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OBAMA SETS BOLD NEW PRINCIPLES FOR U.S. ENERGY,  

CLIMATE POLICIES 

President moves to reverse some policies of his predecessor  

26 January 2009 
By Andrzej Zwaniecki 
Staff Writer 

 

Washington ð President Obama vowed the United States will lead 

the global fight against global warming as he moved emphatically to 

overturn Bush administrationôs energy and climate change policies. 
 
ñWe will make it clear to the world that America is ready to lead,ò 

Obama said at the White House on January 26. During his 

campaign, Obama promised to fight global warming, cut energy 

consumption and reduce U.S. dependence on foreign energy 

sources. 
 
The president said he views America as 

part of a global coalition whose members 

work together to protect global climate 

and collective security. He said other large economies such as 

China and India must do their part to limit greenhouse gas 

emissions, ñjust as we are now willing to do ours.ò 
 
Obama said the United States will not delay action due to tough 

economic conditions. Promoting climate-friendly renewable 

energy, he said, actually will stimulate the ailing U.S. economy 

and reduce demand for oil imports.  
 
ñAmerica will not be held hostage to dwindling resources, hostile 

regimes and a warming planet,ò Obama said.  
 
 
http://www.america.gov/st/econ -
english/2009/January/20090126181729cpataruk0.8505976.html&distid=ucs 
  

President Obama 
speaks at the White 
House before signing an 
executive order dealing 
with energy and climate 
issues. 

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 
names Todd Stern as the new 
special envoy for climate change 

January 26. 

http://www.america.gov/st/econ-english/2009/January/20090126181729cpataruk0.8505976.html&distid=ucs
http://www.america.gov/st/econ-english/2009/January/20090126181729cpataruk0.8505976.html&distid=ucs
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The White House Agenda 

ENERGY AND THE ENVIRONMENT  
 

The energy challenges our country faces are severe and have gone unaddressed for 

far too long. Our addiction to foreign oil doesn't just undermine our national security 

and wreak havoc on our environment -- it cripples our economy and strains the 

budgets of working families all across America. President Obama and Vice 

President Biden have a comprehensive plan to invest in alternative and renewable 

energy, end our addiction to foreign oil, address the global climate crisis and create 

millions of new jobs. 

 

The Obama-Biden comprehensive New Energy for America plan will: 

 

¶ Help create five million new jobs by strategically investing $150 billion over 

the next ten years to catalyze private efforts to build a clean energy future.  

 

¶ Within 10 years save more oil than we currently import from the Middle East 

and Venezuela combined.  

 

¶ Put 1 million Plug-In Hybrid cars -- cars that can get up to 150 miles per 

gallon -- on the road by 2015, cars that we will work to make sure are built 

here in America.  

 

¶ Ensure 10 percent of our electricity comes from renewable sources by 2012, 

and 25 percent by 2025.  

 

¶ Implement an economy-wide cap-and-trade program to reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions 80 percent by 2050.  

 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/agenda/energy_and_environment/  

http://www.whitehouse.gov/agenda/energy_and_environment/
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UNIVERSITY -PRIVATE SECTOR RESEARCH 

PARTNERSHIPS IN THE INNOVATION ECOSYSTEM. 

Presidentôs Council of Advisors on Science and Technology. Web 

posted January 1, 2009. 09AD376 

 

In order to recognize fully the importance of university-private sector 

partnerships and their role in the rapidly globalizing innovation 

ecosystem, Presidentôs Council of Advisors on Science and 

Technology reviews the current state and historical trends of the U.S. 

R&D enterprise. The study involves examining inputs to the 

ecosystem, including funding sources and mechanisms, and outputs of the ecosystem in order 

to evaluate the effectiveness and productivity of the research enterprise.  
http://www.ostp.gov/galleries/PCAST/past_research_partnership_report_BOOK.pdf 
 

 

REPORT TO CONGRESS ON THE DEMONSTRATION OF 

THE INTERIM STORAGE OF SPENT NUCLEAR FUEL FROM 

DECOMMISSION ED NUCLEAR POWER REACTOR SITES. 

