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A man and his son 

examine the bus in 

which Rosa Parks 

refused to give up her 

seat in Montgomery, 

Alabama, in 1955 ð  

a landmark moment in 

Americaôs civil rights 

movement. The bus is 

located at the Henry 

Ford Museum in 

Dearborn, Michigan, 

which purchased the 

vehicle after it was 

found in a field in 

Alabama. The bus was 

unveiled to the public 

on the first day of Black 

History Month in 2003. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Each February, Black History Month honors the struggles and triumphs of millions 

of American citizens over the most devastating obstacles ð slavery, prejudice, 

poverty ð as well as their contributions to the nationôs cultural and political life. 

 
http://www.america.gov/st/diversity-english/2009/January/20070126175516xlrennef0.8811151.html?CP.rss=true 
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February 2, 2009 

 

NATIONAL AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH, 2009 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

A PROCLAMATION 

 
The history of African Americans is unique and rich, and one that has helped to define what it means to be an 

American. Arriving on ships on the shores of North America more than 300 years ago, recognized more as 

possessions than people, African Americans have come to know the freedoms fought for in establishing the United 

States and gained through the use of our founding principles of freedom of speech, freedom of the press, the right to 

assembly, and due process of law. The ideals of the Founders became more real and more true for every citizen as 

African Americans pressed us to realize our full potential as a Nation and to uphold those ideals for all who enter into 

our borders and embrace the notion that we are all endowed with certain unalienable rights. 

 

Since Carter G. Woodson first sought to illuminate the African American experience, each February we pause to 

reflect on the contributions of this community to our national identity. The history is one of struggle for the 

recognition of each person's humanity as well as an influence on the broader American culture. African Americans 

designed our beautiful Capital City, gave us the melodic rhythms of New Orleans Jazz, issued new discoveries in 

science and medicine, and forced us to examine ourselves in the pages of classic literature. This legacy has only 

added luster to the brand of the United States, which has drawn immigrants to our shores for centuries. 

 

This year's theme, "The Quest for Black Citizenship in the Americas," is a chance to examine the evolution of our 

country and how African Americans helped draw us ever closer to becoming a more perfect union. 

 

The narrative of the African American pursuit of full citizenship with all of the rights and privileges afforded others 

in this country is also the story of a maturing young Nation. The voices and examples of the African American people 

worked collectively to remove the boulders of systemic racism and discrimination that pervaded our laws and our 

public consciousness for decades. Through the work of Frederick Douglass and Harriet Tubman, Booker T. 

Washington and George Washington Carver, Martin Luther King and Thurgood Marshall, the African American 

community has steadily made progress toward the dreams within its grasp and the promise of our Nation. Meanwhile, 

the belief that those dreams might one day be realized by all of our citizens gave African American men and women 

the same sense of duty and love of country that led them to shed blood in every war we have ever fought, to invest 

hard-earned resources in their communities with the hope of self empowerment, and to pass the ideals of this great 

land down to their children and grandchildren. 

 

As we mark National African American History Month, we should take note of this special moment in our Nation's 

history and the actors who worked so diligently to deliver us to this place. One such organization is the National 

Association for the Advancement of Colored People -- the NAACP -- which this year will witness 100 years of 

service to the Nation on February 12. Because of their work, including the contributions of those luminaries on the 

front lines and great advocates behind the scenes, we as a Nation were able to take the dramatic steps we have in 

recent history. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of America, by virtue of the authority 

vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim February 2009 as National 

African American History Month. I call upon public officials, educators, librarians, and all the people of the United 

States to observe this month with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and programs that raise awareness and 

appreciation of African American history. 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this second day of February, in the year of our Lord two 

thousand nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-third. 

