Progress_toward_Security_and_Stability_in_Afghanistan_1230.pdf
http://www.defenselink.mil/pubs/2008NationalDefenseStrategy.pdf
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2008 STRATEGIC MANAGEMENT PLAN; SMP. Department of Defense, July 25, 2008 

 

This inaugural Strategic Management Plan provides an executive overview of 

the governance and management framework and processes used by the 

Deputy Secretary, serving as Chief Management Officer, to deliver effective 

and efficient support to the warfighter. Although this plan overlays a 

complex, many-layered execution system that has a 40+ year history 

informed by statute and tradition, its purpose is simple and direct: 

1/Focus the Secretaryôs senior leadership team on key priorities; 2./Ensure the 

Departmentôs governance processes allow senior leaders to make informed 

decisions regarding the steps that must be taken to achieve those priorities 

3./Provide the transparency needed to measure whether priorities are met ï 

and if not ï to provide the information needed to quickly improve performance. 

This Strategic Management Plan will be used by the Departmentôs senior civilian and 

military managers.   
http://www.defenselink.mil/dbt/products/SMP/FY08%20Strategic%20Management%20Plan.pdf 

 

 

A LOOK AT TERRORIST BEHAVIOR: HOW THE Y PREPARE, WHEN THEY 

STRIKE. National Institute of Justice, U.S. Department of Justice. Brent Smith. Web 

posted July 31, 2008. 08AD952 

 

There is very little information available on terroristsô behavioral patterns. 

Research has shown that traditional criminals are spontaneous, but terrorists 

seem to go to great lengths preparing for their attacks and may commit other 

crimes while doing so. The study finds that most terrorists live close to their 

selected targets, and they engage in a great deal of preparation, some over the 

course of months or even years, that have the potential of coming to the 

attention of local law enforcement.  

http://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/222900.pdf [PDF format, 5 pages]. 

 

 

TO WALK THE EARTH IN SAFETY. Bureau of Political -Military Affairs, Department 

of State. June 2008. 08AD805 

 

The report describes efforts by the Department of State, Department of 

Defense, and U.S. Agency for International Developmentôs Leahy War 

Victims Fund to clear mines and explosive remnants of war, most of which 

are of non-U.S. origin. The programs also teach mine risk education and assist 

conflict survivors. The results of the efforts in the past year include the 

reduction in reported casualties from landmines and explosive remnants of 

war worldwide to 5,751, down from about 26,000 just four years before.  
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/105525.pdf  

[PDF format, 31 pages]. 

http://www.defenselink.mil/dbt/products/SMP/FY08%20Strategic%20Management%20Plan.pdf
http://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/222900.pdf
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/105525.pdf
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MARITIME SECURITY. U.S. Government Accountability Office. June 2008. 08AD856 

 

The safety and economic security of the United States depends on the secure 

use of the worldôs seaports and waterways. Homeland Security Presidential 

Directive-13 (HSPD-13, also referred to as National Security Presidential 

Directive-41) directs the coordination of U.S. maritime security policy. The 

report discusses:  the extent to which the strategy and its supporting plans 

contain desirable characteristics of an effective national strategy, and the 

reported status of the implementation of these plans.  

http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d08672.pdf [PDF format, 36 pages]. 

 

 

CONGRESSIONAL DOCUMENTS (HEARINGS, REPORTS, ETC.) 
 

INTELLIGENCE REFORM AT THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY: POLICY ISSUES 

AND ORGANIZATIONAL ALTERNATIVES. Congressional Research Service, 

RL34595, Library of Congress. Alfred Cumming. August 12, 2008. 08AD969 

 

In 2006, Congress temporarily consolidated separate counterintelligence (CI) 

offices at the Department of Energy and the National Security Administration 

(NNSA) into a single CI office under DOE control. DOE had complained that 

the dual office structure was ineffective. At the same time, in 2006, DOE 

combined its separate Offices of Intelligence, and Counterintelligence into a 

new DOE office called the Office of Intelligence and Counterintelligence. The 

report analyzes both consolidations; the first authorized by Congress at DOEôs 

request and the second initiated by DOE, and examines the impact of each on 

the effectiveness of the Departmentôs CI program.  

http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/intel/RL34595.pdf [PDF format, 28 pages]. 

 

 

CUBA: U.S. RESTRICTIONS ON TRAVEL AND REMITTANCES. Congressional 

Research Service, RL31139, Library of Congress. Mark P. Sullivan. Web posted August 

10, 2008. 08AD966 

 

Restrictions on travel to Cuba have been a key in United States efforts 

to isolate the communist government of Fidel Castro for much of the 

past 40 years. Over time, there have been numerous changes to the 

restrictions, and for five years, from 1977 until 1982, there were no 

restrictions on travel to Cuba. The House Appropriations Committee 

reported its version of the FY2009 Financial Services and General 

Government Appropriations bill on June 25, 2008, with provisions that 

would ease restrictions on family travel. It would allow for such travel 

once a year, instead of the current restriction of once every three years, 

to visit aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews, and first cousins in addition to 

immediate family.  

http://assets.opencrs.com/rpts/RL31139_20080730.pdf [PDF format, 35 pages]. 

http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d08672.pdf
http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/intel/RL34595.pdf
http://assets.opencrs.com/rpts/RL31139_20080730.pdf
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SUITS AGAINST TERRORIST STATES BY VICTIMS OF TERRORISM. 

Congressional Research Service, RL31258, Library of Congress. Jennifer K. Elsea. Web 

posted August 10, 2008. 08AD959 

 

In 1996 Congress amended the Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act (FSIA) to allow U.S. 

victims of terrorism to sue designated State sponsors of terrorism for their terrorist acts. The 

courts have handed down large judgments against the terrorist State defendants, generally in 

default, and successive Administrations have intervened to block the judicial attachment of 

frozen assets to satisfy judgments. The report provides background on the doctrine of State 

immunity and the FSIA.  

http://assets.opencrs.com/rpts/RL31258_20080731.pdf [PDF format, 80 pages]. 

 

 

BUILDING AN INTERAGENCY CADRE OF NATIONAL SECURITY 

PROFESSIONALS: PROPOSALS, RECENT EXPERIENCE, AND ISSUES FOR 

COGNRESS. Congressional Research Service, RL34565, Library of Congress. Catherine 

Dale. July 2008. 08AD926 

 

There is a growing consensus among many national security 

practitioners and scholars across the political spectrum broadly in favor 

of reforming the interagency system to encourage a more effective 

application of all elements of national power. The reform debates have 

included proposals to establish and foster an interagency cadre of 

national security specialists from all relevant departments and 

agencies. According to proponents, cadre members, through a long-

term career development program that might include education, 

training, and exchange tours in other agencies, would gain a better 

understanding of the mandates, capabilities, and cultures of other 

agencies.  

http://assets.opencrs.com/rpts/RL34565_20080708.pdf [PDF format, 30 pages]. 

 

 

THE COST OF IRAQ, AFGHANISTAN, AND OTHER GLOBAL WAR ON TERROR 

OPERATIONS SINCE 9/11. Congressional Research Service, RL33110, Library of 

Congress. Amy Belasco. Web posted June 29, 2008. 08AD867 

 

With enactment of the FY2008 Consolidated Appropriations Act (H.R.2764/P.L. 110-161) on 

December 26, 2007, Congress has approved a total of about $700 billion for military 

operations, base security, reconstruction, foreign aid, embassy costs, and veteransô health care 

for the three operations initiated since the 9/11 attacks: Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF) 

Afghanistan and other counter terror operations; Operation Noble Eagle (ONE), providing 

enhanced security at military bases; and Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF). The $700 billion 

total covers all war-related appropriations from FY2001 through part of FY2008.  The report 

estimates that Iraq will receive about $524 billion (75%), OEF about $141 billion (20%), and 

enhanced base security about $28 billion (4%), with about $5 billion that cannot allocate 

(1%).  

http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/natsec/RL33110.pdf [PDF format, 64 pages]. 

