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New U.S. Coin Series to Honor American Indians 
U.S. Mint to issue new version of Sacagawea dollar starting in 2009  
By Louise Fenner, Staff Writer, 05 December 2008 
   

Washington ð Contributions made by Native 

Americans to the history and culture of the United 

States will be celebrated on a new series of $1 coins 

beginning early in 2009.  
 
The new Native American $1 coin to be issued by the U.S. 
Mint in 2009 will depict a Native American woman planting 
seeds in a field of corn, beans and squash. The coins are a 
redesign of the $1 Sacagawea coin first issued in 2000; 
images on the back of that coin will change annually to 
reflect Native American contributions to U.S. history and 
culture. 

 

The United States Mint presented the design of the 

Native American $1 coin ð a new version of the  

Sacagawea golden dollar ð on November 28, the day 

after Thanksgiving. This day was designated by the 

U.S. Congress as Native American Heritage 

Day.   

 

ñWhen Americans use this coin, we hope they 

reflect on the tremendous contributions Native 

Americans have made, and continue to make, 

to our nation,ò said U.S. Mint Director Ed 

Moy. 

 

 

 

 
http://www.america.gov/st/diversity -
english/2008/December/20081205144446xlrenn
ef0.4222376.html 

http://www.america.gov/st/diversity-english/2008/December/20081205144446xlrennef0.4222376.html
http://www.america.gov/st/diversity-english/2008/December/20081205144446xlrennef0.4222376.html
http://www.america.gov/st/diversity-english/2008/December/20081205144446xlrennef0.4222376.html
http://www.america.gov/st/diversity-english/2008/December/20081205144446xlrennef0.4222376.html
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STATISTICAL ABSTRACT OF THE UNITED STATES: 2009.  U.S. Census Bureau. 

December 17, 2008. 09AD306 

 

The U.S. Census Bureau released the new Statistical Abstract of the United States: 2009. 

First published in 1878, ñUncle Samôs Almanacò is a summary of statistics on a wide range 

of important topics, from A (aquaculture) to Z (zinc production). The 128th edition contains 

more than 1,400 tables of social, political and economic facts about our nation and the world. 

Among topics covered in the 49 new tables in this edition are the religious composition of our 

nationôs population, osteopathic physicians, online news consumption, expenditures for 

wildlife-related recreation and women in parliaments around the globe.  
http://www.census.gov/prod/www/abs/statab2006_2009.html    
[HTML format, with PDF links]. 

 

 

RECORD HIGH NUMBER OF AMERICAN STUDENTS STUDYING ABROAD, 

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS AT U.S. COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES. U.S. 

Department of State. November 17, 2008. 09AD201 

 

International student enrollment in U.S. colleges and universities increased by 7 percent to a 

record high. A total of 623,805 international students were enrolled in U.S. colleges and 

universities, 6 percent higher than the previous record high from 2002-2003 and the largest 

one year jump ever (40,821) in the number of foreign students enrolled. Moreover, U.S. 

student participation in study abroad was up 8 percent in 2006-2007 from the previous year, 

to a new record total of 241,791. The number of Americans studying abroad has increased 

more than 150% during the past decade.  
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2008/nov/111891.htm    
[HTML format, various paging, with links to Open Doors Survey]. 

 

 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM TIMSS 2007: MATHEMATICS AND SCIENCE 

ACHIEVEMENT OF U. S. FOURTH- AND EIGHTH -GRADE STUDENTS IN AN 

INTERNATIONAL CONTEXT. National Center for Education Statistics. December 

2008. 09AD288 

 

The Trends in International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS) 2007 is the fourth 

administration of this international comparison since the 1995 initial administration. TIMSS 

is used to compare over time the mathematics and science knowledge and skills of fourth- 

and eighth-graders. TIMSS is designed to align broadly with mathematics and science 

curricula in the participating countries. The results, therefore, suggest the degree to which 

students have learned mathematics and science concepts and skills likely to have been taught 

in school. The focus of the report is on the performance of U.S. students relative to their peers 

in other countries in 2007, and on changes in mathematics and science achievement since 

1995. For a number of participating countries, changes in achievement can be documented 

over the last 12 years, from 1995 to 2007.  

http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2009/2009001.pdf   [PDF format, 112 pages]. 

  

http://www.census.gov/prod/www/abs/statab2006_2009.html
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2008/nov/111891.htm
http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2009/2009001.pdf
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FAMILY EDUCATIONAL RIGHTS AND PRIVACY; FINAL RULE. U.S. Department 

of Education. December 9, 2008. 09AD269 

 

Following the tragic April 2007 shootings at Virginia Tech, the U.S. 

