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International Musicians Come Together Online and Onstage
The Welbuilt YouTube Symphony Orchestra plays Carnegie Hall

By Michael Gallant, Special Correspon@nt
14 May 2009

San Bruno, Californi@ Darius Klisys never

dreamed of performing at Carnegie Hall.

Though an accomplished musician, with nine

albums to his name, he lives in Lithuania, with

an ocean separating him from New York City.

Not only that, hanakes his music on the
birbyna, a traditional b
Lithuanian reeepipe that never has been a

standard instrument for a symphony orchestra.

Featuring musicians from around the world,
the YouTube Symphony Orchestra practices
foraconcert at New Yorkdés Carnegi e

"

Despite these roadblocks, Klisys beat the odds,
joining 96 musicians from 30 countries and
territories to perform on that hallowed stage as t
YouTube Symphony Orchestra (YTS®) a
project just as unlikely and groundbke®y as
Dariusd own presence

Musicians were chosen via online auditions to play at
Carnegie Hall, known for its superior acoustics.

--------

that has been challenging entrepreneurial mindg
for more than a@ecade: using the Internet as a
conduit for longdistance musical collaboration.

MORE: http://www.america.gov/st/peopleplace
english/200/May/20090514173205maduobbA0.9665186.htmI?CP.rss=true
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GOVERNMENT

HISTORICAL EFFECTIVE FEDERAL TAX RATES: 1979 to 2006. Congressional

Budget Office. April 2009.

This is an update to previous estimates of effective federal tax rates, which now incorporate
data for the 2006 calendar year. Those data, the most current available, reflect tax returns
filed in 2007 and became alable for analysis in 2008. The effective tax rates in 2006

differed only slightly from those in 2005.
http://www.cbo.gov/ftpdocs/100xx/doc10068/effective_tax_rates 2006 .pdf
[PDF format, 5 pages].

THE WIC PROGRAM: BACKGROUND, TRENDS, AND

ECONOMIC ISSUES, 2009 EDITION. Economic Research Service,
U.S. Department of Agriculture. Victor Oliveira and Elizabeth

Frazao. April 2009.

The mission of the Special Supplementatrtion Program for Women,
Infants, and Children (WIC) is to safeguard the health ofitmeme
women, infants, and children through age 4 who are at nutritional risk.
WIC provides nutritious foods to supplement diets, nutrition education,
and referrals thealth care and other social services. The report
describes the WIC program, how it works, its history, program trends, and the characteristics
of the population it serves. It also examines current issues facing WIC, focusing mainly on
those with importaineconomic implications.
http://www.ers.usda.gov/Publications/ERR73/ERR73.pdf [PDF format, 90 pages].

ADVANCED DISTRIBUTED LEARNING. U.S. Department of Defense. April 2009.

The Defene Department releases its updated Wabed dearning standard, used by
government, commercial and international agencies, allowing organizations to easily
exchange online learning, training and educational content. e@é@ng standard ensures
the learning experience and performance data tracking is consistent in the distribution of
training courses via the Internet, and allows for online collaboration between users.
http://www.adlnet.gov/Pages/D efault.aspx [HTML format, various paging].

NATI ON6S REPORT CARD. u. S. Department of Edu
U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan issues the following statement on the 2008
Nationds Report Card: N a trogeess eNAEPA B endssns ment o f

Academic Progress: AWebre pleased to see son
reading and among younger age groups in math
shrinking in reading, but we still have a lot more wirklo. Our focus on raising standards,

increasing academic rigor and i mproving teac

http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/  [HTML format with links].

PROTECTING STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES. Office of Civil Rights, U.S.

Department of Education. March 27, 2009.

The document revises and clarifies the requirements of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act
of 1973, as amended (Section 504) in the area ofgal@mentary and secondary education.
The primary purpose of these revisions is to incorporate information about the Americans
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with Disabilities Act Amendments Act of 2008 (Amendments Act), effective January 1,
2009, which amended the Americans with Disaés Act of 1990 (ADA) and included a
conforming amendment to the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 that affects the meaning of
disability in Section 504. The Amendments Act broadens the interpretation of disability.
http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/504fag.ntml  [HTML format, various paging].

o1 CHARACTERISTICS OF PRIVATE SCHOOLS IN THE UNITED
STATES: RESULTS FROM THE 2007-2008 PRIVATE SCHOOL
UNIVERSE SURVEY. U.S. Department of Educaton. Stephen P.
Broughman et al. March 2009.

