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take responsibility for their education and take advantage of the opportunities that an 
education offers. 
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ñWe can have the most dedicated teachers, 

the most supportive parents, the best 

schools in the world ð and none of it will 

make a difference, none of it will matter 

unless all of you fulfill your 

responsibilities,ò Obama said in a 

September 8 national address to students. 

 
ƹPresident Barack Obama greets students after 
delivering a speech on education at Wakefield High 
School in Arlington, Va., Tuesday, Sept. 8, 2009. 

 

 

 

Obama called on students across the country to set their own goals for their education, no 

matter how great or how small, and do everything possible to meet them. He told students 

that people succeed because they understand they cannot let failure define them. Let failures 

teach you, the president said. 

 
ƹThird graders at Jane Addams Elementary 
School in Springfield, Ill., watch and listen to 
President Barack Obama.   
 
Homestead High School graduate Andoni Schultz 
poses as he watches television in his home in Los 
Altos, Calif., as President Barack Obama delivers 
an education speech. Obama on Tuesday 
challenged the nation's students to take pride and 
ownership in their education, and stick with it even if 
they don't like every class or must overcome tough 
circumstances at home. Obama talked about 
Schultz's lifelong battle with a cancerous brain 
tumor and his unrelenting determination to complete 
school. Ƹ 
 
 

 
Students listen to President Obama's televised 
back-to-school speech at Horton Elementary 
School, in Richmond.ƶ 

 
 
AP Photos 
 

Full article: 

http://www.america.gov/st/educ -
english/2009/September/20090908141926dmslahrellek0.1205561.html?CP.rss=true  

http://www.america.gov/st/educ-english/2009/September/20090908141926dmslahrellek0.1205561.html?CP.rss=true
http://www.america.gov/st/educ-english/2009/September/20090908141926dmslahrellek0.1205561.html?CP.rss=true
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GOVERNMENT 
 

NEW YORK LEADS IN PER -PUPIL EDUCATION SPENDING AT NEARLY $16,000. 

U.S. Bureau of Census. July 27, 2009. 

Public schools in New York spent $15,981 per pupil in 2007, which was more than any other 

state or state equivalent, according to new data released by the U.S. Census Bureau.  New 

Jersey ($15,691) and the District of Columbia ($14,324) had the next-highest spending. 

States spending the least per pupil were Utah ($5,683), Idaho ($6,625) and Tennessee 

($7,113). On average, each state spent $9,666 per pupil in 2007, a 5.8 percent increase over 

2006. 
http://www.census.gov/Press -Release/www/releases/archives/education/014091.html  

 [HTML format, various paging]. 

http://www.census.gov/govs/school/index.html   [HTML format with links]. 

 

BABY BOOM MIGRATION AND ITS IMPACT ON RURAL AMERICA. U.S. 

Department of Agriculture. John Cromartie and Peter Nelson. August 10, 2009. 

Members of the baby boom cohort, now 45-63 years old, are approaching a period in their 

lives when moves to rural and small-town destinations increase. An analysis of age-specific, 

net migration during the 1990s reveals extensive shifts in migration patterns as Americans 

move through different life-cycle stages. Assuming similar age patterns of migration, the 

report identifies the types of nonmetropolitan counties that are likely to experience the 

greatest surge in baby boom migration during 2000-20 and projects the likely impact on the 

size and distribution of retirement-age populations in destination counties. 

http://www.ers.usda.gov/Publications/ERR79/ERR79.pdf [PDF format, 36 pages]. 

 

EXPENDITURES ON CHILDREN BY FAMILIES, 2008. U.S.  

Department of Agriculture. Web posted August 2009. 

Since 1960, the U.S. Department of Agriculture has provided estimates 

of expenditures on children from birth through age 17. The report 

presents the most recent estimates for husband-wife and single-parent 

families using data from the 2005-06 Consumer Expenditure Survey, 

updated to 2008 dollars using the Consumer Price Index. Estimates are 

provided for major components of the budget by age of child, family 

income, and region of residence. For the overall United States, annual 

child-rearing expense estimates ranged between $11,610 and $13,480 for a child in a two-

child, married-couple family in the middle-income group. 

http://www.cnpp.usda.g ov/Publications/CRC/crc2008.pdf [PDF format, 39 pages]. 

 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS: THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT AND 

THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH HIV/AIDS TO OBTAIN OCCUPATIONAL 

TRAINING AND STATE LICENSING. U.S. Department of Justice. July 2009. 

The Justice Department releases a technical assistance fact sheet on legal requirements 

relating to admitting individuals with HIV or AIDS to occupational training schools and 

granting state licensure in occupations such as barbering, massage therapy and home health 

care assistance. 

http://www.ada.gov/qahivaids_license.htm [HTML format, various paging]. 