 

BARACK OBAMA  
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GOVERNMENT 
 

AIRMANôS ROLL CALL: NATIONAL AFRICAN 

AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH. U.S. Air Force. February 4, 

2009.  09AD528 

 

On June 1, 1949, Air Force officials published regulations ending 

segregation, thus becoming the first of all U.S. military service 

branches to complete integration of African-American personnel 

into all-white units. 
http://www.af.mil/news/story.asp?id=123133769  
 

 

BLACK (AFRICAN -AMERICAN) HISTORY MONTH: FEBRUARY 2009. Facts for 

Features, U.S. Census Bureau. Web posted January 2009. 09AD529                         

The Census Bureau reports on African-Americans from population to education. 
http://www.census.gov/Press -Release/www/releases/archives/cb09ff -01.pdf 

 

CENSUS BUREAU PROJECTS U.S. POPULATION OF 305.5 MILLION ON NEW 

YEARôS DAY. U.S. Census Bureau. December 29, 2008. 09AD349 

As our nation rings in the New Year, the U.S. Census Bureau projected the Jan. 1, 2009, total 

U.S. population will be 305,529,237 ð up 2,743,429, or 0.9 percent, from New Yearôs Day 

2008. In January 2009, one birth is expected to occur every eight seconds in the United States 

and one death every 12 seconds. Meanwhile, net international migration is expected to add one 

person every 36 seconds to the U.S. population in January 2009, resulting in an increase in the 

total U.S. population of one person every 14 seconds.  
http://www.census.gov/Press -Release/www/releases/archives/population/013127.html  
[HTML format, various paging].  

 

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT IN THE UNITE D STATES: 

2007. Current Population Reports, U.S. Census Bureau. January 

2009. 09AD492 

A larger percentage of foreign-born than native-born residents had a 

masterôs degree or higher in 2007, according to the report. Nationally, 

11 percent of foreign-born ð people from another country now living 

in the United States, and 10 percent of U.S.-born residents had an 

advanced degree. 
http://www.census.gov/prod/2009pubs/p20 -560.pdf  

[PDF format, 16 pages]. 

 

 

http://www.af.mil/news/story.asp?id=123133769
http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/www/releases/archives/cb09ff-01.pdf
http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/www/releases/archives/population/013127.html
http://www.census.gov/prod/2009pubs/p20-560.pdf
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COURSE CREDIT ACCRUAL AND DROPPING OUT OF HIGH 

SCHOOL, BY STUDENT CHARACTERISTICS. National Center 

for Education Statistics. February 2009. 09AD519 

 

The study examines the number of credits earned by high school 

students and the relationship between course credit accrual and 

dropping out. Findings indicate that high school dropouts earned 

fewer credits than did on-time graduates within each year of high 

school, and the cumulative course credit accrual gap increased with 

each subsequent year. The pattern of dropouts earning fewer credits 

than on-time graduates remained across all examined student and school characteristics, 

student sex, race/ethnicity, and socioeconomic status, school location, and sophomore class 

size. However, the size of the cumulative course credit accrual gap between on-time 

graduates and dropouts varied within academic years for males versus females, Blacks and 

Hispanics versus Whites, and students attending city high schools versus students attending 

suburban, town, and rural high schools.  

http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2009/2009035.pdf  [PDF format, 16 pages].  

 

 

1.5 MILLION HOMESCHOOLED STUDENTS IN THE UNITED 

STATES IN 2007. National Center for Education Statistics. 

December 2008. 09AD346 

 

The Issue Brief provides estimates of the number and percentage of 

homeschooled students in the United States in 2007 and compares 

these estimates to those from 1999 and 2003. In addition, parentsô 

reasons for homeschooling their children in 2007 are described and 

compared to 2003. Estimates of homeschooling in 2007 are based on 

data from the Parent and Family Involvement in Education Survey 

(PFI) of the 2007 National Household Education Surveys Program (NHES).  

http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2009/2009030.pdf  [PDF format, 4 pages]. 

 

 

WHO ADOPTS? CHARACTERISTICS OF WOMEN AND MEN 

WHO HAVE ADOPTED C HILDREN. National Center for Health 

Statistics. Jo Jones.Web posted January 28, 2009. 09AD501 

 

The report presents data from the National Survey of Family Growth 

concerning the characteristics of those who have adopted children in 

the United States.  