The report presents data on private schools in the United States for
grades kindergarten through twelve by selected characteristics such as
school size, school level, religious orientation, geographic regioanurb
city type, and program emphasis

1 http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2009/2009313.pdf [PDF format, 54 pages].

BASIC READING SKILLS AND THE LITERACY OF

W AMERI CA06S LEAST LI TERATE ADULTS. Na
e se Nl Education Statistics. May 6, 2009.

The study shows the English |iterac
literate adults.

http:/nces.ed.gov/pubs2009/2009481.pdf [PDF format, 83 pages].

CRIME, VIOLE NCE, DISCIPLINE, AND SAFETY IN U.S.

PUBLIC SCHOOLS. National Center for Education Statistics.
Samantha Neiman and Jill F. Devoe. Web posted May 5, 2009.

The report uses data from the 2608 School Survey on Crime and
Safety (SSOCS) to examine a rangessties dealing with school crime
and safety, such as the frequency of school crime and violence,
disciplinary actions, and school practices related to the prevention and
reduction of crime.

http://nces .ed.gov/pubs2009/2009326.pdf

[PDF format, 81 pages].

INDICATORS OF SCHOOL CRIME AND SAFETY: 2008. National

e Center for Education Statistics and Bureau of Justice Statistics.

Eeees o Rachel Dinkes et al. April 2009.

The report examines crime occurring in scha®lvell as on the way to

and from school. It provides the most current detailed statistical
information to inform the Nation on the nature of crime in schools. The
report presents data on crime at school from the perspectives of students,
teachers, princigds, and the general population.
http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2009/2009022.pdf  [PDF format, 169 pages].

‘ieSumens  BIS,
oy aice Seatimics
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R COMPARATIVE INDICATORS OF EDUCATION IN THE
Sessssnmeiaal UNITED STATES AND OTHER G -8 COUNTRIES. National Center
G C Il for Education Statistics, U.S. Department of Education. David C.

] Miller et al. March 25, 2009.

The report describes how the education system in the United States
compares with education systems in the oth& ¢untries-=Canada,
France, Germany, Italyapan, the Russian Federation, and the United
Kingdom. It draws on the most current information about education
from four primary sources: the Indicators of National Education
Systems (INES) at the Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OED), the Progress in International Reading Literacy Study (PIRLS), the
Program for International Student Assessment (PISA), and the Trends in International
Mathematics and Science Study

http://nces.ed. gov/pubs2009/2009039.pdf Full Report. [PDF format, 119 pages].
http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2009039
[HTML format with links to individual chapters].

NEW INDICAT ORS OF HIGH SCHOOL CAREER/TECHNICAL EDUCATION
COURSETAKING: CLASS OF 2005. National Center for Education Statistics. Lisa

Hudson and Jennifer Laird. April 29, 2009.

The report examine the career/technical education (CTE) coursetaking of public high school
graduates using new indicators of participation. These indicators examine the extent to which
students participate in CTE and in specific occupational areas (such as agriculture and
business) broadly (many students earning credits) versus deeply (mats/eaated by
participating students).he occupational areas with the deepest levels of participation were
manufacturing, repair, and transportation; agriculture and natural resources; health sciences;
and construction and architecture.

http:/nces.ed.gov/pubs2009/2009038.pdf [PDF format, 20 pages].

20072008 NATIONAL POSTSECONDARY STUDENT AID STUDY (NPSAS:08):

STUDENT FINANCIAL AID ESTIMATES FOR 2007 -2008. National Center for

Education Statistics.Christina Chang Wei et al. April 14, 2009.

The report is comprehensive, nationally representative survey of student financing of
postsecondary education in the United States. About 114,000 undergraduate students and
14,000 graduate and first professiosialdents were randomly selected from more than 1,600
postsecondary institutions. The report describes the percentages of students receiving various
types of financial aid and average amounts received, by type of institution attended,
attendance pattern, gendency status, and income level.

http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2009/2009166.pdf [PDF format, 54 pages].