 

 

http://assets.opencrs.com/rpts/RL31258_20080731.pdf
http://assets.opencrs.com/rpts/RL34565_20080708.pdf
http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/natsec/RL33110.pdf
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BORDER SECURITY: KEY AGENCIES AND THEIR MISSIONS. Congressional 

Research Service, RS21899, Library of Congress. Web posted June 22, 2008. 08AD871 

 

After the massive reorganization of federal agencies precipitated by 

the creation of the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), there are 

now four main federal agencies charged with securing the United 

Statesô borders: the Bureau of Customs and Border Protection (CBP), 

the Bureau of Immigrations and Customs Enforcement (ICE), the 

United States Coast Guard, and the Transportation Security 

Administration (TSA). The report serves as a primer on the key federal 

agencies charged with border security, briefly describing each 

agencyôs role in securing our nationôs borders. 
http://assets.opencrs.com/rpts/RS21899_20080513.pdf  

[PDF format, 6 pages]. 

 

 

LONG-RANGE BALLISTIC MISSILE DEFENSE IN EUROPE.  Steven A. Hildreth; 

Carl Ek. Congressional Research Service, RS34051, Library of Congress. Updated June 

13, 2008 

 

Successive administrations have urged the creation of an anti-missile 

system to protect against long-range ballistic missile threats from 

rogue states. The Bush Administration believes that North Korea and 

Iran are strategic threats, and questions whether they can be deterred 

by conventional means. The Administrationôs position on this issue 

remains unchanged after a recent reassessment that the Iranian nuclear 

weapons program was halted in 2003. The system would include 10 

interceptors in Poland, a radar in the Czech Republic, and another 

radar deployed in a country closer to Iran, all to be completed by 2013 

at a cost of about $4 billion. 

 

The proposed U.S. system has encountered resistance in some European countries and 

beyond. Critics in Poland and the Czech Republic assert that neither country currently faces a 

notable threat from Iran, but that if American GMD facilities were installed, both countries 

might be targeted by missiles from rogue states ð and possibly from Russia. Some 

Europeans claim GMD is another manifestation of American unilateralism, and assert that the 

Bush Administration did not consult sufficiently with NATO allies or with Russia, which the 

Administration argues was not the case. Other European leaders, however, support the 

missile defense project. NATO has deliberated long-range missile defense, and has taken 

actions that have been interpreted as an endorsement of the U.S. GMD system. 

 

In 2007, Congress examined the European GMD proposal and eliminated proposed funding 

for initial site construction for FY2008 pending formal agreement with Poland and the Czech 

Republic, independent studies on missile defense options for Europe, and DOD certification 

[é] 
http://italy.usembassy.gov/pdf/other/RL34051.pdf 

 

 

http://assets.opencrs.com/rpts/RS21899_20080513.pdf
http://italy.usembassy.gov/pdf/other/RL34051.pdf
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VIOLENT ISLAMIST EXTREMISM, T HE INTERNET, AND THE HOMEGROWN 

TERRORIST THREAT. United States Senate Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs. May 8, 2008. 08AD704 

 

The U.S. Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental 

Affairs, under the leadership of Chairman Joseph Lieberman (ID-CT), 

continued its investigation into the threat of domestic radicalization and 

homegrown terrorism inspired by violent Islamist ideology. This staff 

report examines how violent Islamist terrorist groups like al-Qaeda are 

using the Internet to enlist followers into the global violent Islamist 

terrorist movement and to increase support for the movement, ranging 

from ideological support, to fundraising, and ultimately to planning and 

executing terrorist attacks.  
http://hsgac.senate.gov/public/_files/IslamistReport.pdf  

[PDF format, 24 pages]. 

 

 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
 

PROTECTING AMERICA  FROM TERRORISM (Bush highlights Global War on 

Terror at Veterans of Foreign Wars Convention.) THE WHITE HOUSE, Office of the 

Press Secretary. (New Orleans, Louisiana) August 20, 2008 

 

On August 20, 2008, President Bush spoke at the Veterans of Foreign Wars National 

Convention in Orlando, Florida.  He thanked them for working closely and effectively with 

his Administration on behalf of America's veterans, and shared our Nation's many 

accomplishments so far in waging the War on Terror.  The United States became a Nation at 

war on September 11, 2001.  In this war, we are using all assets of national power to keep the 

pressure on the enemy and the American people safe from harm.  The War on Terror will be 

won on the offense ï and that is where America's fight against terrorism must remain. 
http://italy.usembassy.gov/viewer/article.asp?article=/file2008_08/alia/a8082005.htm 

 

 

THE U.S. AND NATO 
 

WE NEED A STRONG NATO WITH A BIG VISION . Remarks by U.S. Ambassador to 

NATO Ambassador Kurt Volker at Norwegian Foreign Policy Institute, Oslo, Norway. 

August 21, 2008  

 

In his first trip abroad as U.S. Permanent Representative to NATO, Ambassador Volker 

traveled to Oslo, Norway and spoke at the Norwegian Foreign Policy Institute. In his 

remarks, Ambassador Volker discussed the situation in Georgia and the NATO position as 

outlined in the NATO statement of Foreign Ministers on August 19. Ambassador Volker also 

discussed the broader implications of this crisis on transatlantic relations and the role of 

NATO. 
http://nato.usmission.gov/ambassador/2008/Amb_Volker_082108.htm 

http://hsgac.senate.gov/public/_files/IslamistReport.pdf
http://italy.usembassy.gov/viewer/article.asp?article=/file2008_08/alia/a8082005.htm
http://nato.usmission.gov/ambassador/2008/Amb_Volker_082108.htm
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THINK TANK PUBLICATIONS 
 

AMERICAN ENTERPRISE INSTITUTE 
 

THE END OF NUCLEAR DIPLOMACY. By Reuel Marc Gerecht. ON THE ISSUES. 

AEI Online.  August 21, 2008  

  

Would an Obama or McCain administration have any idea how to 

contain a nuclear-armed, oil-rich theocracy willing to deploy terrorism 

and guerrilla warfare to ensure that "justice" is brought to the Middle 

East and Afghanistan? And how will Israel react as it contemplates its 

future near a hostile Iran? It is time to breathe new life and urgency 

into a united Western front against Tehran. 

(é) American diplomats could talk for years to Saeed Jalili, the 

Iranian nuclear negotiator who is in the entourage of Ahmadinejad, and 

it would not disturb the universe in which Jalili lives and prays. 
http://www.aei.org/publications/pubID.28502,filter.all/pub_detail.asp 

 

 

AHMADINEJAD VERSUS THE CLERGY. By Ali Alfoneh.  AEI Online. MIDDLE 

EASTERN OUTLOOK No. 5, August 2008 

 

Iranian president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad has taken advantage of Iranian 

millenarianism in a well-orchestrated power play to bypass the established 

clergy. While Ahmadinejad's populism is unlikely to ignite a messianic revolt 

against the clerical establishment, its manifestations--most notably leaks about 

the clergy's involvement in economic corruption--will weaken their authority 

and allow the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps to consolidate further 

control over the power structures of the Islamic Republic. 

(é) The Iranian judiciary need not look far for those who claim contact with 

the Hidden Imam, for the Islamic Republic's own president has, on several 

occasions, done so. Ahmadinejad's belief may be as much political as religious. 
http://www.aei.org/publications/filter.all,pubID.28494/pub_detail.asp 

 

 

IRAQ: WHY WE ARE WINNING. By Jack Keane. AEI Online. NATIONAL 

SECURITY OUTLOOK, August 2008 

 

In June, General Jack Keane spoke at an AEI conference, stating flatly that we 

are winning in Iraq and that the momentum is irreversible. He spoke in detail 

about the four factors that allowed him to make this claim: the defeat of al 

Qaeda, the capitulation of the mainstream Sunni insurgency, the 

marginalization of the Shia extremists, and the improvement in the 

performance of the Iraqi Security Forces (ISF). Other reasons for his optimism 

include improvements in the political and economic situation in Iraq.  

(é)Millions of Sunnis walked away from radical Islam, something that has not 

happened anywhere else in the Arab-Muslim world. It is a portent of better 

things to come. It is a major defeat for al Qaeda in the Arab world. 
http://www.aei.org/publications/pubID.28434/pub_detail.asp 

 

http://www.aei.org/
http://www.aei.org/publications/pubID.28502,filter.all/pub_detail.asp
http://www.aei.org/publications/filter.all,pubID.28494/pub_detail.asp
http://www.aei.org/publications/pubID.28434/pub_detail.asp
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IT'S NOT A COLD WAR. By Frederick W. Kagan. AEI ARTICLES. Published in the  

National Review Online, August 20, 2008 

 

The most grotesque aspect of Russia's aggression in Georgia is the repeated Russian claim 

that Georgia poses a threat to Russia and its citizens. In language harking back to the 

Orwellian rhetoric of the Cold War, all Russian troops are "peacekeepers" and all Georgian 

forces are "diversionaries" and "terrorists." Russian troops are now openly occupying 

Georgian territory on the grounds that law and order in Georgia has collapsed. Of course it 

has. Russian tanks and airplanes crushed it underfoot. Moscow bemoans the absence of 

"legitimate political leadership" in Georgian territories like Gori even as its troops occupy 

Gori without the slightest shred of legitimacy in international law. And, yes, this is in contrast 

with American actions in Iraq, which took place on the legal basis of the U.N. resolutions that 

followed (and ended) the first Gulf War.  