 
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/databriefs/db12.pdf    
[PDF format, 8 pages]. 

 

 

http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2009/2009035.pdf
http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2009/2009030.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/databriefs/db12.pdf
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AMERICAôS YOUTH AT 21: SCHOOL ENROLLMENT, TRAINING, AND 

EMPLOYMENT TRANSITIONS BETWEEN AGES 20 AND 21 SUMMARY. Bureau of  

Labor Statistics, U.S. Department of Labor. January 23, 2009. 09AD460 

 

At age 21, women are more likely to be enrolled in college than men, says the report.  Among 

21-year-olds not enrolled in college, men are more likely than women to be employed in a 

civilian job or serving in the military. It focuses on the school enrollment and employment 

experiences of these individuals from the October when they were age 20 to the October 

when they were age 21. Respondents were age 20 in October during the years 2000 to 2005 

and age 21 in October from 2001 to 2006.  

http://www.bls.gov/news.release/nlsyth.nr0.htm  [HTML format, various paging]. 

 

 

VOLUNTEERING IN THE UNITED STATES, 2008. Bureau of Labor Statist ics, U.S. 

Department of Labor. January 2009. 09AD474 

 

About 61.8 million people, or 26.4 percent of the population, volunteered through or for an 

organization at least once between September 2007 and September 2008, the Bureau of Labor 

Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor reported today. Both the level and rate of 

volunteering were essentially unchanged from the prior year. 

http://www.bls.gov/news.release/volun.nr0.htm  [HTML format, various paging]. 

 

 

HOW HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS USE TIME: A VISUAL ESSAY. Bureau of Labor 

Statistics, U.S. Department of Labor. Web posted December 2008. 09AD350 

 

High school students have many demands on their time, and how they choose to spend that 

time on any given day depends on a variety of factors, such as the age and the sex of the 

student. The data show how much time per day, on average, high school students devote to 

leisure acâtivities, household activities, work, and homework. It also reveals differences in 

studentsô use of time between weekdays and weekend days.  

http://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/2008/11/art4full.pdf  [PDF format, 11 pages]. 

 

 

 

CONGRESSIONAL  DOCUMENTS (HEARINGS, REPORTS, ETC.) 
 

AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH. Law Library of Congress. February 2, 

2009. 09AD526   

  

National African American History Month had its origins in 1915 when historian and author 

Dr. Carter G. Woodson founded the Association for the Study of Negro Life and History. 

This organization is now known as the Association for the Study of African American Life 

and History (ñASALHò). Through this organization Dr. Woodson initiated the first Negro 

History Week in February 1926. Dr. Woodson selected the week in February that included 

the birthdays of Abraham Lincoln and Frederick Douglass, two key figures in the history of 

African Americans.  
 http://www.loc.gov/law/ help/commemorative-observations/african-american.php 
  

http://www.bls.gov/news.release/nlsyth.nr0.htm
http://www.bls.gov/news.release/volun.nr0.htm
http://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/2008/11/art4full.pdf
http://www.loc.gov/law/help/commemorative-observations/african-american.php
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AFRICAN  AMERICANS AT WAR: FIGHTING TWO 

BATTLES. Veterans History Project, Library of Congress. 

February 2009. 09AD527    

  

The project focuses on personal experiences of the African 

American veterans. They discuss how color wasnôt important 

in the battlefields but how it all comes back once they are out of the uniforms.  

 http://www.loc.gov/vets/stories/ex -war-afam.html  [HTML format, with various links]. 

 

 

PROPOSED FUNDING FOR EDUCATION IN THE AMERICAN 

RECOVERY AND REINVESTMENT ACT OF 2009. 

Congressional Research Service, Library of Congress. Rebecca R. 

Skinner et al. January 22, 2009. 09AD472 

 

The primary purposes of the American Recovery and Reinvestment 

Act of 2009 (ARRA)  focus on promoting economic recovery, 

assisting those most affected by the recession, improving economic 

efficiency by spurring technological advances in science and health. 