ENGLISH LITERACY OF FOREIGN -BORN ADULTS IN THE UNITED STATES:

2003. National Center for EducationStatistics. Siri Warkentien et al. Web posted March
17, 20009.

The brief draws on data from the 2003 National Assessment of Adult Literacy (NAAL) to
explore the English literacy of foreigymorn adults living in households in the United States.

It presentghe English literacy scores of foredporn adults age 16 and older by
race/ethnicity, age of arrival in the United States, years spent in the United States, highest
level of educational attainment, and language spoken before starting school. Scores are
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reported on three literacy scales: prose, document, and quantitative. Findings indicate that
English literacy scores of foreigmrn adults varied across a variety of background
characteristics.

http:/ /nces.ed.gov/pubs2009/2009034.pdf [PDF format, 4 pages].

MINI -DIGEST OF EDUCATION STATISTICS 2008. National Center for Education
Statistics. March 2009.

The publication is a pocksaized compilation of statistical information covering the broad
field of American education from kindergarten through graduate school. The statistical
highlights are excerpts from the Digest of Education of Statistics, 2008.
http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2009/2009021.pdf [PDFformat, 77 pages].

ATI ME TO WORK OR TIME TO PLAY: THE EFFECT OF
EMPLOYMENT ON HOMEWORK, HOUSEWORK, SCREEN T
U.S. Department of Labor. Charlene Marie Kalenkoski and Sabrina Wulff Pabilonia.

March 2009.

Recent research suggests tatking while in high school reduces the amount of time

students spend doing homework. However, an additional hour of work leads to a reduction in
homework by much less than one hour, suggesting a reduction in other activities. The paper

uses data from 120032007 American Time Use Surveys (ATUS) to investigate the effects

of market work on the time students spend on homework, sleeping, household work, and

screen time. Results show that an increase in paid work reduces time spent in all of these
activities by 84 percent, with the largest effect found for screen time.
http://www.bls.gov/osmr/pdf/ec090010.pdf  [PDF format, 29 pages].

EXPOSURE TO SUBSTANCE USE PREVENTION MESSAGES
TheNSDUHReport | AND SUBSTANCE USEAMONG ADOLESCENTS: 2002 TO 2007.
» National Survey on Drug Use and Health. April 2, 2009.

The report, based on a series of national surveys, finds that a smaller
percentage of adolescents, agelT2were exposed to substance use
prevention messages in 2007,9 percent, than in 2002, 83.2 percent.
Similarly, a smaller percentage of adolescents are participating in out of
school substance use prevention programs, from 12.7 percent in 2002 to
1 11.3 percentin 2007. However, the report shows a significarduigey

this same period in the level of adolescents who engaged in substance
abuserelated conversations with at least one parent, from 58.1 percent in 2002 to 59.6
percent in 2007. The report shows that these conversations are associated with lowakr rates
current substance use by an adolescent.
http://oas.samhsa.gov/2k9/prevention/prevention.pdf  [PDF format, 4 pages].

SCHOOL-BASED BANK SAVINGS PROGRAMS: BRINGING

FINANCIAL EDUCATION TO STUDENTS. Comptroller of the

Currency Administrator of National Banks. April 2009.

The report discusses how banks can set up stfasald bank savings

programs to help students learn about the importance of saving and

managing their personal financesrptroller of the Currency John C.

Dugan stated, fAAs a parent, one ar e;
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especially important to me is that our children learn how to make the right financial choices
before they leave home. These schHoméed bank programs gyeductive collaborations
between banks and schools that share a mutual interest in providing financial education to
students eager to | earn. o

http://www.occ.treas.gov/cdd/Insights -Schoolbasedbank.pdffPDF format, 10 pages].

PLACES WHERE WOMEN MADE HISTORY. National Park Service. 2009.