Department of Energy. December 2008. 09AD304 

 

The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE)ôs report discusses the status of 

the commercial spent nuclear fuel (SNF) inventory in the United 

States, at both decommissioned and operating commercial nuclear 

power reactor sites. It also summarizes the contractual arrangement 

the Government and utilities have under the Standard Contract for 

Disposal of Spent Nuclear Fuel and/or High-Level Radioactive Waste (10 CFR Part 961), 

related litigation, and the financial liabilities resulting from the Departmentôs delay in 

performance under these contracts. Further, the report identifies legislative changes and 

actions that would be necessary for the Department to develop an interim storage facility and 

demonstration program for commercial SNF from the decommissioned reactor sites. 
http://www.ocrwm.doe.gov/info_library/program_docs/ES_Interim_Storage_Report_120108.pdf 
 

 

ENDANGERED AND THREATENED WILDLIFE AND 

PLANTS. Fish and Wildlife Service; Department of the Interior. 

December 10, 2008. 09AD301   

 

The notice is a yearly appraisal of the current status of plants and 

animals that are candidates for protection under the Endangered 

Species Act (ESA). Two species have been removed from candidate 

status, one species has been added, and 11 have a change in priority 

from the last review in December 2007. There are now 251 species 

recognized by the Service as candidates for ESA protection. 

http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2008/pdf/E8 -28986.pdf  [PDF format, 70 pages]. 

http://www.ostp.gov/galleries/PCAST/past_research_partnership_report_BOOK.pdf
http://www.ocrwm.doe.gov/info_library/program_docs/ES_Interim_Storage_Report_120108.pdf
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2008/pdf/E8-28986.pdf
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EMISSIONS OF GREENHOUSE GASES IN THE UNITED 

STATES 2007. Energy Information Administration. December 2008. 

09AD268 

 

Total U.S. greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions were 7,282 million metric 

tons carbon dioxide equivalent (MMTCO 2e) in 2007, an increase of 

1.4 percent from the 2006 level according to Emissions of Greenhouse 

Gases in the United States 2007, a report released today by the Energy 

Information Administration (EIA). Since 1990, U.S. GHG emissions 

have grown at an average annual rate of 0.9 percent. U.S. GHG 

emissions per unit of gross domestic product (GDP), or U.S. GHG intensity, fell from 636 

metric tons per million 2000 constant dollars of GDP (MMTCO 2e/million dollars GDP) in 

2006 to 632 MMTCO 2e /million dollars GDP in 2007, a decline of 0.6 percent. Since 1990, 

the annual average decline in GHG intensity has been 1.9 percent.  

ftp://ftp.eia.doe.gov/pub/oiaf/1605/cdrom/pdf/ggrpt/057307.pdf   [PDF format, 64 pages]. 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL CLIMATE CHANGE PROGRAMS: 

LESSONS LEARNED FROM THE EUROPEAN UNIONôS 

EMISSIONS TRADING SCHEME AND THE KYOTO 

PROTOCOLôS CLEAN DEVELOPMENT MECHANISM. U.S. 

Government Accountability Office. Web posted December 2, 2008. 

09AD229 

 

International policies to address climate change have largely relied on 

market-based programs; for example, under the European Unionôs 

Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) phase I (2005 to 2007) carbon 

dioxide emissions reductions were sought by setting a cap on each member stateôs allowable 

emissions and distributing tradable allowances to covered entities, such as power plants. 

Beginning operation in 2002, the Kyoto Protocolôs Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) 

has relied on offsets, allowing certain industrialized nations to pay for emission reduction 

projects in developing countries, where the cost of abatement may be less expensive, in 

addition to reducing emissions within their borders.  Legislative proposals to limit 

greenhouse gas emissions are under consideration in the United States.  

http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d09151.pdf  [PDF format, 69 pages]. 

 

 

CARBON OFFSETS: THE U.S. VOLUNTARY MARKET IS 

GROWING BUT QUALITY ASSURANCE POSES 

CHALLENGES FOR MARKET PARTICIPANTS. U.S. 

Government Accountability Office. Web posted September 29, 

2008. 09AD014 

 

Carbon offsets, reductions of greenhouse gas emissions from an 

activity in one place to compensate for emissions elsewhere, are a way 

to address climate change by paying someone else to reduce 

emissions. In the U.S., there are no federal requirements and offsets 

may be purchased in the voluntary market. The report examines the scope of the U.S. 

voluntary carbon offset market, including the role of the federal government, the extent to 

which mechanisms for ensuring the credibility of offsets are available and used and what, if 

ftp://ftp.eia.doe.gov/pub/oiaf/1605/cdrom/pdf/ggrpt/057307.pdf
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d09151.pdf
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any, related information is shared with consumers, and trade-offs associated with increased 

oversight of the U.S. market and including offsets in climate change mitigation policies.  

http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d081048.pdf   [PDF format, 65 pages]. 