Department of Education published final regulations to clarify and 

give schools greater flexibility in making determinations about 

disclosures of information from studentsô education records in order to 

address threats to the health or safety of students or other individuals. 

The new regulations provide that guidance and clarify that colleges 

may share information with studentsô parents in many circumstances.  
http:// www.ed.gov/legislation/FedRegister/finrule/2008 -
4/120908a.pdf   
[PDF format, 51 pages]. 

 

 

REPORT: READING FIRST IMPACTS INSTRUCTION OF STRUGGLING 

READERS. U.S. Department of Education. November 2008. 09AD216 

 

The report includes data from 2006-2007 on student reading comprehension and classroom 

instruction. In addition, it includes information on the impact of the program on first-grade 

studentsô decoding skills. The study was conducted in 248 schools (125 Reading First 

schools, 123 non-Reading First schools) in 18 sites (17 districts and 1 statewide program) in 

13 states. It measured Reading First schools against other schools in Reading First districts, 

schools that may have implemented the same reforms.  
http://www.ed.gov/nclb/methods/reading/readingfirst -report.html    
[HTML format, various paging]. 

 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE AND SERVICE -LEARNING IN AMERICAôS SCHOOLS. 

Corporation for National & Community Service. Kimberley Spring and et al. November 

2008. 09AD178 

 

The report shows that community service in Americaôs schools has 

reached a new peak, with 68 percent of all K-12 schools offering or 

recognizing service opportunities for their students. It finds that the 

prevalence of community service has risen in K-12 schools, up from 

64 percent from a similar study conducted in 1999. High schools are 

especially supportive of community service, with a whopping 86 

percent of high schools recognizing student service, up from 83 

percent in 1999. While school-based community-service has remained 

robust, the percentage of schools with service-learning declined from 

32 percent in 1999 to 24 percent in 2008. 

http://www.natio nalservice.gov/pdf/08_1112_lsa_prevalence.pdf  [PDF format, 44 pages]. 

 

 

STATUS AND TRENDS IN THE EDUCATION OF AMERICAN INDIANS AND 

ALASKA NATIVES: 2008. U.S. Department of Education. Jill Fleury DeVoe et al. Web 

posted October 11, 2008. 09AD059 

 

The report examines both the educational progress of American Indian/Alaska Native 

children and adults and challenges in their education. It shows that over time more American 

http://www.ed.gov/legislation/FedRegister/finrule/2008-4/120908a.pdf
http://www.ed.gov/legislation/FedRegister/finrule/2008-4/120908a.pdf
http://www.ed.gov/nclb/methods/reading/readingfirst-report.html
http://www.nationalservice.gov/pdf/08_1112_lsa_prevalence.pdf
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Indian/Alaska Native students have gone on to college and that their attainment expectations 

have increased. Despite these gains, progress has been uneven and differences persist 

between American Indian/Alaska Native students and students of other racial/ethnic groups 

on key indicators of educational performance.  

http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2008/2008084.pdf   [PDF format, 203 pages]. 

 

 

PROHIBITION ON FUNDING OF UNLAWFUL INTERNET GAMBLING 

AGENCIES. Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System and Departmental 

Offices, Department of the Treasury. Web posted November 12, 2008. 09AD215 

 

The Department of the Treasury and the Federal Reserve Board release a joint final rule to 

implement the Unlawful Internet Gambling Enforcement Act of 2006. The Act prohibits 

gambling businesses from knowingly accepting payments in connection with unlawful 

Internet gambling, including payments made through credit cards, electronic funds transfers, 

and checks.  
http ://www.treas.gov/press/releases/reports/unlawfuinternetgambling11.12.08.pdf    
[PDF format, 121 pages]. 

 

 

FACT SHEET: PROTECTING VOTING RIGHTS AND PROSECUTING VOTER 

FRAUD. U.S. Department of Justice. November 2008. 09AD113 

 

Among the Department of Justiceôs highest priorities are protecting voting rights and 

combating voter fraud. The Departmentôs Civil Rights Division enforces specific federal laws 

that help to ensure all qualified voters have an opportunity to cast their ballots and have them 

counted, while the Departmentôs Criminal Division oversees the nationwide enforcement of 

federal laws integrity of the federal election process.  
http://www.usdoj.gov/ criminal/pr/press_releases/2008/10/10 -31-08_crt-crm-fact-sheet.pdf   
[PDF format, 3 pages]. 

 

 

BACCALAUREATE EDUCATION AND THE EMPLOYMENT DECISION: SELF 

EMPLOYMENT AND THE CLASS OF 1993. U.S. Small Business Administration. Chad 

Moutray. Web posted October 27, 2008. 09AD111 

 

The study shows that the self-employed closely resemble the larger population in many ways. 