Washington has been unwilling even to send military equipment to an ally whose troops were 

fighting alongside of ours in Iraq just a few weeks ago. 
http://www.aei.org/publications/pubID.28491,filter.all/pub_detail.asp 

 
 

ARMS CONTROL ASSOCIATION 
 

ARMS CONTROL TODAY, July/August 2008 
 

Featuring: 
New Presidents, New Agreements? Advancing U.S.-Russian Strategic 

Arms Control; Alexei Arbatov and Rose Gottemoeller  

 
Israelõs Airstrike on Syriaõs Reactor: Implications for the 

Nonproliferation Regime; Leonard S. Spector and Avner Cohen  

 
Before the Day After: Using Pre-Detonation Nuclear Forensics to 

Improve Fissile Material Security; Daniel H. Chivers, Bethany F. Lyles 

Goldblum, Brett H. Isselhardt, and Jonathan S. Snider  
http://www.armscontrol.org/ 

 
 

THE ATLANTIC COUNCIL OF THE UNITED STATES (ACUS) 
 

RESTORING GEORGIAôS SOVEREIGNTY IN ABKHAZIA. David L. Phillips. Policy 

Paper. The Atlantic Council of the United States, July 2008 

 

With Russia and Georgia on the brink of war, a new effort to find a solution 

to this dangerous situation is urgently needed, according to the new report. 

The report is based on a recent research mission to Sukhumi and Tbilisi 

where a joint Atlantic Council and Harriman Institute delegation met with 

leaders from both sides to the conflict and met with Russian officials. 

The report offers immediate steps to mitigate the current conflict and lay the 

ground for future negotiations. It also proposes a robust diplomatic initiative 

led by the United States and Europe that requires Russiaôs participation to 

achieve a comprehensive peace. 
http://www.acus.org/docs/Restoring%20Georgia's%20Sovereignty%20in%20Abkhazia.pdf 

http://www.aei.org/publications/pubID.28491,filter.all/pub_detail.asp
http://www.armscontrol.org/
http://www.armscontrol.org/act/current
http://www.armscontrol.org/act/2008_07-08/CoverStory
http://www.armscontrol.org/act/2008_07-08/CoverStory
http://www.armscontrol.org/act/2008_07-08/SpectorCohen
http://www.armscontrol.org/act/2008_07-08/SpectorCohen
http://www.armscontrol.org/act/2008_07-08/NuclearForensics
http://www.armscontrol.org/act/2008_07-08/NuclearForensics
http://www.armscontrol.org/
http://www.acus.org/
http://www.acus.org/docs/Restoring%20Georgia's%20Sovereignty%20in%20Abkhazia.pdf
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BROOKINGS INSTITUTION 
 

SECURING GEORGIA. Carlos Pascual, Vice President and Director, Foreign Policy; 

Steven Pifer, Visiting Fellow, Foreign Policy, Center on the United States and Europe. 

The Brookings Institution, August 18, 2008. 

 

Russian military operations against Georgia created the most serious crisis in that region 

since the Soviet Union disintegrated in 1991. Moscow has defined Georgiaôs European 

aspirations as a threat to Russian interests. At stake is more than crisis in the Caucasus ï but 

also whether Russia and the West can share a core base of values to combat terrorism, stop 

proliferation, and promote energy security. The United States cannot meet this test alone; it 

must mobilize the international community. The devastation in Georgia and South Ossetia 

make clear one point: this tragedy will not easily be put behind. Whatever Georgiaôs 

grievances, Tbilisi plainly miscalculated. It should have anticipated that sending its forces 

into South Ossetia would trigger a massive Russian response. Now Georgia faces the intense 

ire among the people it hoped to court. 

Russiaôs response ï striking by air and land into undisputed Georgian territory and deploying 

troops into another breakaway region, Abkhazia ï violated international law and made clear 

this is not just about South Ossetia. Georgiaôs independent foreign policy has angered 

Moscow, which has sought for years to re-build influence in the post-Soviet space. And it has 

become personal. Russian Prime Minister Putin, in particular, despises Georgian President 

Saakashvili and wants to bring him down. 
http://www.brookings.edu/opinions/2008/0818_georgia_pascual.aspx 

 

 

AL -QAIDA AT 20: IS THE MOVEMENT DESTINED TO FAIL?  Daniel L. Byman, 

Senior Fellow, Foreign Policy, Saban Center for Middle East Policy. The Brookings 

Institution, August 12, 2008. 

 

Even as he gloats over al-Qaida's many successes in the past 20 years, Osama Bin Laden may 

feel a sense of foreboding. For even as al-Qaida has gone from an obscure organization with 

a few dozen adherents to a global brand with name recognition most corporations would 

envy, it faces challenges on almost every front. 
http://www.brookings.edu/opinions/2008/0812_al_qaeda_byman.aspx 

 

 

STANDING DOWN AS IRAQ STANDS UP. Brookings Institute. Stephen Biddle et al. 

August 7, 2008. 08AD965 

 

The Iraq war has become one of the most polarizing issues in American politics. Most 

Democrats, including Senator Barack Obama (D-Ill.), want large, early troop cuts; most 

Republicans, including Senator John McCain (R-Ariz.), want U.S. troops to stay until Iraqôs 

stability is guaranteed. A series of positive developments in the past year and a half offers 

hope that the desire of so many Americans to bring the troops home can be fulfilled without 

leaving Iraq in chaos. The right approach, in other words, can partly square Obamaôs goal of 

redeploying large numbers of U.S. forces sooner rather than later with McCainôs goal of 

ensuring stability in Iraq. 

http://www.brookings.edu/articles/2008/09_iraq_ohanlon.aspx [HTML various paging] 

 

 

http://www.brook.edu/
http://www.brookings.edu/opinions/2008/0818_georgia_pascual.aspx
http://www.brookings.edu/opinions/2008/0812_al_qaeda_byman.aspx
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THE LOOMING CRISIS: DISPLACEMENT AND SECURITY IN IRAQ. Brookings 

Institute. Elizabeth G. Ferris. August 2008. 08AD964 

 

Lost in discussions of the military surge, the pace of troop draw downs, 

and political benchmarks are millions of displaced Iraqi women, 

children, and men. Their plight is both a humanitarian tragedy and a 

strategic crisis that is not being addressed. The U.S. administration 

officials may acknowledge it as an important issue but lack a serious 

long-term plan to address the crisis. Present and future Iraqi 

displacement has the potential to change the Middle East landscape in 

unpredictably adverse ways. But if the U.S. government, the U.N. 

system, and the non-governmental world do not think strategically 

about Iraqi displacement, the implications for security in the region 

could be equally far-reaching.  
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/papers/2008/08_iraq_ferris/08_iraq_ferris.pdf 

[PDF format, 53 pages]. 

 
 

CARNEGIE ENDOWMENT FOR INTERNATIONAL PEACE 
 

ALL EYES ON THE NUCLEAR SUPPLIERS GROUP: WILL THE NON -

PROLIFERATION MAINSTREAM SHIF T? By Sharon Squassoni. Proliferation 

Analysis, August 18, 2008  

 

The Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) will meet in Vienna in the coming weeks to discuss an 

exception for India from current guidelines for nuclear trade. The "clean exception" for India 

that has been proposed by the United States represents a major diversion from the 

nonproliferation mainstream rather than toward it. If NSG members adopt a clean exception, 

particularly in light of other discussions in the NSG on restricting enrichment and 

reprocessing, the nonproliferation mainstream may begin to look quite different. 
http://www.carnegieendowment.org/publications/index.cfm?fa=view&id=20394&prog=zgp&
proj=znpp 

 

 

THE NEW ARAB DIPLOMACY: NOT WITH THE U.S. AND NOT AGAINST THE 

U.S. Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. Marian Ottaway and Mohammed 

Herzallah. July 2008. 08AD925 

 

Arab countries are undertaking diplomatic initiatives that clearly contradict U.S. policy, 

because they no longer trust the U.S. capacity to contend with escalating regional crises. 