 

 

MEASURING AND REPORTING PERFORMANCE RESULTS 

FOR THE POLLUTION PREVENTION PROGRAM NEED 

IMPROVE -MENT . Office of Inspector General. U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency. January 28, 2009 

 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agencyôs (EPAôs) Pollution 

Prevention (P2) Program was rated moderately effective by the Office 

of Management and Budget (OMB) in Fiscal Year 2006, receiving the 

third highest rating awarded to EPA programs using the Program 

Assessment Rating Tool (PART). We sought to verify the accuracy of 

P2 Program data provided for the PART assessment and determine what actions have been 

taken to address the recommendations in the PART program improvement plan. 
http://www.epa.gov/oigearth/reports/2009/20090128 -09-P-0088.pdf   
 

 

INTERIM REPORT ON NANOSCALE MATERIALS STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM 

(NMSP). Office of Pollution Prevention and Toxics, U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency. January 14, 2009 

 

EPA received a significant amount of data which has strengthened its understanding of the 

issues and commercial status of nanoscale materials. However, a number of environmental 

health and safety data gaps the Agency had hoped to fill through the NMSP still exist. EPA 

will continue the NMSP and is also considering how to best use its regulatory authorities to 

help address those data gaps. 
 http://www.epa.gov/oppt/nano/  
 

 

NATIO NAL COASTAL CONDITION REPORT III. U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency. Web posted January 2, 2009. 

09AD409 

 

The report assesses Americaôs coastal conditions using five indicators 

of condition: water quality, sediment quality, benthic community 

condition, the health of the waterôs bottom-dwelling invertebrate 

species, coastal habitat loss as indicated by changes in wetland area, 

and fish tissue contaminants. The overall condition of Americaôs 

coasts is rated as ñfair,ò based on these five indicators.  

http://www.epa.gov/owow/oceans/nccr3/pdf/nccr3_entire.pdf  [PDF format, 329 pages]. 

http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d081048.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/oigearth/reports/2009/20090128-09-P-0088.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/oppt/nano/
http://www.epa.gov/owow/oceans/nccr3/pdf/nccr3_entire.pdf
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THE U.S. GOVERNMENTôS METHANE TO MARKETS 

PARTNERSHP ACCOMPLISHMENTS. U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency. November 2008. 09AD242 

 

International leadership by the United States to reduce emissions of 

methane, a potent greenhouse gas, is highlighted in the report. Current 

U.S. supported M2M projects, when fully implemented, will deliver 

estimated annual emissions reductions of more than 24 million metric 

tons of carbon dioxide emissions, tripling the reductions achieved in 

2006. M2M reduces greenhouse gas emissions by recovering 

methane, also a primary component of natural gas, from agricultural waste, coal mines, 

landfills, and oil and gas systems and using it as clean energy. 
http://www.epa.gov/methanetomarkets/pdf/2008 -accomplish-
report/m2m08_usg_report_08_scrnrez.pdf [PDF format, 28 pages]. 

 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL LAWS APPLICABLE TO 

CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION OF BIODIESEL 

PRODUCTION FACILITIES. U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency. November 2008. 09AD207 

 

EPA Region 7 has developed a user-friendly manual that identifies 

environmental regulatory rules and requirements for the construction 

and operation of biodiesel production facilities. The manual serves as 

a road map of federal environmental information. It addresses the 

nationôs growing energy demand in a way that supports its goals for a 

clean environment, farmers and rural America, and greater energy security. 
http://www.epa.gov/region07/priorities/agriculture/biodiesel_manual.pdf    
[PDF format, 144 pages]. 

 

 

CHILDRENôS ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH: 2008. U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency. Web posted October 11, 2008. 