Unlike others who pursue wage-and-salary occupations in the not-for-profit or government 

sectors, students in the class of 1993 who were self-employed in 2003 were less likely to 

have earned or be currently enrolled in graduate education. Graduates with social science and 

ñotherò majors were more likely to be self-employed. In addition, those individuals who 

chose self-employment had shorter job tenures than others, such as those who now work for 

government or the military.  

http://www.sba.gov/advo/research/rs333tot.pdf   [PDF format, 37 pages]. 

 

 

 

  

http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2008/2008084.pdf
http://www.treas.gov/press/releases/reports/unlawfuinternetgambling11.12.08.pdf
http://www.usdoj.gov/criminal/pr/press_releases/2008/10/10-31-08_crt-crm-fact-sheet.pdf
http://www.sba.gov/advo/research/rs333tot.pdf
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LOBBYING DISCLOSURE: OBSERVATIONS ON LOBBYISTS' COMPLIANCE 

WITH NEW DISCLOSURE REQUIREMENTS. GAO -08-1099 September 30, 2008 

 

The Honest Leadership and Open Government Act (HLOGA) of 2007 

amends the Lobbying Disclosure Act of 1995 by doubling the 

frequency of lobbyists' reporting and increasing criminal and civil 

penalties. This is GAO's first report in response to the Act's 

requirement for GAO to annually (1) determine the extent to which 

lobbyists can demonstrate compliance with the Act by providing 

support for information on their registrations and reports, (2) describe 

challenges identified by lobbyists to complying with the Act, and (3) 

identify the process for referring cases to the Department of Justice 

and the resources and authorities available to effectively enforce the 

Act. GAO reviewed a random sample of 100 reports filed by lobbyists during the first quarter 

of calendar year 2008. This methodology allowed GAO to generalize to the population of 

17,801 reports filed. GAO also met with lobbyists regarding their filings and with 

Department of Justice officials regarding resources and authorities. 
http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO -08-1099 
 

 

THINK TANK PUBLICATIONS 
 

ALLIANCE FOR EXCELLENT EDUCATION 
 

STRAIGHT AôS, Volume 8 No. 23.  Alliance for Excellent Education,  December 15, 2008 

 

 In this issue: 

Å MORE GOOD, LESS BAD, AND STILL NEED FOR IMPROVEMENT: 

Latest International Test Reveals U.S. Progress in Math and Narrowing 

Achievement Gaps, but No Improvement in Science 

Å ECONOMICWOES HIT STATES: Education Spending Cut as Recession 

Affects State and Local Budgets 

Å MEASURING UP: Report Finds States Make Little to No Improvement in 

Providing Access to College and Ensuring Success 
http://www.all4ed.org/files/Volume8No23.pdf  
 

 

AMERICAN INDIAN AND ALASKA NATIVE STUDENTS AND U.S. HIGH 

SCHOOLS. Alliance for Excellent Education. November 2008. 09AD233 

 

There are an estimated 4.4 million American Indian and Alaska Native people living in the 

continental United States, representing 1.5 percent of the total population. They are citizens 

of the United States, and many are also citizens of the respective tribal nations to which they 

belong. Unfortunately, many American Indian and Alaska Native students do not receive the 

support they deserve from their respective learning communities. The Alliance seeks 

commitment to ensuring the well-being of these students and the quality of the education they 

receive, particularly given the clear evidence of striking disparities in their educational 

achievement and attainment levels. 

http://www.all4ed.org/files/AmerIndianAKNative_FactSheet.pdf   [PDF format, 5 pages]. 

 

http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-08-1099
http://www.all4ed.org/
http://www.all4ed.org/files/Volume8No23.pdf
http://www.all4ed.org/files/AmerIndianAKNative_FactSheet.pdf
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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF RETIRED PERSONS 
 

MIRACLES, DIVINE HEALINGS, AND ANGELS: BELIEFS AMONG U.S. ADULTS 

45+ WITH HISPANIC OVERSAMPLE. American Association of Retired Persons. 

Gretchen Anderson. Web posted November 27, 2008. 09AD239 

 

The American Association of Retired Personsô July 2008 telephone survey included a 

Hispanic over sample. Key findings include: Four in five survey respondents (80%) say they 

believe that miracles occur today as in ancient times, while 67% say they believe that 

illnesses and injuries can be divinely healed. Respondents age 45-54 were more likely to 

believe in miracles (85%) than age 55 and older (77%). Unsurprisingly, God (84%) and Jesus 

(75%) were the two figures respondents rated highest in bestowing miracles. A strong 

majority of Hispanics report believing in miracles (86%), spirits and angels (86%), and divine 

healings (82%), significantly more than white non-Hispanics.  

http://assets.aarp.org/rgcenter/general/miracles_08.pdf  [PDF format, 50 pages]. 