The itinerary focuses on 75 historic places in New York and Massachusetts associated with
the varied aspects women's history. It shows the accdmpdists of many American women

who made outstanding contributions to education, government, medicine, the arts, commerce,
women's suffrage and the early civil rights movement.

http://www.nps.gov/his tory/nr/travel/pwwmh/  [HTML format, various paging].

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT. [U.S. Census Bureau]. April 27, 2009.

The U.S. Census Bureau announces that worker
$26,000 more on average than workers with a higbdatiploma. The tables also show that

in 2008, 29 percent of adults 25 and ol der h

compl eted high school. That compares with 24
and 83 percent who had completed rsghool in 1998.
Full Text:

http://www.census.gov/population/www/socdemo/educ -attn.html
[HTML format with links].
http://www.census.gov/population/www/socdemo/education/cps2008.html
Detailed Tables [HTML format with links].

RESIDENTIAL MOVE RATE IN U.S. IS LOWEST SINCE CENSUS BUREAU

TRACKING IN 1948. U.S. Bureau of Census. Tom Edwards. April 22, 200

The national mover rate declined from 13.2 percent in 2007 to 11.9 percent in 2008, the

|l owest rate since the bureau began tracking
people who changed residence in 2008 dropped by 3.5 million from theysear,

millions of Americans continue to move, 0 sai
Census Bureau.

http://www.census.gov/Press -

Release/www/releases/archives/mobility _of the population/013609.html

[HTML format, various paging].

ASIAN/PACIFIC AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH: MAY 2009. U.S. Census Bureau.
Web posted March 3, 2009.

In 1978, a joint congressional resolution establishadmBacific American Heritage Week.
The first 10 days of May were chosen to coincide with two important milestones in
Asian/Pacific American history: the arrival in the United States of the first Japanese
immigrants (May 7, 1843) and contributions of Cls@evorkers to the building of the
transcontinental railroad, completed on May 10, 1869. In 1992, Congress expanded the
observance to a monthlong celebration. Per a 1997 Office of Management and Budget
directive, the Asian or Pacific Islander racial catggeas separated into two categories: one
being Asian and the other Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander.
http://lwww.census.gov/Press -Release/www/releases/archives/cb09ff -06.pdf

[PDF format, 10 pages].
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ASSESSMENT IN ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION: A PRIMER.

Erin D. Caffrey, Analyst in Education Policy. U.S. Government Accountability Office,

April 9, 2009

In recent years, federal education legislation has glanégncreased emphasis on assessment

in schools. Perhaps most notably, Titld bf the Elementary and Secondary Education Act
(ESEA), as reauthorized by the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB), requires states to test all
students annually in grades 3 thrbugand once in high school in the areas of reading,
mathematics, and science. These assessments are used as key indicators in an accountability
system that determines whether schools are making progress with respect to student
achievement. This report prides a framework for understanding various types of

assessments that are administered in elementary and secondary schools. It broadly discusses
various purposes of educational assessment and describe comprehensive assessment systems.
Common assessment nseges currently used in education are described, including state
assessments, NAEP, and state exit exams. The report also provides a description and analysis
of technical considerations in assessments, including validity, reliability, and fairness, and
provide a discussion of how to use these technical considerations to draw appropriate
conclusions based on assessment results. Additionally, innovation in assessment is discussed,
including the development and use of alternate assessments and performasoecagse

Finally, this report provides a brief analysis of the use of assessments
http://lwww.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R40514.pdf

FEDERAL STUDENT AID. U.S. Government Accountability Office.
March 25, 20009.
The Academic Competitiveness (AC) and National Science and

GAO

FEDERAL STUDENT
AlD

Bty o Mathematics Access to Retain Talent (SMART) Grants were established
st o | by the Deficit Reduction Act of 2005. The grants provide risaited
a1 financial aid to certain lovincome college studengdigible for Federal
Participaion. Pell Grants and are administered by the Department of Education

Lgro (Education). In the first year of implementation, participation was lower

'I;I than expected.
http://www.gao.gov/new.it ems/d09343.pdf [PDF format,. 45 pages].

GRADUATE MEDICAL EDUCATION: TRENDS IN TRAINING AND STUDENT

DEBT. U.S. Government Accountability Office. May 4, 2009.