The report provides a brief overview of the key provisions related to 

education programs that are or would be administered by ED that were included in the act 

under Title IX (Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education) and Title XII (State 

Fiscal Stabilization Fund).  

http://assets.opencrs.com/rpts/R40151_20090122.pdf  [PDF format, 34 pages]. 

 

 

AN OVERVIEW OF THE PRESIDENTIAL PARDONONG POWER. Vanessa K. 

Burrows. Congressional Research Service, Library of Congress, January 7, 2009 

 

The Constitution of the United States of America imbues the President 

with broad authority to grant pardons and reprieves for offenses against 

the United States. This report provides an overview of the scope of the 

Presidentôs pardoning power, the legal effects of a pardon, and the 

procedures that have traditionally been adhered to in the consideration 

of requests for pardons. 

Members of Congress have introduced resolutions expressing the sense 

of the Congress that the President either should or should not grant 

pardons to certain individuals or groups of individuals, such as H.Res. 

9 in the 111
th
 Congress and H.Con.Res. 24, H.Con.Res. 37, and 

H.Con.Res.214 from the 110th Congress. Additionally, Members of Congress have also 

proposed constitutional amendments that would restrict the Presidentôs pardon power, such as 

H.J.Res. 48 from the 110
th
 Congress. 

http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R40128.pdf  
 

http://www.loc.gov/vets/stories/ex-war-afam.html
http://assets.opencrs.com/rpts/R40151_20090122.pdf
http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R40128.pdf


Embassy of the United States of America  ǐ Public Affairs Section 

 

 

Page 12 of 33 

 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
 

THE AGENDA: EDUCATION  
 

óThe decisions our leaders make about education in the coming years will shape our future 

for generations to come. Obama and Biden are committed to meeting this challenge with the 

leadership and judgment that has been sorely lacking for the last eight years. Their vision for 

a 21st century education begins with demanding more reform and accountability, coupled 

with the resources needed to carry out that reform; asking parents to take responsibility for 

their childrenôs success; and recruiting, retaining, and rewarding an army of new teachers to 

fill new successful schools that prepare our children for success in college and the workforce. 

The Obama-Biden plan will restore the promise of Americaôs public education, and ensure 

that American children again lead the world in achievement, creativity and success.ô 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/agenda/education/  

 
 

THINK TANKS AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
 

ALBERT SHANKER INSTITUTE  
 

PRESCHOOL CURRICULUM: WHATôS IN IT FOR CHILDREN AND TEACHERS. 

Albert Shanker Institute. December 16, 2008. 09AD331 

 

The Albert Shanker Institute suggests that early, age-appropriate instruction in language, 

literacy, mathematics and science can have significant, long-lasting effects on preschool 

childrenôs social and cognitive skills. While 43 states and the District of Columbia have 

adopted early childhood standards designed to prepare children to take on the academic 

requirements of the elementary grades, these standards are of varying quality, often 

underestimate what young children are capable of absorbing, and are not always adapted to 

the unique ways in which young children learn best. 
http://www.shankerinstitute.org/Downloads/Early%20Childhood%2012 -11-08.pdf 

 
 

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF RETIRED PERSONS 
 

A YEAR-END LOOK AT THE ECONOMIC SLOWDOWNôS IMPACT ON MIDDLE-

AGED AND OLDER AMERICANS. American Association of Retired Persons. S. Kathi 

Brown. January 2009. 09AD419  

 

Throughout 2008, the economy was battered by falling housing prices and increasing 

foreclosure rates, record stock market losses, rising unemployment, and weak consumer 

spending. An overwhelming majority of Americans ages 45+ believe that the economy is in 

bad shape. As a result of the economic downturn, the majority say that they cut back on 

entertainment spending (68%) and eating out (64%) during 2008. Additionally, 52 percent 

had more difficulty paying for essential items such as food, gas, and medicine in 2008, and 

44 percent found it more difficult to pay for utilities.  