 

 

AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION (ACLU) 
 

DIGNITY DENIED: THE EFFECT OF "ZERO TOLE RANCE" 

POLICIES ON STUDENTS' HUMAN RIGHTS ; A Case Study of 

New Haven, Connecticut, Public Schools. ACLU of Connecticut, 

November 2008.  

 

This report examines how the involvement of the criminal justice 

system in school discipline policies and practices causes deprivations 

of human rights for children in four key areas: the right to be free 

from discrimination, the right to education, the right to 

proportionality in punishment, and the right to freedom of expression. 

Analyzing school policies and practices as well as the criminal justice system, this report 

identifies specific areas where state, federal, and international law obligates the state to take 

affirmative measures to protect childrenôs human rights in the context of school discipline. 

Drawing on a case study of the New Haven, Connecticut, public school system, this report 

describes the effects of the school-to-prison pipelineðthe process whereby discipline policies 

channel students out of school and into the criminal justice systemðand provides 

recommendations for improving policies and practices in order to ensure that students enjoy a 

safe and high-quality education without sacrificing their human rights. 
http://www.aclu.org/pdfs/humanrights/dignitydenied_november2008.pdf  
 

AMERICAN ENTERPRISE INSTITUTE 
 

WHY LBJ IS SMILING; NCLB AND THE BUSH LE GACY IN 

EDUCATION . By Frederick M. Hess. AEI Online . EDUCATION 

OUTLOOK, December 11, 2008 

 

In the 2000 presidential campaign, then-governor Bush aggressively 

courted the center on education. Drawing on his six years as governor 

of Texas, where he had earned national recognition as champion of 

the state's accountability system, Bush used education reform to 

reassure moderates that Republicans could govern "compassionately," 

http://assets.aarp.org/rgcenter/general/miracles_08.pdf
http://www.aclu.org/
http://www.aclu.org/pdfs/humanrights/dignitydenied_november2008.pdf
http://www.aei.org/
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woo constituencies like Latinos and African Americans, and fracture the Democratic 

coalition by weakening teachers unions. He criticized "the soft bigotry of low expectations" 

and denounced policies that had left behind millions of minority children, using the language 

of civil rights and social justice. Bush speechwriter Michael Gerson later explained the 

decision to reject "leave us alone" conservatism for a more expansive vision: "Only this kind 

of early ideological shock treatment could shift a durable Republican image of heartlessness." 

Bush's aspirational position proved to be good politics, allowing him to promise dramatic 

action while remaining vague about its costs and consequences. However, in a lesson that 

would have been familiar to an earlier generation of Great Society Democrats, the complex 

reality of NCLB proved less appealing than its promise. The assault on the racial 

achievement gap earned plaudits and won allies in the civil rights community, but ultimately 

at the cost of alienating suburban parents worried that the emphasis on basic skills was 

harming their children. 
http://www.aei.org/pub lications/pubID.29057/pub_detail.asp 
 

 

PRICES, POVERTY, AND INEQUALITY: WHY AMER ICANS 

ARE BETTER OFF THAN YOU THINK . By Christian Broda, David 

E. Weinstein. American Enterprise Institute, November 7, 2008 

 

How can we account for the discrepancy between standard measures of 

economic well-being--which suggest a trend of increased poverty--and 

alternative measures that indicate an upswing in prosperity? As Broda 

and Weinstein argue, product innovation has long been a key source of 

prosperity for American households. New and better household 

appliances, cellular phones, vehicle air bags, medicines, and computers 

are among the many product improvements that have benefited Americans, including the 

poor, over the last few decades. Yet current official price statistics capture only a portion of 

the benefits that these improved goods provide to American households. Broda and 

Weinstein conclude that adjusting poverty measures to fully account for the benefits of 

product improvements reveals that Americans in every income group are substantially better 

off economically than they were a quarter century ago. 
http://www.aei.org/books/bookID.969,filter.all/book_detail.asp  

 

 

THE FUTURE OF EDUCATIONAL ENTREPRE NEURSHIP. By Frederick M. Hess. 

AEI Online. EDUCATION OUTLOOK, No. 7, November 2008 

 

The most intriguing reforms in K-12 education today are 

entrepreneurial ventures like the New Teacher Project, the KIPP 

Academies, and New Leaders for New Schools, which command 

notice for their efforts to reimagine schooling. In The Future of 

Educational Entrepreneurship: Possibilities for School Reform, I 

collaborate with a team of analysts and reformers to examine what it 

will take to create conditions in which new problem-solvers can help 

transform K-12 education.  