The federal government invests significantly in medical education through various programs
tohel p ensure that the anticipated supply of
needs.

http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d09438r.pdf [PDF format, 51 pages].
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CONGRESSIONAL CEMIGMHEARINREPORTS, ETC.)

DISCONNECTED YOUTH: A LOOK AT 16 - TO 25-YEAR OLDS WHO ARE NOT

WORKING OR IN SCHOOL. Congressional Research Service, Library of Congress.

Adrienne L. Fernandes and Thomas Gabe. April 22, 2009.

Policymakers and youth advocates have begtiocigs greater attention on young people

who are not working or in school. Generally
may also lack strong social networks that provide assistance in the form of employment
connections and other supports suchassing and financial assistance. Without attachment

to work or school, disconnected youth may be vulnerable to experiencing negative outcomes

as they transition to adulthood.

http://www.fas.org/sg p/crs/misc/R40535.pdf [PDF format, 82 pages].

REINING IN THE IMPERIAL PRESIDENCY: LESSONS AND
_ RECOMMENDATIONS RELATING TO THE PRESIDENCY OF
wnermemmerenne - GEORGE W. BUSH. House Committee on the Judiciary Majority
‘ Staff, U.S. House of Representatives. Web posted Ap#, 2009.
The Committee releases the final version of the Democratic Committee
staff report on systematic abuses of presidential power during the Bush
administration. The report contains 50 separate recommendations
_ designed to correct the imbalanced sapan of power that
——————————1 characterized the George W. Bush presidency. Chief among
recommendations include continued congressional investigations like
those the Judiciary Committee has pursued co
Justice Department, aud ribbon commission similar to the panel proposed in Chairman
Conyersod6 H.R. 104, and independent cri minal

http://judiciary.hou se.gov/hearings/printers/111th/IPres090316.pdf
[PDF format, 541 pages].

ECONOMIC CRISIS IS HAVING CATASTROPHIC EFFECTS ON THE ARTS AND

MUSIC, WITNESSES TELL HOUSE PANEL. Committee on Education & Labor, U.S.

House of Representatives. March 26, 2009.

Communities across the country are suffering as arts and music organizations struggle with
declining budgets, job losses and other effects of the economic crisis, witnesses told the
House Education and Labor Committwegh AHArts a
realities, which has a multiplier effect on workers and communities who rely on these sectors

to create jobs and generate | ocGA)charmanehue, 0
the committee. MAThese ar e lifieimdaeomruniieg ®wWnsE hat c a
and cities, spur economic growth and help us

http://edlabor.house.gov/newsroom/2009/03/economic -crisis-is-having-cata.shtml
[HTML format with links to testimony videos].

Page 14 of 46


http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R40535.pdf
http://judiciary.house.gov/hearings/printers/111th/IPres090316.pdf
http://edlabor.house.gov/newsroom/2009/03/economic-crisis-is-having-cata.shtml

Embassy of the United States of America T Public Affairs Section

THE WHITE HOUSE

FINANCING THE DREAM: SECURING COLLEGE

AFFORDABILITY FOR THE MIDDLE CLASS. Middle Class Task
Force, The Vice President of the United States. April 17, 2009.

The staff r@ort focuses on the challenges of paying for college in

America today, exploring policy steps that have already been taken and

new steps that should be considered in order to make college more

affordable to all families who aspire to provide a college atiloic for

. their children. It hones in on affordability, specifically addressing the

1 problem of a high school graduate who is fully capable of getting into

and completing a college program, but for the financial constraints that
she and her family face.

http://mww.whitehouse.gov/assets/documents/staff_report_college_affordabilityl.pdf
[PDF format, 17 pages].

RELEASE OF THE PRESI DENT AND VETBNSPTR&E S| DENTO
White House. April 15, 2009.