http://assets.aarp.org/rgcenter/econ/economic_slowdown_09.pdf [PDF format, 34 pages]. 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/agenda/education/
http://www.shankerinstitute.org/Downloads/Early%20Childhood%2012-11-08.pdf
http://assets.aarp.org/rgcenter/econ/economic_slowdown_09.pdf
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AMERICAN COUNCIL ON EDUCATION 
 

 MAPPING NEW DIRECTIONS: HIGHER EDUCATION FOR 

OLDER ADULTS. American Council on Education. Web posted 

January 16, 2009. 09AD437 

 

Despite successful efforts by some colleges and universities to create 

lifelong learning programs for adults aged 55 and older, many institutions 

remain stuck in outmoded, one-dimensional views of this population, 

according to the report. It offers recommendations to colleges and 

universities for broadening the participation of older adults who will 

comprise one-third of the nationôs overall population by 2030.   
http://www.acenet.edu/Content/NavigationMenu/ProgramsServices/CLLL/Reinvesting/MapDire
ctions.pdf   

 
 

AMERICAN ENTERPRISE INSTITUTE 
 

THE NEW STUPID; LIMITATIONS OF DATA -DRIVEN 

EDUCATION REFORM. By Frederick M. Hess. EDUCATION 

OUTLOOK. AEI Online  No. 1, January 29, 2009  

  

A decade ago, it was disconcertingly easy to find education leaders 

who dismissed student achievement data and systematic research as 

having only limited utility when it came to improving schools or 

school systems. Today, we have come full circle. Educators have 

made great strides in using data, and it is hard to attend an education 

conference or read an education magazine without encountering 

broad claims for data-driven education reform. But danger lies ahead for those who 

misunderstand what data can and cannot do. 
http://www.aei.org/publications/pubID.29301/pub_detail.asp  
 

 

AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
 

OPENING THE ñWINDOW TO A LARGER WORLDò 

LIBRARIESô ROLE IN CHANGING AMERICA: REPORT TO 

PRESIDENT-ELECT OBAMA & VICE -PRESIDENT-ELECT 

BIDEN TRANSITION TEAM. American Library Association. 

December 17, 2008. 09AD384 

 

The American Library Association  states that as President-elect 

Obama has stated, libraries are ñsanctuaries of learningò that represent 

ña window to a larger world.ò During this time of transition for our 

nation, libraries of all types,  public, school, academic, federal and 

research, are resources the American public and new Administration can use to help people 

find jobs, support education and lifelong learning, provide access to information and 

telecommunications services, empower families, and enable civic engagement as well as 

promote literacy and connect communities.  
http://www.wo.ala.org/districtdispatch/wp -content/uploads/2008/12/ala -report -to-
transition -team1.pdf 

http://www.acenet.edu/Content/NavigationMenu/ProgramsServices/CLLL/Reinvesting/MapDirections.pdf
http://www.acenet.edu/Content/NavigationMenu/ProgramsServices/CLLL/Reinvesting/MapDirections.pdf
http://www.aei.org/
http://www.aei.org/publications/pubID.29301/pub_detail.asp
http://www.wo.ala.org/districtdispatch/wp-content/uploads/2008/12/ala-report-to-transition-team1.pdf
http://www.wo.ala.org/districtdispatch/wp-content/uploads/2008/12/ala-report-to-transition-team1.pdf
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AMERICANS UNITED FOR LIFE 
 

DEFENDING LIFE 2009 PROVEN STRATEGIES FOR A PRO-LIFE AMERICA: A 

STATE-BY-STATE LEGAL GUIDE TO BIOETHICS, AND THE END OF LIFE. 

American United for Life. Clarke D. Forsythe et al. Web posted January 23, 2009. 