Even Arab countries traditionally aligned with the United States are no longer willing to 

follow Washingtonôs lead on policies toward Iran, Lebanon, or Hamas, concludes the paper. 

The authors assess the diplomatic efforts of Arab regimes seeking to fill the power vacuum 

left by the absence of a strong regime in Iraq and U.S. policy.  

http://www.carnegieendowment.org/files/cp94_ottaway_regional_diplomacy_final1.pdf [PDF 

format, 24 pages]. 

 

 

http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/papers/2008/08_iraq_ferris/08_iraq_ferris.pdf
http://www.ceip.org/files/about/about_home.asp
http://www.carnegieendowment.org/publications/index.cfm?fa=view&id=20394&prog=zgp&proj=znpp
http://www.carnegieendowment.org/publications/index.cfm?fa=view&id=20394&prog=zgp&proj=znpp
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THE MIDDLE EAST: EVOLUTION OF A BROKEN REGIONAL ORDER. By Paul 

Salem. Carnegie Endowment. Carnegie Paper, July 2008   

 
There have been many attempts by the international community to impose order in the 

Middle East. The reality is that Arab states must themselves overcome divisive ideologies, 

prioritize common interests, and develop a cooperative political and security architecture if a 

new regional order is to come to fruition, argues Paul Salem, director of the Carnegie Middle 

East Center in Beirut. 

In The Middle East: Evolution of a Broken Regional Order, Salem identifies patterns and 

trends in the dynamic history between the countries of the Middle Eastðthrough the collapse 

of Ottoman rule, European mandates, and the post-World War II developments in the 

regionðthat help to understand how Arab states, as well as Turkey and Iran, have shaped 

their policies, particularly after 9/11 and the U.S. invasion of Iraq. The paper introduces a 

series of country-by-country studies that will examine how key players in the Middle Eastð

namely Iran, Turkey, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Jordan, and Egyptðhave responded. 
http://www.carnegieendowment.org/files/cmec9_salem_broken_order_final.pdf 

 
 

CENTER FOR A NEW AMERICAN SECURITY 
 

STRATEGIC LEADERSHIP: FRAMEW ORK FOR A 21ST CENTURY NATIONAL 

SECURITY STRATEGY. Anne-Marie Slaughter, Bruce W. Jentleson, et.al. Center for a 

New American Security, July 24, 2008 

  

This report is a collective effort to provide a framework for the next 

administration as it forges a new national security strategy in a world 

marked by enormous tumult and change.   

 

Synopsis: The next president of the United States must forge a new 

national security strategy in a world marked by enormous tumult and 

change and at a time when Americaôs international standing and 

strategic position are at an historic nadir. Many of our allies question 

our motives and methods; our enemies doubt American rhetoric and 

resolve. Now, more than at any time since the late 1940s, it is vital to 

chart a new direction for Americaôs global role. 
http://www.cnas.org/attachments/wysiwyg/4740/StrategicLeadership.pdf 

 

 

FINDING OUR WAY: DEBATING AMERICAN GRAND STRATEGY. Mich¯le 

Flournoy and Shawn Brimley. Center for a New American Security. June 2008 

 

In a critical election year, the debate over Americaôs national security 

strategy has been overwhelmed by a persistent focus on essentially tactical 

issues such as: the number of troops in Iraq; whether or not America should 

engage in diplomacy with Iran; and the status of the search for Osama Bin 

Laden. Important as such issues are, they do not address the more critical 

and fundamental arguments over Americaôs purpose and place in the world.  

 

Edited by Mich¯le Flournoy and Shawn Brimley, and including 

contributions from Robert Art, G. John Ikenberry, Barry Posen, Frederick 

http://www.carnegieendowment.org/files/cmec9_salem_broken_order_final.pdf
http://www.cnas.org/
http://www.cnas.org/attachments/wysiwyg/4740/StrategicLeadership.pdf
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Kagan, and Sarah Sewall, ñFinding Our Wayò provides a compelling and accessible snapshot 

of the current grand strategy debate. Readers will find essays advocating contrasting ideas on 

vital U.S. interests, key threats facing America, the utility of international partnerships and 

alliances, the use of military force, the implications of Iraq on American strategy, and the 

need to restore a positive view of American power. This volume is an ideal primer for 

scholars and students interested in the contemporary debate over American power and 

purpose in a changing world. 
http://www.cnas.org/attachments/contentmanagers/2277/FlournoyBrimley_Finding%20Our
%20Way_June08.pdf 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: U.S. OVERSEAS MILITARY PRESENCE IN THE 21ST 

CENTURY. Michael E. O'Hanlon. Center for a New American Security. June 2008 

 

The next American president will inherit an overseas military base 

realignment process begun in the first term of the George W. Bush 

administration. This realignment, guided by an effort known as the 

Global Posture Review (GPR), was perhaps former Secretary of 

Defense Donald Rumsfeld s chief intellectual and policy 

accomplishment during his six-year tenure at the Pentagon. Unlike his 

likely warfighting legacy, particularly in regard to Iraq, the GPR is on 

generally sound conceptual foundations. But a successful outcome for 

the Global Posture Review, roughly halfway implemented as of early 

2008, will depend on the next U.S. administration refining numerous 

rough edges of the current plan and redefining the broader national security policy context in 

which any base realignment will inevitably be viewed. 
http://www.cnas.org/attachments/contentmanagers/2215/OHanlon_UnfinishedBusiness_June
2008.pdf 

 

 

CENTER FOR STRATEGIC AND INTERNATIONAL STUDIES (CSIS) 
 

U.S.-JAPAN STRATEGIC DIALOGUE: NEXT GENERATION VIEWS OF THE U.S. -

JAPAN ALLIANCE. Pacific Forum, Center for Strategic and International Studies. 

August 5, 2008. 08AD943 

 

Despite a historic strengthening of the U.S.-Japan security alliance throughout the last 

decade, new strains are emerging in the relationship. A series of developments has triggered 

concerns in Tokyo about the U.S. commitment to Japanôs defense. The U.S. readiness to 

move forward with relations with North Korea, despite a lack of progress in Japan-North 

Korea relations, has stirred fears of abandonment. For U.S. strategists, the U.S. commitment 

to Japan remains firmly rooted in common values, interests, and a long and enduring history.  

http://www.csis.org/media/csis/pubs/issuesinsights_v08n07.pdf [PDF format, 49 pages]. 

 

 

U.S.-UK NUCLEAR COOPERATION AFTER 50 YEARS. Jenifer 

Mackby and Paul Cornish (eds.). Center for Strategic and 

International Studies, July 8, 2008   

 

As Britain and the United States commemorate five decades of the 

special nuclear relationship embodied in the 1958 Mutual Defense 

http://www.cnas.org/attachments/contentmanagers/2277/FlournoyBrimley_Finding%20Our%20Way_June08.pdf
http://www.cnas.org/attachments/contentmanagers/2277/FlournoyBrimley_Finding%20Our%20Way_June08.pdf
http://www.cnas.org/attachments/contentmanagers/2215/OHanlon_UnfinishedBusiness_June2008.pdf
http://www.cnas.org/attachments/contentmanagers/2215/OHanlon_UnfinishedBusiness_June2008.pdf
http://www.csis.org/
http://www.csis.org/media/csis/pubs/issuesinsights_v08n07.pdf
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Agreement (MDA), two leading research institutesðone on either side of the Atlanticðhave 

collaborated to examine that history. The Center for Strategic and International Studies, in 

Washington, D.C., and the Royal Institute of International Affairs, Chatham House, London, 

enlisted senior officials, scientists, academics, and members of industry who have been 

involved in the implementation of the MDA over the years. The contributors were asked to 

recount how the U.S.-UK nuclear relationship flourished despite such obstacles as the halt in 

the scientific cooperation that had spurred the Manhattan Project; the Suez crisis; and sharp 

disagreements over scientific, political, and technical issues. They were also asked to look to 

the future of this unparalleled transatlantic relationship. Abstracts from 36 oral histories 

(taken with, among others, Des Browne, UK secretary of state for defence; James 

Schlesinger, former U.S. secretary of energy; and Harold Brown, former U.S. secretary of 

defense) add to the historical dimension of this work. The resulting collection of histories, 

analyses, and anecdotes provides valuable reading for an understanding of how the two 

nations were drawn together by a common threat during a turbulent era, as well as how they 

will face future challenges in a radically changed security environment. 
http://www.csis.org/media/csis/pubs/080814_macky_us-uk_nuclear_frontmatter.pdf 

 

 

MANAGING THE NEXT DOMESTIC CATASTROPHE: READY (OR NOT)? Center 

for Strategic & International Studies. Christine E. Wormuth and Anne Witkowsky. June 

2008. 08AD874 

 

America is not ready for the next catastrophe. Years have passed since 

the 9/11 attacks and the response to Hurricane Katrina, but there are 

still no government-wide plans to respond to a catastrophe. There is 

still considerable confusion over who will be in charge during a 

disaster. There are still almost no dedicated military forces on rapid 

alert to respond to a crisis here at home. Readying America to face the 

threats of the postï September 11 era is an enormous task. The key for 

the next administration will be to take the building blocks of the 

national preparedness system that already exist and bring them 

together, fill in gaps, and provide the resources to make the system 

work.  
http://www.csis.org/media/csis/pubs/080606_managingthenextdomesticcatastrophe.pdf  

[PDF format, 103 pages]. 