09AD053 

 

The publication outlines national efforts to protect children from 

environmental risks over the last year. The agency has funded research 

on how the environment affects childrenôs health, promoted the 

education of health care providers, published information about how 

climate change affects childrenôs health, and assembled data to 

quantify the extent of childrenôs health issues. Issues in the report 

include childhood asthma, lead poisoning, exposure to the sun, children and chemicals, 

integrated pest management, Pediatric Environmental Health Specialty Units and research 

findings. 
http://yosemite.epa.gov/ochp/ochpweb.nsf/content/2008_highlights.htm/$file/OCHP_2008_Hi
ghlights_508.pdf  [PDF format, 32 pages]. 

 

http://www.epa.gov/methanetomarkets/pdf/2008-accomplish-report/m2m08_usg_report_08_scrnrez.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/methanetomarkets/pdf/2008-accomplish-report/m2m08_usg_report_08_scrnrez.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/region07/priorities/agriculture/biodiesel_manual.pdf
http://yosemite.epa.gov/ochp/ochpweb.nsf/content/2008_highlights.htm/$file/OCHP_2008_Highlights_508.pdf
http://yosemite.epa.gov/ochp/ochpweb.nsf/content/2008_highlights.htm/$file/OCHP_2008_Highlights_508.pdf
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SUPERFUND NATIONAL ACCOMPLISHMENTS SUMMARY FISCAL YEAR 2008. 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. November 20, 2008. 09AD217 

 

EPA continues to make progress in cleaning up Americaôs most contaminated hazardous 

waste sites and making them ready for productive use. EPAôs annual summary of the 

Superfund programôs accomplishments shows that construction was completed at 30 sites in 

2008, for a cumulative total of 1,060 sites or approximately 67 percent of the sites on the 

National Priorities List. Superfund is the federal government program that cleans up the most 

serious hazardous waste sites across the country.  

http://www.epa.gov/superfund/accomp/numb ers08.htm [HTML format, various paging]. 

 

 

FEDERAL RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT AGENDA FOR 

NET-ZERO ENERGY, HIGH -PERFORMANCE GREEN 

BUILDINGS. National Science and Technology Council. Web 

posted October 23, 2008. 09AD093 

 

The construction and buildings sector consumes enormous amounts of 

energy, clean water, and materials. Buildings use about one-third of 

the worldôs energy. The agenda contains six major building 

technology goals that define the major transformational advances 

needed for energy, water, and material use for Net Zero Energy, high-

performance green buildings.  
http://ostp.gov/galleries/NSTC%20Reports/FederalRDAgendaforNetZeroEnergyHighPerforma
nceGreenBuildings.pdf  [PDF format, 76 pages]. 

 

 

ECOSYSTEM SERVICES DERIVED FROM WETLAND 

CONSERVATION PRACTICES IN THE UNITED STATES 

PRAIRIE POTHOLE REGION WITH AN EMPHASIS ON THE 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE CONSERVATION 

RESERVE AND WETLAND RESERVE PROGRAMS. U.S. 

Geological Survey. Robert A. Gleason et al. Ed. Web posted 

October 6, 2008. 09AD054 

 

Implementation of the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and Wetlands Reserve Program 

(WRP) has resulted in the restoration of approximately 2,200,000 ha (5,436,200 acres) of 

wetland and grassland habitats in the Prairie Pothole Region. These restored habitats are 

known to provide various ecosystem services; however, little work has been conducted to 

quantify and verify benefits on program lands (lands enrolled in the CRP and WRP) in 

agriculturally dominated landscapes of the Prairie Pothole Region. A study was initiated to 

develop and apply approaches to quantify changes in ecosystem services resulting from 

wetland restoration activities funded by the USDA.  

http://pubs.usgs.gov/pp/1745/pdf/pp1745web.pdf  [PDF format, 69 pages]. 

 

http://www.epa.gov/superfund/accomp/numbers08.htm
http://ostp.gov/galleries/NSTC%20Reports/FederalRDAgendaforNetZeroEnergyHighPerformanceGreenBuildings.pdf
http://ostp.gov/galleries/NSTC%20Reports/FederalRDAgendaforNetZeroEnergyHighPerformanceGreenBuildings.pdf
http://pubs.usgs.gov/pp/1745/pdf/pp1745web.pdf
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CONGRESSIONAL  DOCUMENTS (HEARINGS, REPORTS, ETC.) 
 

GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS: PERSPECTIVES ON THE 

TOP 20 EMITTERS AND DEVELOPED VERSUS DEVELOPING 

NATIONS. Congressional Research Service, RL32721, Library of 

Congress. Larry Parker and John Blodgett. Web posted January 3, 

2009. 09AD358 

 

Using the World Resources Institute (WRI) database on greenhouse 

gas emissions and related data, the report examines two issues. The 

first issue is the separate treatment of developed and developing 

nations under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 

Change (UNFCCC) and the Kyoto Protocol. The second issue is the continuing difficulty of 

the current approach designed to address climate change through limiting greenhouse gas 

emissions to a specified percentage of baseline emissions. The United States led by emitting 

19% of the world total, followed by China with 14%; no other country reached 6%; the top 

seven emitters accounted for 52% of the 185 nationsô emissions. Given the wide range of 

situations illustrated by the data, a flexible strategy that allows each country to play to its 

strengths may be appropriate if diverse countries like the United States and China are ever to 

reach agreement. 

http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/RL32721.pdf  [PDF format, 22pages]. 

 

 

GLOBAL CLIMATE CHANGE: THREE POLICY PERSPECTIVES. Congressional 

Research Service, 98-738, Library of Congress. Larry Parker and John Blodgett. Web 

posted January 3, 2009. 09AD357 

 

The 1992 U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change requires that signatories, 

including the United States, establish policies for constraining future emission levels of 

greenhouse gases, including carbon dioxide (CO2). The George H. W. Bush, Clinton, and 

George W. Bush Administrations each drafted action plans in response to requirements of the 

convention. These plans have raised significant controversy and debate. The purpose of the 

report is to articulate the implications of the differing perspectives in order to clarify terms of 

debate among diverse policy communities. 

http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/98 -738.pdf  [PDF format, 37 pages]. 

 

 

U.S. SENATE MINORITY REPORT: MORE THAN 650 

INTERNATIONAL SCIENTISTS DISSENT OVER MAN -MADE 

GLOBAL WARMING CLAIMS SCIENTISTS CONTINUE TO 

DEBUNK ñCONSENSUSò IN 2008. U.S. Senate Committee on 

Environment & Public Works. December 11, 2008. 09AD291 

 

Over 650 dissenting scientists from around the globe challenged man-

made global warming claims made by the United Nations 

Intergovernemntal Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) and former Vice 

President Al Gore. The report features the skeptical voices of over 650 

prominent international scientists, including many current and former UN IPCC scientists, 

who have now turned against the UN IPCC. The over 650 dissenting scientists are more than 

12 times the number of UN scientists (52) who authored the media-hyped IPCC 2007 

Summary for Policymakers. The chorus of skeptical scientific voices grow louder in 2008 as 

http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/RL32721.pdf
http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/98-738.pdf
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a steady stream of peer-reviewed studies, analyses, real world data and inconvenient 

developments challenged the UN and former Vice President Al Goreôs claims that the 

ñscience is settledò and there is a ñconsensus.ò  
http://epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=Files.View&FileStore_id=37283205-c4eb-
4523-b1d3-c6e8faf14e84   
 

 

ADMINISTERING GREEN PROGRAMS IN CONGRESS: 

ISSUES AND OPTIONS. Congressional Research Service, 

RL34694, Library of Congress. Jacob R. Straus. Web posted 

November 1, 2008. 09AD110 

 

Programs to create an environmentally conscious workplace have long 

existed on Capitol Hill. Congress has been working to reduce 

consumption and conserve energy since the 1970s. Traditionally, these 

programs have been administered by the Architect of the Capitol. In 

recent Congresses, the House of Representatives and the Senate have 

created separate greening programs. In addition, the Architect of the Capitol has developed 

green programs for the Capitol Complex. In the 110th Congress, the Architect of the 

Capitolôs role in administering facilities-related programs on behalf of the Senate has 

remained unchanged. The Architect of the Capitol also administers greening programs for the 

Capitol Complex.  

http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/RL34694.pdf   [PDF format, 35 pages].  

 

 

THINK TANKS AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
 

AMERICAN ENTERPRISE INSTITUTE  
 

OBAMAôS GREEN TEAM. By Kenneth P. Green. AEI. The American, January 16, 2009  

 

We can expect a proliferation of new regulations that will reach into every area of American 

life and commerce. 