09AD464 

 

Americans United for Life (AUL) reports its sixth annual ranking of the most and least pro-

life states. Pennsylvania, Louisiana, and South Dakota top the ranking, while California, 

Hawaii, and Vermont ranked lowest. While AULôs criteria cover statesô treatment of all life 

issues, final rankings depend largely on each stateôs enactment of prudent and well-supported 

laws. Such laws fence in the abortion license granted by the U.S. Supreme Court in its 1973 

decision, Roe v. Wade. Among the laws AUL looks for are informed consent, parental 

involvement for minors, medically-supported regulation of abortion providers, and 

limitations on the use of taxpayer dollars for abortion.      

http://dl.aul.org/y our-state/   [HTML format, various paging]. 

 
 

ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE  
 

ATTITUDES TOWARD JEWS IN SEVEN EUROPEAN 

COUNTRIES. ADL Survey, February 2009 

 A new survey of seven countries across Europe shows millions 

continue to believe the classical anti-Semitic canards that have 

persistently pursued Jews through the centuries. The findings released 

by the Anti-Defamation League (ADL) revealed that nearly half of the 

Europeans surveyed believe Jews are not loyal to their country and more 

than one-third believe they have "too much power" in business and 

finance. Overall, 40% of Europeans in the countries polled believe that 

Jews have too much power in the business world, with more than half of 

Hungarian, Spanish and Polish respondents agreeing with that statement. 
http://www.adl.org/Public%20ADL%20Anti -
Semitism%20Presentation%20February%202009%20_3_.pdf 

 
BROOKINGS INSTITUTION 
 

READING SECOND. Grover J. "Russ" Whitehurst, Senior Fellow, 

Governance Studies. Brown Center Letters on Education | # 1. The 

Brookings Institution, February 2009 

 

A requirement for clear state or regional standards for what children 

should accomplish in reading, starting in kindergarten, along with annual 

assessments aligned to those standards, should be a core reform of the 

next version of RF. Those standards should include not only the ability to 

translate print into speech but also the vocabulary and background 

knowledge that children need in order to comprehend what they read. 

More investment in R&D on reading instruction and better mechanisms for encouraging 

utilization of research findings in the classroom are also needed. Each is an appropriate federal 

role and a promising basis for the design of the second version of Reading First. 
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/papers/2009/0 2_reading_whitehurst/02_readin
g_whitehurst.pdf 

http://dl.aul.org/your-state/
http://www.adl.org/Public%20ADL%20Anti-Semitism%20Presentation%20February%202009%20_3_.pdf
http://www.adl.org/Public%20ADL%20Anti-Semitism%20Presentation%20February%202009%20_3_.pdf
http://www.brook.edu/
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/papers/2009/02_reading_whitehurst/02_reading_whitehurst.pdf
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/papers/2009/02_reading_whitehurst/02_reading_whitehurst.pdf
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STIMULUS FOR AMERICAôS COMMUNITY COLLEGES. Sara Goldrick-Rab, Alan 

Berube. The Brookings Institution, February 2008. 
 

The federal government should not simply expand funding, but use these new resources 

explicitly to promote greater success for community college students. Colleges receiving 

enhanced funds would be required to track and report student results, such as completion of a 

minimum number of credits, earning a degree, and landing a good-paying job. Over time, a 

majority of federal dollars would be awarded based not on enrollment, but on collegesô 

performance on these critical measures.  

Our community college system, long on the sidelines in funding and policy debates, now 

needs a seat at the table. Ensuring that American workers are trained to compete in the global 

marketplace, to earn a place in the middle class, and to fulfill their responsibilities as citizens 

requires expanding and improving their experience with postsecondary education. By better 

supporting the affordable and accessible higher educational institutions found within all of 

our communities, and asking more of them in exchange, we can put our nation and its 

families back on the path to economic prosperity. 
http://www.brookings.edu/opinions/2009/0203_community_college_berube.aspx 
 

 

KEEP POLITICS AWAY FROM THE PROMISE OF FAMILY PLANNING . Adam 

Thomas and Isabel V. Sawhill. The Brookings Institution , February 05, 2009,  

 

Just before the House approved its version of the stimulus bill, it was stripped of a 

controversial provision that would have given states the option to expand a Medicaid-funded 

program subsidizing family planning services for low-income women. Adam Thomas and 