 

 

ISRAELI WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION. Center for Strategic & International 

Studies. Anthony H. Cordesman. June 2, 2008. 08AD791 

 

Israelôs nuclear capabilities and the efforts to develop weapons of mass 

destruction are some of its most secret and controversial developments. 

Many estimates of Israel's nuclear weapons trace back to rough 

estimates made a decade ago. No official Israeli data or credible 

outside reports data have emerged on the details of Israel's strategic 

doctrine, targeting plans, or systems for planning and executing 

nuclear strikes, or how these have changed in recent years. However, a 

great deal of speculation has emerged over how Israel might act in a 

war or crisis. 
http://www.csis.org/media/csis/pubs/080603_israel_syria_wmd.pdf 

[PDF format, 32 pages]. 

http://www.csis.org/media/csis/pubs/080814_macky_us-uk_nuclear_frontmatter.pdf
http://www.csis.org/media/csis/pubs/080606_managingthenextdomesticcatastrophe.pdf
http://www.csis.org/media/csis/pubs/080603_israel_syria_wmd.pdf
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TRANSNATIONAL THREATS UPDATE. Center for Strategic & International Studies. 

June 2008. 08AD902 

 

The update includes the Intellectual Feud over al Qaeda, Venezuela Identified as Hezbollah 

Sponsor, Suspected Syrian Arms Dealer Extradited to the United States, Sydney Police Chief 

in International Drug Ring, and Pirates Continue Siege on Oilfields in Niger Delta, among 

others.  

http://www.csis.org/media/csis/pubs/tnt_06-08.pdf [PDF format, 6 pages]. 

 

 

THE VITAL TRIANGLECHINA, THE UNITED STATES, AND THE MIDDLE EAST. 

Jon B. Alterman and John W. Garver. Center for Strategic & International Studies, May 

20, 2008   

 

This volume explores the complex interrelationships among China, the 

United States, and the Middle Eastðwhat the authors call the "vital 

triangle." There is surely much to be gained from continuing the 

conventional two-dimensional analysisðChina and the United States, the 

United States and the Middle East, and China and the Middle East. Such 

scholarship has a long history and no doubt a long future. But it is the 

three-dimensional equationðwhich seeks to understand the effects of the 

ChinaïMiddle East relationship on the United States, the U.S.ïMiddle 

East relationship on China, and the Sino-American relationship on the 

Middle Eastðthat draws the authors' attention. This approach captures 

the true dynamics of change in world affairs and the spiraling up and down of national 

interests. Central to this analysis is a belief that if any one of the three sides of this triangular 

relationship is unhappy, it has the power to make the other two unhappy as well. The stakes 

and the intimacy of the interrelationship highlight not only the importance of reaching 

accommodation, but also the potential payoff of agreement on common purpose. 
http://www.csis.org/media/csis/pubs/080624-alterman-vitaltriangle.pdf 

 
 

CENTURY FOUNDATION (TCF) 
 

NATION -BUILDING AND COUNTERINSURGENCY AFTER IRAQ. James Dobbins. 

The Century Foundation, 8/11/2008   

   

 Mothballed after the failed venture to create a sustainable South Vietnamese "nation" in the 

1960s and ó70s, terms such as "nation-building" and "counterinsurgency" have returned to the 

front burner of Americaôs security debate with the U.S.-led military operations in 

Afghanistan and Iraq. The Century Foundation this spring sought out James Dobbinsðone of 

Americaôs foremost diplomats and negotiators in areas of crisis and now director of the 

International Security and Defense Policy Center at the RAND Corporationðto write a paper 

reconsidering ñNation-Building and Counterinsurgency after Iraq.ò  

 

In his new paper, Dobbins argues that ñnation-buildingò is now firmly back on the national 

and international agendas, and that the experience of activities led by the United States in 

Afghanistan and Iraq has revealed some serious weaknesses in Washingtonôs nation-building 

approaches and the agencies that seek to implement them. 

 

http://www.csis.org/media/csis/pubs/tnt_06-08.pdf
http://www.csis.org/media/csis/pubs/080624-alterman-vitaltriangle.pdf
http://www.tcf.org/
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The new Dobbins paper traces American actions (and amnesia) from the early 1990s through 

Afghanistan and Iraq, and looks past the current situations to a future in which, he argues, 

nation-building missions will be unavoidable. He outlines for new U.S. administration a 

number of policy recommendations that will be important both to Americans and our 

international partners in a world replete with countries whose stability and survival depend on 

international support.  
http://www.tcf.org/publications/internationalaffairs/dobbinscopy.pdf 

 

 

AMERICA  AND THE EMERGING IRAQI REALITY: NEW GOALS, NO 

ILLUSIONS. Century Foundation. Ellen Laipson. Web posted June 10, 2008. 08AD809 

 

The author argues that the United States needs to move quickly to reset its Iraq policy goals, 

arguing that U.S. strategic goals in the Middle East region require a change in Iraq policy 

regardless of how Iraqôs internal political scenario plays out. According to the report, 

elections in both Iraq and the U.S. over the next eighteen months could significantly change 

the landscape for U.S. policy toward Iraq. A new U.S. administration could find itself dealing 

with different Iraqi political leaders than those collaborating with President Bush, possibly 

taking more stringent positions on the U.S. military presence in the country.   

http://www.tcf.org/publications/internationalaffairs/laipson.pdf [PDF format, 28 pages]. 

 
 

COMBATING TERRORISM CENTER AT WEST POINT, U.S. MILITARY 
ACADEMY 
 

BOMBERS, BANK ACCOUNTS, & BLEEDOUT. Combating Terrorism Center, West 

Point. Peter Bergen et al. August 2008. 08AD945 

 

The report analyzes alQa`ida in Iraqôs (AQI) operations from spring 

2006 to summer 2007 and is being issued with a trove of documents 

captured by coalition forces near Sinjar, Iraq. The documents include 

almost 600 AQI personnel records for foreign fighters crossing into 

Iraq, AQI contracts for suicide bombers, AQI contracts for fighters 

leaving Iraq, narratives written by alQa`idaôs Syrian smugglers, and 

AQI financial records. The CTC also acquired demographic information 

on all Third Country Nationals (TCNs) in detention at Camp Bucca, 

Iraq. Saudi Arabia contributed the highest number of foreign fighters to 

alQa`idaôs fight in Iraq between August 2006 and August 2007, 

followed by Libya. 

http://www.ctc.usma.edu/harmony/pdf/Sinjar_2_July_23.pdf [PDF format, 126 pages].  

 

 

COUNCIL ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
 

SECURING PAKISTANôS TRIBAL BELT. Council on Foreign Relations. Daniel 

Markey. July 2008. 08AD888 

 

Pakistan is the worldôs second-most populous Muslim-majority country, with nearly 170 

million people. Pakistanôs nuclear arsenal and history of abetting proliferation put it in a 

position to dilute global efforts to stem the spread of nuclear materials and weapons. And it is 

http://www.tcf.org/publications/internationalaffairs/dobbinscopy.pdf
http://www.tcf.org/publications/internationalaffairs/laipson.pdf
http://ctc.usma.edu/
http://ctc.usma.edu/
http://www.ctc.usma.edu/harmony/pdf/Sinjar_2_July_23.pdf
http://www.cfr.org/
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host to local extremist groups, the Taliban, and global terrorist organizations, most notably al-

Qaeda. 