  

What do President-elect Barack Obamaôs leadership picks tell us about the kinds of energy 

and environmental policies we can expect in the next four to eight years? On balance, they 

suggest we are in for a radical shift away from George W. Bushôs pro-market policies and 

back to the aggressive regulatory approach favored by the Clinton administration. Letôs take a 

look at Obamaôs prospective appointees. 
http://www.american.com/archive/2009/obama2019s -green-team 
 

 

MEASURING AND REDUCING AMERICANS' INDIRECT 

ENERGY USE. By Kenneth P. Green, Aparna Mathur.  ENERGY 

AND ENVI RONMENT OUTLOOK No. 2, December 2008. AEI 

Online. 

 

Most Americans think of energy use in terms of big-ticket items such 

as gasoline, heating oil, and natural gas. But a great deal of the energy 

we use is indirect, embedded in the things we buy. Cutting down on 

http://epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=Files.View&FileStore_id=37283205-c4eb-4523-b1d3-c6e8faf14e84
http://epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=Files.View&FileStore_id=37283205-c4eb-4523-b1d3-c6e8faf14e84
http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/RL34694.pdf
http://www.aei.org/
http://www.american.com/archive/2009/obama2019s-green-team
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indirect energy would produce substantial energy savings and allow Americans to continue to 

enjoy the lifestyle choices they have made. 
http://www.aei.org/publications/pubID.2902 0/pub_detail.asp 
 

 

AMERICAN RIVERS 
 

HIDDEN RESERVOIR: WHY WATER EFFICIENCY IS THE 

BEST SOLUTION FOR THE SOUTHEAST. American Rivers. 

Jenny Hoffner. Web posted October 25, 2008. 09AD094 

 

The Southeast can save over $700 million and new water supply for 

over one million residents by embracing water efficiency solutions 

like stopping leaks and upgrading old buildings. The report outlines 

nine proven, timely and cost-effective steps that local leaders can take 

to save water and help ensure their rivers remain valuable community 

assets.  
http://amr.convio.net/s ite/DocServer/SE_Water_Efficiency_Oct_2008_opt.pdf?docID=8421&JSe
rvSessionIdr001=tj4otzeo24.app14a 
 [PDF format, 36 pages]. 

 

 

BROOKINGS INSTITUTION 
 
HOW ENERGY EFFICIENCY CAN ENSURE THE GREEN RECOVERY WILL 

LEAVE NO  ONE BEHIND. Charles K. Ebinger, Director, Energy Security Initiative. 

The Brookings Institution, January 16, 2009  

 

Thirty two years ago this past October, Amory Lovins, in his Foreign Affairs article ñSoft 

Energy Paths: The Road Not Taken,ò alerted the world to how energy efficiency and 

conservation can transform the way the global economy wastes energy through over-reliance 

on centralized facilities requiring the movement of energy over long distances from where it 

is produced to where it is consumed. The potential of energy efficiency and conservation is 

demonstrated by the fact that since 1980, California has kept energy consumption flat ï even 

as the stateôs population doubled. Similarly, while the United States has dawdled in its 

promotion of energy efficiency, Europe has made its economy nearly twice as energy 

efficient as ours. 
http://www.brookings.edu/opinions/2009/0116_energy_ebinger.aspx  
 

 

HOW OBAMA SHOULD CONFRONT CLIMA TE CHANGE. Brookings Institution.  

William J. Antholis and Bryan K. Mignone. December 2, 2008. 09AD249 

 

The days of the global warming deniers are long gone. The new era will be defined by how 

well Obama navigates, and ultimately defuses, a complex congressional minefield. Because 

the best policy is a lasting policy, climate enthusiasts would do well to look toward the 

political center.  
http://www.brookings.edu/opinion s/2008/1202_climate_change_antholis.aspx08   
[HTML format, various paging]. 

 

http://www.aei.org/publications/pubID.29020/pub_detail.asp
http://amr.convio.net/site/DocServer/SE_Water_Efficiency_Oct_2008_opt.pdf?docID=8421&JServSessionIdr001=tj4otzeo24.app14a
http://amr.convio.net/site/DocServer/SE_Water_Efficiency_Oct_2008_opt.pdf?docID=8421&JServSessionIdr001=tj4otzeo24.app14a
http://www.brookings.edu/
http://www.brookings.edu/
http://www.brookings.edu/opinions/2009/0116_energy_ebinger.aspx
http://www.brookings.edu/opinions/2008/1202_climate_change_antholis.aspx08