The history of school reform is a tale of clashing recipes and 

absolutes. For conventional reformers, it is a question of professional 

development, instructional leadership, curricula, and "best practices." While championing 

these remedies, advocates have overlooked the enormous difficulties inherent in trying to turn 

around established organizations. For those skeptical of district-based reform, the proffered 

http://www.aei.org/publications/pubID.29057/pub_detail.asp
http://www.aei.org/books/bookID.969,filter.all/book_detail.asp
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remedy is typically parental choice or market competition. Advocates of this approach have 

given short shrift to the challenges of deregulation and the institutions and resources needed 

to foster a vibrant educational sector. These opposing camps suffer from a shared 

shortcoming--a failure to recognize that transformation will require consciously refashioning 

the world of schooling into a world that encourages and supports change. 
http://www.aei.org/publications/pu bID.28970/pub_detail.asp 
 

 

AMERICANS FOR THE ARTS 
 

DISNEY LITTLE EINSTE INSÊ APPEAR IN NEW PSAS (PLAY STATION 

ADVERTISEMENTS)  

 

November 04, 2009ðAmericans for the Arts, The NAMM Foundation and the Ad Council 

are debuting new ads in the ñThe Arts. Ask for More." national public service advertising 

campaign. Created in collaboration with Walt Disney Studios Home Entertainment, the new 

television PSAs help inspire children to play music, dance and draw together with their 

family and friends by featuring characters from the popular Disney Little EinsteinsÊ 

engaged in the arts. To view the ads, visit the PSA campaign website: 
http://www.artsusa.org/public_awareness/the_ads/001.asp 
 

 

ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE 
 

ANTI -SEMITISM AND THE MADOFF SCANDAL . ADL, December 19, 2008 

 

The financial scandal surrounding allegations that Bernard Madoff ran a $50 billion dollar 

Ponzi scheme has given anti-Semites fodder for their bigoted views.  There has been a 

dramatic upsurge in anti-Semitic comments on a wide range of Web sites since the Madoff 

story broke in the news.  

Anti-Semitic reaction to the Madoff scandal was prevalent on some of the most popular 

newspaper sites, blogs and message boards on the Internet.  Most of the anti-Semitic 

comments tended to focus on alleged Jewish greed and thievery, as well as conspiracy 

theories linking financial losses to Israel.  Extremists, including white supremacists and anti-

Jewish conspiracy theorists also added their comments to the anti-Semitic mix.  
http://www.adl.org/main_Anti_Semitism_Domestic/Anti -
Semitism+and+the+Madoff+Scandal.htm 
 

 

POLL: CONCERNS ABOUT RACIAL TENSIONS DECLINE SHARPLY IN 

AMERICA. A nti -Defamation League. November 16, 2008. 09AD182 

 

There has been a steep decline in concerns about racial tensions in America over the past 15 

years, according to a poll from the Anti-Defamation League (ADL). The poll also found a 

significant majority, 66%, views the growth of Americaôs minority populations as 

advantageous to the economy and society. The poll also found that 66% of Americans view 

the countryôs population growth due to immigration as ñan advantage for America.ò  

http://www. adl.org/poll_2008/11 -12-08_immigration.pdf  [PDF format, 9 pages]. 

 

http://www.aei.org/publications/pubID.28970/pub_detail.asp
http://www.artsusa.org/
http://www.artsusa.org/public_awareness/the_ads/001.asp
http://www.adl.org/
http://www.adl.org/main_Anti_Semitism_Domestic/Anti-Semitism+and+the+Madoff+Scandal.htm
http://www.adl.org/main_Anti_Semitism_Domestic/Anti-Semitism+and+the+Madoff+Scandal.htm
http://www.adl.org/poll_2008/11-12-08_immigration.pdf
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BROADCASTING BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
 

PANEL DISCUSSES EMERGING MEDIAL MODEL FOR INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

COVERAGE. Broadcasting Board of Governors. December 10, 2008. 09AD290 

 

As mainstream media retrenches from international news coverage, a new breed of citizen 

journalist is stepping in to fill parts of the void. Armed with cell phones, text messages, small 

digital cameras and blogs, citizen journalists can broadcast information from places the 

mainstream media simply isnôt any more. These new voices present a variety of challenges 

and opportunities to the free flow of information.  
http://www.bbg.gov/pressroom/pressre leases-article.cfm?articleID=333 

 
BROOKINGS INSTITUTION 

 

THE ROADéLESS TRAVELED: AN ANALYSIS OF V EHICLE 

MILES TRAVELED TREND S IN THE U.S. Robert Puentes, 

Fellow, Metropolitan Policy Program; Adie Tomer, Research 

Analyst, Metropolitan Policy Program. The Brookings Institution, 

December 2008 

 