The relationship between the United States and Pakistan has long been characterized by 

cooperation and recrimination alike. Pakistan is a strategic friend of the United States, but 

one that often appears unable or unwilling to address a number of vexing security concerns. 

http://www.cfr.org/content/publications/attachments/Pakistan_CSR36.pdf [PDF format, 78 

pages]. 

 

 

DEALING WITH DAMASCUS: SEEKING A GREATER RETURN ON U.S.-SYRIA 

RELATIONS. Council on Foreign Relations. Mona Yacoubian and Scott Lasensky. June 

2008. 08AD829 

Syriaôs unwillingness to make peace with Israel, close ties to Iran, political and military 

interference in Lebanon, and support for Hezbollah and Hamas, both of which appear on the 

U.S. State Departmentôs list of Foreign Terrorist Organizations, have caused significant strain 

with the U.S. Syria itself is one of five countries on the State Departmentôs list of State 

Sponsors of Terrorism. At the same time, the U.S. and Syria have a history of limited 

cooperation and there are occasions when U.S. and Syrian interests overlap. Yacoubian and 

Lasensky provide guidance for U.S. policy toward Syria on questions concerning Lebanon, 

Israel-Syria peace talks, and Iraq.  
http://www.cfr.org/content/publications/attachments/Syria_CSR33.pdf  

[PDF format, 60 pages]. 

 

 

ELECTRONIC PRIVACY INFORMATION CENTER 
 

REAL ID IMPLEMENTATION REVIEW: FEW BENEFITS, STAGGERING COSTS. 

Electronic Privacy Information Center. May 2008. 08AD750 

 

Throughout its history, the United States has rejected the idea of a 

national identification system. The REAL ID Act mandates that State 

driver's licenses and ID cards follow federal technical standards and 

verification procedures issued by Homeland Security. REAL ID also 

enables tracking, surveillance, and profiling of the American public. 

 

May 11, 2008 was the statutory deadline for implementation of the 

REAL ID system, but not one State is in compliance with the federal 

law creating a national identification system. The report details the 

many problems with the plan to implement this vast national 

identification system. The REAL ID system remains filled with threats to privacy, security 

and civil liberties that have not been resolved. 

http://epic.org/privacy/id-cards/epic_realid_0508.pdf [PDF format, 38 pages]. 

 

http://www.cfr.org/content/publications/attachments/Pakistan_CSR36.pdf
http://www.cfr.org/content/publications/attachments/Syria_CSR33.pdf
http://epic.org/
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HERITAGE FOUNDATION 
 

WHO SERVES IN THE U.S. MILITARY? THE DEMOGRAPHICS OF ENLISTED 

TROOPS AND OFFICERS. By Shanea Watkins, Ph.D. and James Sherk. Center for 

Data Analysis Report #08-05. Heritage Foundation, August 21, 2008 

 

Who serves in the active-duty ranks of the U.S. all-volunteer military? 

Conventional wisdom holds that military service disproportionately 

attracts minorities and men and women from disadvan-taged 

backgrounds. Many believe that troops enlist because they have few 

options, not because they want to serve their country. Others believe 

that the war in Iraq has forced the military to lower its recruiting 

standards. 

Previous Heritage Foundation studies that exam-ined the backgrounds 

of enlisted personnel refute this interpretation. This report expands on 

those studies by using an improved methodology to study the 

demographic characteristics of newly commissioned officers and personnel who enlisted in 

2006 and 2007. 
http://www.heritage.org/Research/NationalSecurity/upload/CDA_08-05.pdf 

 

 

EUROPE'S CATALOGUE OF FAILURES IN GEORGIA.By Sally McNamara. 

Heritage Foundation WebMemo #2033, August 21, 2008 

 

When Russia invaded Georgia on August 8, Europe's frozen conflicts 

were quickly brought out of the deep freeze. In an immense 

demonstration of Russia's military and political power, Moscow 

crushed Georgian defenses in South Ossetia and moved quickly into 

Georgia proper. As the European Union's (EU) biggest political figure 

and current President of the European Council, French President 

Nicholas Sarkozy quickly assumed control, negotiating a six-point 

ceasefire after visiting both capitals. However, Russia continues to 

flout the cease-fire agreement and divisions have emerged among 

Europe's capitals as how to approach Russia in the wake of this crisis. 
http://www.heritage.org/Research/Europe/wm2033.cfm 

 

 

RUSSIA-GEORGIA WAR HIGHLIGHTS NEED FOR DIRECTED -ENERGY 

DEFENSES. By James Jay Carafano, Ph.D. WebMemo #2030 August 19, 2008 

 

For the second time in recent years, the United States has witnessed another wake-up call for 

the importance of fielding directed-energy weapons capable of shooting-down mortar and 

artillery fire, as well as intercepting short-range rockets and missiles. The Pentagon, the 

Department of Homeland Security, and the Congress need to place more emphasis on fielding 

working prototypes of these systems as quickly as possible. 
http://www.heritage.org/Research/NationalSecurity/upload/wm_2030.pdf 

 

 

http://www.heritage.org/
http://www.heritage.org/Research/NationalSecurity/upload/CDA_08-05.pdf
http://www.heritage.org/Research/Europe/wm2033.cfm
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POLISH-U.S. MISSILE DEFENSE DEAL MAKES SENSE. By James Jay Carafano, 

Ph.D. WebMemo #2026 August 15, 2008 

 

It is widely reported in the world press that the United States and 

Poland have agreed on terms for deploying ballistic missile interceptors 

in the East European country. The interceptors would work in 

conjunction with radars that will be deployed in the Czech Republic 

(the result of another agreement announced earlier this year). Together, 

they will comprise a ground-based missile defense system that would 

be able to shoot-down a limited number of ballistic missiles launched 

from Iran at targets in Europe or North America. This latest agreement 

is in the best interest of all the members of NATO on both sides of the 

Atlantic. (In fact, NATO has already endorsed the concept.) Congress 

should fully support deployment of the Western European ballistic missile defense shield. 
http://www.heritage.org/Research/BallisticMissileDefense/upload/wm_2026.pdf 

 

 

NORTH KOREA DENUCLEARIZAT ION REQUIRES RIGOROUS VERIFICATION 

SYSTEM. Heritage Foundation. Bruce Klingner. July 16, 2008. 08AD906 

 

The six-party talks nations agreed on July 12 to broad measures for verifying North Korea's 

pledge to abandon its nuclear weapons programs. North Korea did agree to verification 

measures that included "visits to facilities, review of documents, interviews with technical 

personnel and other measures." But there is no indication to date that Pyongyang has 

accepted any verification requirements other than at the Yongbyon nuclear facilities. The 

report suggests three conditions: insist North Korea fulfill its existing requirement, require 

more detailed follow-on joint statements, and implement a rigorous and intrusive verification 

mechanism. 
http://www.heritage.org/Research/AsiaandthePacific/upload/wm_1996.pdf  

[PDF format, 4 pages]. 

 

 

WHY NATO MUST WIN IN AFGHANISTAN: A CENTRAL FRONT IN THE WAR 

ON TERRORISM. By Sally McNamara. Heritage Foundation. Backgrounder #2148, 

June 23, 2008 

Jonathan Evans, director general of Britain's secu-rity service MI5 describes 

al-Qaeda and its associated groups as, "the main national security threat that 

we face today." Through a series of attacks and attempted attacks, Islamist 

extremists have declared war on the values that underpin the liberal 

democracies of Brit-ain, Europe, and the entire West. In an extraordinary 

public speech, Mr. Evans detailed a growing and evolving al-Qaeda threat to 

the United Kingdom, where at least 2,000 individuals have been identified as 

a threat to national security because of their support for terrorism. He went on 

to identify the increased threats posed by the "extension of the al-Qaeda 

brand" in both the Middle East and Europe.  
http://www.heritage.org/Research/Europe/upload/bg_2148.pdf 

 

http://www.heritage.org/Research/BallisticMissileDefense/upload/wm_2026.pdf
http://www.heritage.org/Research/AsiaandthePacific/upload/wm_1996.pdf
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HUDSON INSTITUTE 
 

U.S. ï RUSSIAN RELATIONS: IS CONFLICT INEVITABLE? Hudson Institute. June 

26, 2007  

 

The purpose of the Hudson Study Group on U.S. ï Russia relations was to identify some of 

the core issues in U.S. ï Russia relations and to make recommendations on ways to prevent 

their further deterioration. The participants in this study group are Russian and American 

political writers and scholars with long experience in U.S. ï Russian relations. They met on 

March 26-27, 2007 in Washington, D.C. 
http://www.hudson.org/files/publications/HudsonRussianGroupJun26_2007.pdf 

 

 

HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH 
 
GETTING AWAY WITH MURDER: 50 Years of the Armed Forces (Special Powers) 

Act. Human Rights Watch, August 2008 

 

The AFSPA gives the armed forces wide powers to shoot to kill, 

arrest on flimsy pretext, conduct warrantless searches, and demolish 

structures in the name of ñaiding civil power.ò Equipped with these 

special powers, soldiers have raped, tortured, ñdisappeared,ò and 

killed Indian citizens for five decades without fear of being held 

accountable. The Act violates provisions of international human 

rights law, including the right to life, the right to be protected from 

arbitrary arrest and detention, and the right to be free from torture and 

cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment. It also denies the victims of 

the abuses the right to a remedy. The best 61st Independence Day 

present for the people of India would be a repeal of this draconian legislation. 
http://hrw.org/backgrounder/2008/india0808/india0808webwcover.pdf 

 

INTERNAL FIGHT: PALESTINIAN ABUSES IN GAZA AND THE WEST BANK. 