Isabel Sawhill agree that the family planning provision was rightly stripped from the package, 

but argue that it is an important program that has the potential to limit the number of 

unplanned pregnancies, reduce the incidence of abortion, improve child well-being and 

actually save money in the long-run.  
http://www.brookings.edu/opinions/2009/0205_family_planning_t homas_sawhill.aspx 
 

 

CARSEY INSTITUTE 
 

WORKING HARD FOR THE MONEY: TRENDS IN WOMENôS 

EMPLOYMENT 1970 TO 2007. Reports on Rural America, 

Carsey Institute. Kristin Smith. Web posted January 30, 2009. 

09AD525 

 

Rural married women, mothers and not, are clocking in at work more 

often today than even their urban counterparts, and since 2000, more 

married than single women are in the workforce in rural areas, a first. 

In 2006, 70 percent of married women with children under age 6 in 

rural areas worked for pay compared with 64 percent in urban areas. 

The report cites the reasons for this difference.  
http://www.carseyinstitute .unh.edu/publications/Report -Smith-WorkingHard.pdf 
 [PDF format, 36 pages].  

 

http://www.brookings.edu/opinions/2009/0203_community_college_berube.aspx
http://www.brookings.edu/opinions/2009/0205_family_planning_thomas_sawhill.aspx
http://www.carseyinstitute.unh.edu/
http://www.carseyinstitute.unh.edu/publications/Report-Smith-WorkingHard.pdf
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CENTER FOR AMERICAN PROGRESS 
 

THE OTHER COLLEGE: RETENTION AND COMPLETION 

RATES AMONG TWO -YEAR COLLEGE STUDENTS . By 

Molly F. McIntosh, Cecilia Elena Rouse. Center for American 

Progress, February 10, 2009 

 
This paper shines much needed light on the complexity of 

contemporary college going and the potential causes of the gap in 

persistence and degree completion. Using a human capital 

framework, we review literature regarding policy solutions designed 

to address this complexity in two broad areas. The first is the 

availability of financial aid to two-year college students, which may take the form of grants 

or loans. The second is the two-year college institutional environment, which includes 

remedial education, student support services, learning communities, and transfer agreements. 
http://www.america nprogress.org/issues/2009/02/two_year_colleges.html 
 

 

 IMPROVING ACADEMIC PREPARATION FOR COLLEGE; 

What We Know and How State and Federal Policy Can Help. By 

Robin Chait, Andrea Venezia. Center for American Progress, 

January 27, 2009 

 

This paper reviews the research and makes the case for a definition 

that includes academic rigor, grades, specific academic skills that 

students will need to be successful in a college-level course, and 

ñcollege knowledgeòðknowledge about how to apply, enroll, and 

succeed in a college environment. It may be difficult to come up with 

objective measures for all these aspects of college readiness, but it is important to consider 

them all in defining readiness and in helping students meet a threshold of it. 
http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2009/01/academic_preparation.html  
 

 

CENTER FOR ECONOMIC AND POLICY RESEARCH 
 

 UNIONS AND UPWARD MOBILITY FOR WOMEN 

WORKERS. Center for Economic and Policy Research. John 

Schmitt. December 2008. 09AD277 

 

The study documents a large wage and benefit advantage for women 

workers in unions relative to their non-union counterparts. It finds that 

unionized women workers earned, on average, 11.2 percent more than 

their non-union peers. In addition, women in unions were much more 

likely to have health insurance benefits and a pension plan.  

 
http://www.cepr.net/documents/publications/unions_and_upward_mobility_for_women_work
ers_2008_12.pdf 
 [PDF format, 10 pages]. 

http://www.americanprogress.org/
http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2009/02/two_year_colleges.html
http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2009/01/academic_preparation.html
http://www.cepr.net/documents/publications/unions_and_upward_mobility_for_women_workers_2008_12.pdf
http://www.cepr.net/documents/publications/unions_and_upward_mobility_for_women_workers_2008_12.pdf