Like never before, Americansô travel habits have a special place in 

our national conversation. The combination of gas price fluctuations, 

economic stress, energy concerns, and public financing woes have 

transformed transportation issues from inside baseball to front page 

news and water cooler conversation. A primary cause for this attention has been the major 

shifts in travel patterns. Americans have simply been driving less, when considering both 

historic growth rates and the most recent annualized measures of vehicle miles traveled 

(VMT).  
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/reports/2008/1216_transportation_tomer_puen
tes/vehicle_miles_traveled_report.pdf 
 

 

A REPORT ON THE MEDIA AND THE IMMIGRATION 

DEBATE: DEMOCRACY IN THE AGE OF NEW MEDIA. 

Brookings Institute. Web posted September 29, 2008. AD09AD020 

 

The study argues that the U.S. media have hindered effective policy 

making on immigration for decades, and their impact has been 

increasing in recent years as a result of an ongoing evolution in the 

media industry. Deeply ingrained practices in American journalism 

have produced a narrative that conditions the public to associate 

immigration with illegality, crisis, controversy, and government 

failure. The objective is to understand how the media conditioned public opinion and the 

policy landscape, and the results show that the media, both traditional journalism and new 

forms of expression, need to be considered among the factors that contribute to polarization 

and distrust. 
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/reports/2008/0925_immigration_dionne/0925_
immigration_dionne.pdf  
 

http://www.bbg.gov/pressroom/pressreleases-article.cfm?articleID=333
http://www.brook.edu/
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/reports/2008/1216_transportation_tomer_puentes/vehicle_miles_traveled_report.pdf
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/reports/2008/1216_transportation_tomer_puentes/vehicle_miles_traveled_report.pdf
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/reports/2008/0925_immigration_dionne/0925_immigration_dionne.pdf
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/reports/2008/0925_immigration_dionne/0925_immigration_dionne.pdf
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CATO INSTITUTE 
 

UNBEARABLE BURDEN?  LIVING AND PAYING STUDENT 

LOANS AS A FIRST-YEAR TEACHE R. Cato Institute. Neal 

McCluskey. December 15, 2008. 09AD307 

 

Some policymakers believe that the U.S. could be facing a situation 

in which recent college graduates cannot afford to go into teaching 

because they will be unable to repay their college debts. The author, 

Neal McCluskey, assesses first year teachersô ability to pay back 

college loans given their actual salaries and expenses, and concludes 

that there is no need for policymakers to intervene in either teacher 

pay or student aid to assure that college graduates can afford to become public school 

teachers.  

http://www.cato.org/pubs/pas/PA629.pdf   [PDF format, 24 pages]. 

 

 

CENTER FOR AMERICAN PROGRESS 
 

TEACHER TURNOVER, TENURE POLICIES, AND THE 

DISTRIBUTION OF TEACHER QUALITY; CAN HIGH -

POVERTY SCHOOLS CATCH A BREAK? By Raegen Miller, 

Robin Chait. Center for American Progress, December 2, 2008 

 

Because teacher quality is so critical to studentsô success in school, 

gross inequity in the distribution of highly effective teachers should 

trouble policymakers. If students attending high-poverty schools are 

far less likely to be assigned effective teachers than students living 

in more affluent communities, then it would be a pressing matter to 

increase access to such teachers for economically disadvantaged students. Progress on this 

issue requires a careful look at the composition and dynamics of the teaching workforce. 
http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2008/12/pdf/teacher_attrition.pdf  
 

 

HELPING THE JOBLESS HELPS US ALL; THE CENTRAL 

ROLE OF UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE IN AMERICA'S 

ECONOMIC RECOVERY. By Maurice Emsellem, Andrew 

Stettner, Lisa Donner, Alexandra Cawthorne.  Center for 

American Progress, November 14, 2008 

 

Immediate action and fundamental reform are needed if the 

unemployment insurance system is to work as intended. This report 

will detail the critical role that the unemployment insurance 

program can and should play in helping our country cope with a 

likely deep and prolonged recession. An unemployment rate of 6.5 percent in October, a 14-

year high, means that more people are collecting unemployment benefits than at any time in 

the past 25 years, yet economists estimate unemployment could rise to eight percent or more 

in the coming year. This is sure to strain the unemployment insurance program as never 

before. 
http://www.americanprogressaction.org/issues/2008/ui_report.html  
 

http://www.cato.org/pubs/pas/PA629.pdf
http://www.americanprogress.org/
http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2008/12/pdf/teacher_attrition.pdf
http://www.americanprogressaction.org/issues/2008/ui_report.html
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FEDERAL ACCESS POLICIES AND HIGHER EDUCATION 