Human Rights Watch. July 2008. 08AD946 

 

The report documents human rights abuses over the past year by the 

competing Palestinian authorities in Gaza and the West Bank, Hamas 

and Fatah, respectively. Palestinians in both places have suffered 

serious abuses at the hands of their own security forces, in addition to 

persistent abuses by the occupying power, Israel. In both Gaza and the 

West Bank, the human rights abuses documented in the report amount 

to violations of Palestinian law, the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and 

the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or 

Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CAT). Palestinian Authority 

officials have repeatedly pledged to respect their standards. As a political party and armed 

group, Hamas has publicly committed itself on numerous occasions to respect international 

human rights norms.  

http://hrw.org/reports/2008/iopt0708/iopt0708webwcover.pdf [PDF format, 115 pages]. 

http://hudson.org/
http://www.hudson.org/files/publications/HudsonRussianGroupJun26_2007.pdf
http://hrw.org/
http://hrw.org/
http://hrw.org/backgrounder/2008/india0808/india0808webwcover.pdf
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INSTITUTE FOR FOREIGN POLICY ANALYSIS, INC. (IFPA) 
 

THE U.S. FOREIGN DISASTER RESPONSE PROCESS: How It Works and How It 

Could Work Better. Charles M. Perry; Marina Travayiaki s. The Institute for Foreign 

Policy Analysis, Inc. May 2008 

 

Current thinking with respect to disaster relief planning has become 

increasingly intertwined with and influenced by broader discussions on 

stability operations, with its emphasis on coordinated military and 

civilian support to nations in need across a wide spectrum of relief, 

recovery, and reconstruction activities. As a result, those charged with 

responsibility for preparing and managing disaster relief operationsï 

and for absorbing lessons learned to improve the effectiveness of 

future operationsï are increasingly taking a longer-term perspective 

that places as much emphasis on preventive measures that may be 

initiated before and after a disaster has occurred to reduce the damage 

and the costs of future incidents as it does on the provision of emergency relief in the midst of 

a disaster. This shift in perspective has in turn underscored the critical importance of coupling 

relatively short-term disaster relief efforts with humanitarian assistance programs aimed at 

building local capacities over time to cope with sudden disasters. 
http://www.ifpa.org/pdf/DisasterRelief.pdf 

 

 

INSTITUTE FOR THE STUDY OF WAR 
 

ORDER OF BATTLE, MULTI -NATIONAL FORCE ï IRAQ, AUGUST 2008. Wesley 

Morgan, Researcher, Institute for the Study of War  

 

This document (in Adobe Acrobat format) describes the location and area of responsibility of 

all Multi-National Force-Iraq units, down to the battalion level updated as of August 2008.  

Many new units have assumed responsibilities in Iraq.  ISW derives all information in the 

Order of Battle from open sources that are readily available and cited in the document. 
http://www.understandingwar.org/files/US%20Order%20of%20Battle%20-
%20June%202006%20-%20August%202008.pdf 

 

 

SITUATION REPORT, RUSSO-GEORGIAN CONFLICT. Insti tute for the Study of 

War. Frederick W. Kagan. August 19, 2008. 08AD962 

 

On August 12, President Medvedev told Defense Minister Anatolii Serdiukov and Chief of 

the General Staff Nikolai Makarov that he has decided to terminate the operation compelling 

the Georgian forces to peace. Medvedev told Sarkozy, the French President, that ñthe final 

resolution of the situation is possible on two conditions:  the return of Georgian forces to their 

starting positions and the signature of a legally binding document about the non-use of 

force.ò 
http://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/situation-report-russo-georgian-conflict 

[HTML format, various paging] 
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THE FIGHT FOR MOSUL March 2003 -March 2008. Institute for the Study of War. 

Eric Hammilton . June 4, 2008 

 

In 2007, Al Qaeda in Iraq (AQI) was steadily pushed into northern 

Iraq. By the spring of 2008, the network attempted to regroup in 

certain areas, particularly around the city of Mosul. Mosul has long 

been an important hub for the Sunni insurgency and Coalition 

commanders have identified it as a strategic center of gravity for AQI. 

Though AQI cells remain in central Iraq, the principal fight against 

the network is now taking place in Mosul, western Ninawa province, 

and further south in the Zaôab triangle. As the fight against AQI 

proceeds and the Government of Iraq attempts to establish security 

and governance in northern Iraq it is important to understand the 

context in which this struggle will take place. Iraq Report #8 focuses on the fight for Mosul 

beginning with the context and history of the city and then detailing efforts to establish 

security in Mosul and Ninawa from the beginning of the Iraq War in 2003 through the 

shaping operations that preceded Operationsô Lionsô Roar and Mother of Two Springs in 

May 2008. 
http://www.understandingwar.org/report/the-fight-for-mosul 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL CRISIS GROUP (ICG) 
 

RUSSIA VS GEORGIA: THE FALLOUT. Europe Report NÁ195. ICG, 22 August 2008  

 

The Russia-Georgia conflict has transformed the contemporary geopolitical world, with large 

consequences for peace and security in Europe and beyond. Moscowôs initial moves into 

South Ossetia as large-scale violence broke out there on 7-8 August were in part a response to 

a disastrous miscalculation by a Georgian leadership that was impatient with gradual 

confidence building and a Russian-dominated negotiations process. But Russiaôs 

disproportionate counter-attack, with movement of large forces into Abkhazia and deep into 

Georgia, accompanied by the widespread destruction of economic infrastructure, damage to 

the economy and disruption of communications and movement between different regions of 

the country, constitutes a dramatic shift in Russian-Western relations. It has undermined 

regional stability and security; threatened energy corridors that are vital for Europe; made 

claims with respect to ethnic Russians and other minorities that could be used to destabilise 

other parts of the former Soviet Union, with Ukraine a potential target; and shown disregard 

for international law. 
http://www.crisisgroup.org/library/documents/europe/caucasus/195_russia_vs_georgia___the
_fallout.pdf 

 

 

TALIBAN PROPAGANDA: WINNING THE WAR OF WORDS? Asia Report NÁ158. 

ICG, 24 July 2008  

 

The Taliban has created a sophisticated communications apparatus that projects an 

increasingly confident movement. Using the full range of media, it is successfully tapping 

into strains of Afghan nationalism and exploiting policy failures by the Kabul government 

and its international backers. The result is weakening public support for nation-building, even 

though few actively support the Taliban. The Karzai government and its allies must make 

greater efforts, through word and deed, to address sources of alienation exploited in Taliban 

http://www.understandingwar.org/report/the-fight-for-mosul
http://www.crisisweb.org/home/index.cfm
http://www.crisisgroup.org/library/documents/europe/caucasus/195_russia_vs_georgia___the_fallout.pdf
http://www.crisisgroup.org/library/documents/europe/caucasus/195_russia_vs_georgia___the_fallout.pdf
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propaganda, particularly by ending arbitrary detentions and curtailing civilian casualties from 

aerial bombing.  