As demonstration of the Presidentds commit me
House issued the foll owing releases making t
public.

http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/09/04/15/Release -of-the-Presidentand-Vice-Presidents Tax-
Returns/
[HTML format with links to PDF files].
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THINK TANK PUBLIQAS |
AARPPUBLIC POLICY INSTOTE

19 MILLION WORKING -AGE AMERICANS HAVE A DISABILITY THAT LIMITS

OR PREVENTS WORK. MOST ARE POOR OR LOW INCOME. AARP Public Policy

Il nstitute. ElI'l en O6Brien an Carl os Figueired
More than 19 million workingige Americans, 10.9 percent of people ages 21 to 64, have a
work disability, according to data from the U.S. Census Bureau. People with disabilities are
often at a distinct disadvantage in the labor market. A key challenge facing policymakers is
how to deign public programs, and encourage private employers, to effectively support
people with disabilities in their efforts to secure and retain employment and achieve
economic selkufficiency. Programs need to be improved both to provide more timely and
adequate assistance to people who cannot work and to provide needed supports to people
with disabilities who can work.

http://assets.aarp.org/rgcenter/econ/fs153_ssdi.pdf [PDF format, 6 pagsd.

ALLIANCE FOR CHILDHOD

CRISIS IN THE KINDERKARTEN: WHY CHILDREN NEED TO
PLAY IN SCHOOL. Alliance for Childhood. Edward Miller and
Joan Almon. March 2009.
The research shows that many kindergartens spend 2 to 3 hours per day
P — instructing and testinghildren in literacy and math, with only 30
. minutes per day or less for play. In some kindergartens there is no

el playtime at all. The same didactic, telsiven approach is entering

.......... .| preschools. But these methods, which are not well grounded in research,

= arenot yielding longterm gains. Meanwhile, behavioral problems and
preschool expulsion, especially for boys, are soaring, according to the report.
http://www.allianceforchildhood.org/sites/allianceforchildhood.org/files/file/kindergarten_report.pdf

ALLIANCE FOR EXCELINET EDUCATION

SHORT SI GHTED: HOW AMERI CA6S LACK OF ATTENTI
INTERNATIONAL EDUCA TION STUDIES IMPEDES IMPROVEMENT. Alliance for

Excellent Education. March 2009.

To future generations, Americansod current ed
negligent failure to anticipate and meet the needs of the nation and its ciegnthe

report. To provide students with a wodthss education, the United States, must adopt a

more global outlook. The tools and opportunities already exist; indeed, the United States has

even subsidized their creation. Now the nation needs to #aoptsults of internationally

benchmarked assessments.

http://www.all4ed.org/files/shortsighted.pdf ~ [PDF format, 21 pages].
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EVERY STUDENT COUNTS: THE ROLE OF FEDERAL POLICY IN IMPROVING
GRADUATE RATE ACCOUNTABILITY. Alliance for Excellent Education. Eric

Richmond. March 2009.

The brief describes how federal policy has progressed from early attempts to simply calculate
an agreedipon high school graduation rate to pressay efforts aimed aising commonly

defined rates as part of a refined accountability system to drive school improvement. The
brief also includes a national and sthtestate analysis of the impact of the graduation rate
regulations issued by the U.S. Department of Education.
http://www.all4ed.org/files/ESC_FedPolicyGRA.pdf [PDF format, 14 pages].

ALLIANCE FOR RETIREBMERICANS

CONGRESS BECOMING MORE PRO-SENIOR, ADVOCATES SAY. Alliance for

Retired Americans.David Blank. May 4, 2009.

The report details the voting record of every U.S. Senator and Representative on key issues
affecting current and future retirees- AThe
senior trend in America, one which begathahe 2006 midterm elections and culminated

with the historic elections of 2008, 0 said A
were more perfect scores on the voting recor
Easterling.

http://www.retiredamericans.org/ht/action/GetDocumentAction/i/12744

[PDF format, 2 pages].

AMERICA SPEAKS

CHAMPIONS OF PARTICIPATION: FULL REP ORT OF
e PROCEEDINGS. America Speaks, March 36381, 2009
“Gﬂ‘g,gf;tmgggmn Managers and staff from 23 different federal agencies and offices
Public ™ recommended that the Presidento6s Oj
o a new government wide structure that will transform how the
Chamgons o Pt governmentnvolves the American people in key decision making.
----------- http://www.americaspeaks.org/_data/n_0001/resources/live/Champions%20

Report%200f%20Proceedings%20final.pdf

AMERICAN ASSOCIATIODNF UNIVERSITY WOMEN

PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA'S FIRST 100 DAYS: A PROGRESS REPORT ON

AAUW PRIORITY ISSUES. AAUW, April 2009

The AAUW report is an assessment of the Odaaministration's actions with respect to
advancing equity for women and girls; it delves into critical issues including pay equity, job
security, reproductive rights, education, and wifikkbalance, offers a close look at the
administration's progressd identifies areas where more work can be done.