FOR WORKING ADULTS. Center for American Progress. Derek 

V. Price and Angela Bell. Web posted October 20, 2008. 09AD075 

 

The baby boomer generationôs looming retirement and the requirement 

of college-level skills to compete in todayôs fast-changing economic 

landscape have recharged our public dialogue about postsecondary 

education. However, the dialogue focuses too much on making college 

affordable and not enough about making sure students finish their 

degrees, according to the study.   
http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2008/10/pdf/acc ess_policies.pdf   
 

 

CENTER FOR COLLEGE AFFORDABILITY AND PRODUCTIVITY 
 

NET TUITION TRENDS I N THE UNITED STATES.  Andrew Gillen, 

James Coleman, Hans Zhong. An Annual Report from the Center for 

College Affordability and Productivity, October 2008 

 

This report documents the latest trends in net tuition for American higher 

education. Affordability has become a topic of concern for many, but there 

is a lack of information on the relevant concepts of tuition, primarily 

published vs. net. This report seeks to shed light on this topic. 

While few doubt that published tuition rates (sticker price) have been 

increasing at alarming rates, it is often argued that ñnet tuition,ò or the out 

of pocket expense, for students is much lower because of financial aid. This report shows that 

with few exceptions, financial aid has not increased sufficiently to offset increases in published 

tuition. In other words, the net tuition paid by students is higher now than it was five years ago. 
http://www.centerforcollegeaffordability.org/uploads/Net_tuition.pdf  
 

 

CCAP/FORBES.COM COLLEGE RANKINGS  2008 

 

CCAP is pleased to announce that it has published college rankings in conjunction with Forbes.com. 

Unlike other college rankings, these ranking are not driven by inputs and prestige. Instead they focus 

on student satisfaction and educational outcomes. In short, they focus on what matters. 
http://www.centerforcollegeaffordability.org/pages/page.asp?page_id=45612 
 

 

CENTER FOR ECONOMIC AND POLICY RESEARCH 
 

UNIONS AND UPWARD MOBILITY FOR WOMEN WORKERS. Center for Economic 

and Policy Research. John Schmitt. December 2008. 09AD277 

 

The study documents a large wage and benefit advantage for women workers in unions 

relative to their non-union counterparts. It finds that unionized women workers earned, on 

average, 11.2 percent more than their non-union peers. In addition, women in unions were 

much more likely to have health insurance benefits and a pension plan.  
http: //www.cepr.net/documents/publications/unions_and_upward_mobility_for_women_work
ers_2008_12.pdf  [PDF format, 10 pages]. 

http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2008/10/pdf/access_policies.pdf
http://www.collegeaffordability.net/
http://www.centerforcollegeaffordability.org/uploads/Net_tuition.pdf
http://www.centerforcollegeaffordability.org/pages/page.asp?page_id=45612
http://www.cepr.net/documents/publications/unions_and_upward_mobility_for_women_workers_2008_12.pdf
http://www.cepr.net/documents/publications/unions_and_upward_mobility_for_women_workers_2008_12.pdf
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CENTER FOR IMMIGRATION STUDIES 
 

HELLO, I LOVE YOU, W ONôT YOU TELL ME YOUR NAME: INSIDE THE G REEN 

CARD MARRIAGE PHENOMENON.  By David Seminara. Center for Immigration 

Studies. November 2008 

 

Are Americans the most beautiful, charming, and seductive people on the planet or are we in 

demand as marriage partners by those in the developing world in part because marrying a 

U.S. citizen is the quickest and easiest path toward becoming an American lawful permanent 

resident (LPR, also called having a ñgreen cardò)? Over the last decade, marriage to 

American citizens, which entitles foreign spouses to ñimmediateò preference status for an 

immigrant visa, has been by far the most common path to American residency. Since 1998, 

more than 2.3 million foreign nationals have obtained green cards through marriage to 

American citizens. Nearly a million more have obtained green cards through marriage to 

LPRs. The foreign spouse of a green card holder is subject to a wait of at least three years, 

however, making American citizens much more attractive targets. Just over a quarter of all 

green cards issued in 2007 were to spouses of American citizens. In 2006 and 2007 nearly 

twice as many green cards were issued to spouses of American citizens than for all 

employment-based immigration categories combined. 
http://www.cis.org/marriagefrau d 
 

 

BOSTON COLLEGE CENTER FOR RETIREMENT RESEARCH, 
 

THE FINANCIAL CRISIS AND STATE/LOCAL DEFINED BENEFIT PLANS. Center 

for Retirement Research, Boston College. Alicia H. Munnell et al. Web posted November 

14, 2008. 09AD180 

 

Equity assets in retirement plans dropped in value by about $4 trillion between October 9, 

2007 and October 9, 2008. The decline was divided equally between defined benefit and 

401(k)/Individual Retirement Accounts (IRAs). The decline in the defined benefit arena was 

in turn divided equally between private sector plans and those sponsored by state and local 

governments. The brief explores what a loss of roughly $1 trillion of state and local defined 

benefit equity assets means for the individual participants and for the taxpayers of the 

sponsoring entities. 

http://crr.bc.edu/images/stories/Briefs/ib_8 -19.pdf  [PDF format, 9 pages]. 