Analysing the Talibanôs public statements has limits, since the insurgent group seeks to 

underscore successes ï or imagined successes ï and present itself as having the purest of 

aims, while disguising weaknesses and underplaying its brutality. However, the method still 

offers a window into what the movement considers effective in terms of recruitment and 

bolstering its legitimacy among both supporters and potential sympathisers. 
http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/getfile.cfm?id=3536&tid=5589&type=pdf&l=1 

 
 

INTERNATIONAL PANEL ON FISSILE MATERIALS (IPFM) 
 

THE LEGACY OF REPROCESSING IN THE UNITED KINGDOM. Martin Forwood.  

Research Report No. 5.  International Panel on Fissile Materials, July 2008 

 

This report identifies the current state at Sellafield, the 

underperforming commercial operations that contribute to its legacy, 

the clean-up and decommissioning plans for the site, proposals for the 

management of the stockpiles of separated plutonium and uranium and 

nuclear wastes, and lastly the overall socio-economic and health impact 

of the Sellafield enterprise on the local communities. 

Despite the legacy and the loss-making commercial operations that 

contribute to it, reprocessing is allowed to continue with full 

Government backing even though the original rationale for the 

operation has evaporated. The future of Sellafield remains undecided, 

for whilst the site is currently programmed to be decommissioned by 2120, Government 

support for the construction of a fleet of new nuclear power stations in the UK, and the 

industryôs lobbying for new reprocessing and MOX production facilities could see the plans 

amended and the siteôs future extended. 
http://www.fissilematerials.org/ipfm/site_down/rr05.pdf 

 
 

MEMORIAL INSTITUTE FOR THE PREVENTION OF TERRORISM (MIPT) 
 

THE EVOLUTION OF TERR ORISM AS A GLOBAL TEST OF WILLS: A 

PERSONAL ASSESSMENT AND PERSPECTIVE. Memorial Institute for the 

Prevention of Terrorism. Stephen Sloan. May 2008. 08AD795 

 

The report notes that the political leadership at all levels must convey 

to the public that terrorism is a protracted and often non-territorial 

form of violent conflict. It suggests that the necessary policies to 

resolve terrorism must be developed with the will to combat terrorism 

by both the public and governments. There needs to be recognition that 

there are real limits in regards to what the United States can do either 

unilaterally or multilaterally in countering the terrorists, who justify 

terrorism through their misinterpretation of the basic precepts of a 

great religion.  
http://www.terrorisminfo.mipt.org/pdf/Evolution-Of-Terrorism-

Global-Test-Of-Wills.pdf [PDF format, 29 pages]. 

http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/getfile.cfm?id=3536&tid=5589&type=pdf&l=1
http://www.fissilematerials.org/
http://www.fissilematerials.org/ipfm/site_down/rr05.pdf
http://www.mipt.org/
http://www.terrorisminfo.mipt.org/pdf/Evolution-Of-Terrorism-Global-Test-Of-Wills.pdf
http://www.terrorisminfo.mipt.org/pdf/Evolution-Of-Terrorism-Global-Test-Of-Wills.pdf
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NATIONAL DEFENSE UNIVERSITY (NDU) 
 

JOINT FORCE QUARTERLY. Issue 50 

3rd Quarter 2008 

ƹThis issue focuses on naval power 
http://www.ndu.edu/inss/Press/jfq_pages/i50.htm 

 

 

JOINT FORCE QUARTERLY. Issue 49  

                        2nd Quarter 2008 

This issue focuses on Air and Space PowerƷ 
http://www.ndu.edu/inss/Press/jfq_pages/i49.htm 

 

 

PEW 
 

 GLOBAL UNEASE WITH MAJOR WORLD POWERS; Rising Environmental 

Concern in 47-Nation Survey. Pew Research Center. Released: 06.27.07 

 

A 47-nation survey finds global public opinion increasingly wary of the world's 

dominant nations and disapproving of their leaders. Anti-Americanism is 

extensive, as it has been for the past five years. At the same time, the image of 

China has slipped significantly among the publics of other major nations. 

Opinion about Russia is mixed, but confidence in its president, Vladimir Putin, 

has declined sharply. 
http://pewglobal.org/reports/display.php?ReportID=256 

 
 

RAND 
 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE TRAINING FOR OPERATIONS WITH 

INTERAGENCY,  MULTINATIONAL, AND COALITION PARTNERS. By: Michael 

Spirtas; Jennifer D. P.; et.al. RAND Monograph. August 2008 

 

The nature of recent challenges and the types of missions the U.S. 

Department of Defense (DoD) has undertaken highlight the need for DoD 

to consider ways to help the military prepare to work with other 

government agencies, international organizations, private and 

nongovernmental organizations, and foreign militaries. These challenges 

require DoD to combine military and nonmilitary means, such as 

intelligence, diplomacy, and developmental assistance, to advance U.S. 

national-security interests. Moreover, exhibiting cultural awareness and 

sensitivity vis- -̈vis non-DoD partners is paramount to successful 

operational planning and execution. To build or bolster local governance, 

to foster economic growth, and to respond to natural disasters, the United States must also 

use different types of tools, military and otherwise, simultaneously. It is no small task to 

synchronize these different tools so that they work in tandem, or at least minimize conflict 

between them. This report provides suggestions for how the U.S. military can help prepare its 

personnel to work successfully with interagency, multinational, and coalition partners. The 

authors found that almost all of the requirements for integrated-operations training can be 

http://www.ndu.edu/
http://www.ndu.edu/inss/Press/jfq_pages/i50.htm
http://www.ndu.edu/inss/Press/jfq_pages/i49.htm
http://pewresearch.org/
http://pewresearch.org/
http://pewglobal.org/reports/display.php?ReportID=256
http://www.rand.org/
http://www.ndu.edu/inss/Press/jfq_pages/i50.htm
http://www.ndu.edu/inss/Press/jfq_pages/i49.htm
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found in existing joint and service task lists. Current training programs aimed at headquarters 

staffs need to be revamped to focus on high-priority tasks that are amenable to training. 
http://www.rand.org/pubs/monographs/MG707/ 

 

 

FUTURE U.S. SECURITY RELATIONSHIPS WITH IRAQ AND AFGHANISTAN: 

U.S. Air Force Roles. By: David E. Thaler, Theodore W. Karasik, et.a.  

 

The United States is heavily invested ð diplomatically, economically, 

and militarily ð in Iraq and Afghanistan, and developments in these two 

nations will affect not only their own interests but those of their neighbors 

and the United States as well. The authors emphasize that the United 

States must clarify its long-term intentions to the governments and 

peoples in Iraq, Afghanistan, and the surrounding regions. They describe 

possible regional security structures and bilateral U.S. relationships with 

both countries. The authors recommend that the United States offer a 

wide range of security cooperation activities to future governments in 

Kabul and Baghdad that are willing to work with the United States but 

should also develop plans that hedge against less-favorable contingencies. Finally, arguing 

that the U.S. Air Force could remain heavily tasked in Iraq and Afghanistan even after major 

U.S. troop withdrawals, they recommend that the United States provide increased, sustained 

resources for development of the Iraqi and Afghan airpower, because the greater the 

emphasis on building these capabilities now, the faster indigenous air forces will be able to 

operate independently and the operational demands on the U.S. Air Force will diminish. 
http://www.rand.org/pubs/monographs/2008/RAND_MG681.pdf 

 

 

HOW TERRORIST GROUPS END: IMPLICATIONS FOR COUNTERING AL 

QA'IDA. By: Seth G. Jones, Martin C. Libicki. RAND Monograph. July 2008 

 

All terrorist groups eventually end. But how do they end? The evidence 

since 1968 indicates that most groups have ended because (1) they joined 

the political process (43 percent) or (2) local police and intelligence 

agencies arrested or killed key members (40 percent). Military force has 

rarely been the primary reason for the end of terrorist groups, and few 

groups within this time frame have achieved victory. This has significant 

implications for dealing with al Qa'ida and suggests fundamentally 

rethinking post-9/11 U.S. counterterrorism strategy: Policymakers need 

to understand where to prioritize their efforts with limited resources and 

attention. The authors report that religious terrorist groups take longer to 

eliminate than other groups and rarely achieve their objectives. The largest groups achieve 

their goals more often and last longer than the smallest ones do. Finally, groups from upper-

income countries are more likely to be left-wing or nationalist and less likely to have religion 

as their motivation. The authors conclude that policing and intelligence, rather than military 

force, should form the backbone of U.S. efforts against al Qa'ida. And U.S. policymakers 

should end the use of the phrase ñwar on terrorismò since there is no battlefield solution to 

defeating al Qa'ida.  
http://www.rand.org/pubs/monographs/2008/RAND_MG741-1.pdf 
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