To see the document, visit

http://www.aauw.org/advocacy/issue_advocacy/upload/obamaFirst100.pdf
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AMERICAN ENTERPRISHSTITUTE

STIMULATING EXCELLENCE: UNLEASHING THE POWER

OF INNOVATION IN EDUCATION.By Frederick M. Hess. AEI
Center for American Progress. Tuesday, May 5, 2009

By removing barriers to innovation and reform and providireater
support for entrepreneurship, we can spur the critical and necessary
new solutions to many of public education's greatest challenges. The
N recommendations included in this report are not a wish list of items to
support entrepreneurs; rather, theyrespnt a nonpartisan agenda for
federal, state and local leaders to address the rules, procedures and

practices that hinder innovation in education.
http:/ /lwww.aei.org/docLib/education -entrepreneurs%20report-embargoed%20copy%202.pdf

THE EUROPE SYNDROME AND THE CHALLENGE TO

AMERICAN EXCEPTIONALISM. American Enterprise

Institute. Charles Murray. March 16, 2009.

The author sees President Obama and ading intellectuals as

the American equivalent of Europe
discusses pros and cons of the European way and argues that
AAmericads elite must once again
makes America different. o

http://american.com/archive/2009/march -2009/the -europe-syndrome-and-the-challengeto-american
exceptionalism

[HTML format, various paging].

AMERICANS FOR THE A%

2009 2011 AMERICANS FOR THE ARTS STRATEGIC PLAN.

Americans for the Arts, April 2009

For the past two years, Americans for the Arts has been involved in a

strategic planning process that enabled tteegather input from more

than 6,000 stakeholders through surveys, focus groups, and dialogue. In

addition, they worked with AMS Planning & Research to conduct a scan

s of the arts environment. As the organization prepared to release the
2008-2011 results of this wdk, the current economic crisis shook the nation and the

worl d. The marriage of the organi zat
realities resulted in a call for a renewed focus on core audiences and the
vital programs that serve them.

This plan and the fadwing resource and support documents are available online at
http://www.americansforthearts.org/pdf/about_us/finalplandocument.pdf

BREAK THE CYCLE o
STATE-BY-STATE

STATE-BY-STATE TEEN DATING VIOLENCE REPORT CARD 2009. g b

Break the Cycle. April 2009. 2009

The report grades each stateods | a eir

dating violence seeking protection orders against their abusers. It offers

Page 18 of 46


http://www.aei.org/
http://www.aei.org/docLib/education-entrepreneurs%20report-embargoed%20copy%20-2.pdf
http://american.com/archive/2009/march-2009/the-europe-syndrome-and-the-challenge-to-american-exceptionalism
http://american.com/archive/2009/march-2009/the-europe-syndrome-and-the-challenge-to-american-exceptionalism
http://www.artsusa.org/
http://www.americansforthearts.org/pdf/about_us/finalplandocument.pdf

Embassy of the United States of America T Public Affairs Section

education prevention and intervemtiprograms for teens, advocates for laws and policies to
better protect the rights and promote the health of teens nationwide. Victims of teen dating
abuse face overwhelming obstacles to getting help because, as minors, it is often difficult for
them to mee from their home, change their school or gain access to basic securities like
money, shelter and transportation. Exacerbating the barriers is the fact that few states
recognize teens as victims of domestic abuse and therefore do not allow them ta take ou
restraining orders.

http://www.breakthecycle.org/pdf/2009 -state-report-cards/state-report-card-full -report-2009.pdf
[PDF format, 114 pages].