 

 

CENTURY FOUNDATION 
 

THE LONG WAIT FOR PR OGRESS: WOMEN AND ECONOMIC AND SOC IAL 

EQUALITY.  Beverly Goldberg. Issue Brief. The Century Foundation, 12/18/2008   

   

In The Long Wait for Progress: Women and Economic and Social Equality, Century 

Foundation Senior Fellow Beverly Goldberg analyzes the substantial gap in wages between 

men and women, and then measures that gap in the context of womenôs educational 

achievements and the continuing discrimination against women in the workplace, with 

attention to the impact of the issues of health and child care. This analysis of the complex and 

interrelated problems facing working women reveals both that women are subject to pay 

http://www.cis.org/
http://www.cis.org/marriagefraud
http://crr.bc.edu/images/stories/Briefs/ib_8-19.pdf
http://www.tcf.org/
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discrimination and that the inequities between white women and women of color are as 

striking as those between women and men. This new report from The Century Foundation 

shows that despite some progress, America is a nation in which neither minorities nor women 

have yet achieved anything approaching economic or social equality.     
http://www.tcf.org/publications/economicsinequality/longwait_brief.pdf  
 

 

FIXING NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND. Century Foundation. 

Richard D. Kahlenberg. September 2008. 09AD189 

 

The No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) was passed in 2001 with 

broad bipartisan support, but in the years since its enactment it has 

come under sharp attack from many quarters. The controversial 

legislation, which requires states receiving federal funding to test 

students in reading and math in grades 3 through 8 and to hold schools 

accountable for making adequate yearly progress in raising student 

achievement, is now widely acknowledged to need a major overhaul 

when it is reauthorized.  
https://www.policyarchive.org/bitstream/handle/10207/10864/TCF_Kahlenberg_Agenda.pdf?
sequence=1  [PDF format, 16 pages]. 

 
 

CHILDREN NOW 
 

EDUCATIONALLY/INSUFFICIENT? Ch ildren Now. November 

2008. 09AD235 

 

An Analysis of the Availability & Educational Quality of Childrenôs E/I 

Programming reveals substantial deficiencies in childrenôs educational 

television programming and raises serious doubts about broadcastersô 

commitments to the nationôs children. It evaluates the quality of 

programs claimed as educational/informational (E/I) by commercial 

stations and found that only one of every eight E/I shows (13%) is rated 

as ñhighly educational.ò In contrast, almost twice as many, nearly one 

of every four (23%) were classified in the lowest category of ñminimally educational.ò  
http://publications.childrennow.org/assets/pdf/cmp/eireport/eireport08_executivesummary.
pdf  [PDF format, 18 pages]. 

 

 

COUNCIL OF GRADUATE SCHOOLS 
 

FINDINGS FROM THE 2008 CGS INTERNATIONAL 

GRADUATE ADMISSIONS SURVEY: PHASE III: FINALS 

OFFERS OF ADMISSION AND ENROLLMENT. Council of 

Graduate Schools. November 2008. 09AD168 

 

The latest in Council of Graduate Schoolôs survey series on 

international graduate admissions trends found that both first-time and 

total enrollment of international graduate students increased 3% this 

fall, compared to 4% and 7% growth last year, respectively.  
http://www.cgsnet.org/portals/0/pdf/R_IntlEnrl08_III.pdf   

http://www.tcf.org/publications/economicsinequality/longwait_brief.pdf
https://www.policyarchive.org/bitstream/handle/10207/10864/TCF_Kahlenberg_Agenda.pdf?sequence=1
https://www.policyarchive.org/bitstream/handle/10207/10864/TCF_Kahlenberg_Agenda.pdf?sequence=1
http://publications.childrennow.org/assets/pdf/cmp/eireport/eireport08_executivesummary.pdf
http://publications.childrennow.org/assets/pdf/cmp/eireport/eireport08_executivesummary.pdf
http://www.cgsnet.org/portals/0/pdf/R_IntlEnrl08_III.pdf