BRENNAN CENTER GOTUBTICE

TRANSPARENCY IN THE FIRST 100 DAYS: A REPORT CARD.
CINTER ot Brennan Center for Justice, New York University School of Law.
April 27, 2009.
The report card evaluates President
Wi | national security matte during his first 100 days in office. Elizabeth

cwon o | Goil tein of the Brennan Center says i
transparency is overall a tremendous improvement over President

Bushés record. 0 Goitein adds, Aln ¢t
— 1 access togesidential records, he has put excellent policies in place;

what 6s needed now is faithful i mpler
comes to national security issues. o0 ABut in
government miscondrucdce grhéet adlhmowmitshea asame i n

says Goitein.
http://brennan.3cdn.net/c740a54425f6620404_8ame6ib3yb.pdf [PDF format, 32 pages].

BROOKINGS INSTITUTND

FEDERAL EXPENDITURES ON INFANTS AND TODDLERS IN
Federal Expenditures on 2007. Julia B. Isaacs et al. The Brookings Institution, April 2009
wiansandTead®s - Research suggests that investing in young children can help build a
strong future wor kf catienel successsgand ove ¢ h
health, and potentially reduce some of the social ills that drain the
nationds resources and will. To hav
future investments, it is important to start from an understanding of the
baseline: What investmeés does this nation currently make in young
sooknes | children? Which programs and purposes are currently supported by
federal investments, and which are not? This report provides such a
baseline understanding and informs a national conversation about how beststdhe
countrydos resources by examining federal exp
children under age 3.
http: //www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/papers/2009/04_infants_toddlers_isaacs/04 _infants_toddlers
_isaacs.pdf
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DRUGS AND DEMOCRACY: TOWARD A PARADIGM SHIFT. Brookings

Institution. Kevin Casas-Zamora. April 22, 2009.

Kevin Casaszamora believes the reportthe Latin American Commission on Drugs and
Democracy is a significant addition to an urgent conversation in the hemisphere. He argues
that, with a new U.S. administration a frank discussion on drugs, both domestic and
international, can at last begin.
http://www.brookings.edu/opinions/2009/0422_drugs_and_democracy_casaszamora.aspx

[HTML format, various paging].

GETTING CURRENT: RECENT DEMOGRAPHIC TRENDS IN
METROPOLITAN AMERICA. William H. Frey, Alan Berube et al.

The Brookings Institution, March 2009

The new administration taking shape in Washington inherits not only an
economic crisis, but also a mammoth apparatus of agencies and
programs, many of which we developed a generation or more ago. In
view of that, a president and Congress striving to "build a smarter
government” should develop new policies or retool old programs with
the latest population trends in mind, especially those shaping-and re

shapingmetropolitan areathe nation's engines of economic growth and opportunity
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/reports/2 ~ 009/03_metro_demographic_trends/03_metro__
demographic_trends.pdf

SAME-SEX MARRIAGE AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY: A RECONCILIATION. A
Governance Studies Event, March 13, 200Brooklyn Institution Governing Ideas

Number 17

In a recent New York Times egd, Brakings scholar Jonathan Rauch anéhathor David
Blankenhorn argue that linking federal civil unions to guarantees of religious freedom is a
way to head off a longerm, scorche@arth debate over gay marriage and religious liberty.
On March 13, Rauch ar@lankenhorn discussed their proposal at a forum moderated by
Brookings Senior Fellow William Galston. Robin Wilson, editor of S&8e& Marriage and
Religious Liberty: Emerging Conflicts, discussed the chstelte conflicts that sarreex

unions may engerd. Nathan Diament and Lara Schwarz offered thoughts from religious and
gay rights perspectives.

http://www.brookings.edu/events/2009/0313_marriage.aspx

CENTER FOR AMERICARROGRESS

NEW PROGRESSIVE AMERICA: THE MILLENNIAL

GENERATION . By David Madland, Ruy Teixeira. Center for

American Progress,May 13, 2009

The 2008 election saw strong shifts toward progressives among almost
all growing demographic groups in the United States. Conversely,
conservatives typically retained strength only among stagnant or
declining groups. The result is a demographic landscape sharply tilted
toward progressives, a tilt that is only likely to increasgeiars to

come.

http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2009/05/millennial_generation.html
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