 

http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/www/releases/archives/education/014091.html
http://www.census.gov/govs/school/index.html
http://www.ers.usda.gov/Publications/ERR79/ERR79.pdf
http://www.cnpp.usda.gov/Publications/CRC/crc2008.pdf
http://www.ada.gov/qahivaids_license.htm
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ACHIEVEMENT GAPS: HOW BLACK AND WHITE STUDENTS 

IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS PERFORM IN MATHEMATICS AND 

READING ON THE  NATIONAL ASSESSMENT OF 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS. National Center for Education 

Statistics. July 2009. 

In 2007, mathematics scores for both Black and White public school 

students in grades 4 and 8 nationwide, as measured by the main NAEP 

assessments of the National Assessment of Educational Progress 

(NAEP), were higher than in any previous assessment, going back to 

1990. This was also true for Black and White fourth-graders on the 

NAEP 2007 Reading Assessment. For grade 8, reading scores for both Black and White 

students were higher in 2007 than in the first reading assessment year, 1992, as well as the 

most recent previous assessment year, 2005. White students, however, had higher scores than 

Black students, on average, on all assessments. [PDF format, 80 pages]. 
http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/pdf/studies/2009455.pdf    
 

STUDENTS WHO STUDY SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, 

ENGINEERING, AND MATHEMATICS (STEM) IN 

POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION. National Center for Educational 

Statistics. Xianglei Chen and Thomas Weko. July 29, 2009. 

Using data from the 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students 

Longitudinal Study (BPS:96/01), this Statistics in Brief focuses on 

undergraduates who enter STEM programs and examines their 

characteristics and postsecondary outcomes , persistence and degree 

completion, several years after beginning postsecondary education. 

http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2009/2009161.pdf   [PDF format, 25 pages]. 

 

ON TRACK TO COMPLETE? A TAXONOMY OF BEGINNING COMMUNITY 

COLLEGE STUDENTS AND THEIR OUTCOMES 3 YEARS AFTER ENROLLING. 

National Center for Education Statistics. July 28, 2009. 

The study uses a classification scheme, the Community College Taxonomy (CCT), to analyze 

outcomes for beginning community college students according to how "directed" (strongly 

directed, moderately directed, or not directed) they are toward completing a program of 

study. Levels of direction are based on factors associated with student persistence and degree 

attainment, and outcomes examined included institutional retention, student persistence, 4-

year transfer rates, enrollment continuity, and first-year attrition.  

http:// nces.ed.gov/pubs2009/2009152.pdf  [PDF format, 98 pages]. 

 

EFFECTIVE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT: MAKING 

IMPROVEMENTS FOR COMMUNITIES AND PEOPLE WITH 

DISABILITIES. National Council on Disability, August 12, 2009 

In this report, NCD offers information and advice to assist all levels of 

government in its work to establish evidence-based policies, programs, 

and practices across the life cycle of disasters. This report provides 

examples of effective community efforts with respect to people with 

disabilities, and evaluates many emergency preparedness, disaster relief, 

and homeland security program efforts deployed by both public and 

private sectors. 
http://www.ncd.gov/newsroom/p ublications/2009/pdf/NCD_EmergencyManagement.pdf 

http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/pdf/studies/2009455.pdf
http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2009/2009161.pdf
http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2009/2009152.pdf
http://www.ncd.gov/newsroom/publications/2009/pdf/NCD_EmergencyManagement.pdf
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AMERICAôS CHILDREN: KEY NATIONAL INDICATORS OF 

WELL -BEING, 2009. Federal Interagency Forum on Child and 

Family Statistics. July 2009. 

The report is a compendium of indicators illustrating both the promises 

and the difficulties confronting young people. The report presents 40 

key indicators on important aspects of childrenôs lives. These indicators 

are family and social environment, economic circumstances, health care, 

physical environment and safety, behavior, education, and health.  
http://childstats.gov/pdf/ac2009/ac_09.pdf    
 

PAYING THE DEBTS OF A DECEASED RELATIVE: WHO IS RESPONSIBLE? 

Federal Trade Commission. July 31, 2009. 

The report shows that surviving relatives usually have no legal obligation to pay the debts of 

a family member who has died. Generally, that personôs estate is responsible for paying his or 

her debts. But if there isnôt enough in the estate to cover the debts, they typically go unpaid. 
http://www.ftc.gov/bcp/edu/pubs/consumer/alerts/alt159.pdf    
 

TEACHER QUALITY: SUSTAINED COORDINATION AMONG KEY FEDERAL 

EDUCATION PROGRAMS COULD ENHANCE STATE EFFORTS TO IMPR OVE 

TEACHER QUALITY. U.S. Government Accountability Office. Web posted August 7, 

2009. 

Policymakers and researchers have focused on improving the quality of our nation's 3 million 

teachers to raise the achievement of students in key academic areas, such as reading and 

mathematics. Given the importance of teacher quality to student achievement and the key role 

federal and state governments play in supporting teacher quality, GAO's objectives included 

examining (1) the extent that the U.S. Department of Education (Education) funds and 

coordinates teacher quality programs, (2) studies that Education conducts on teacher quality 

and how it provides and coordinates research-related assistance to states and school districts, 

and (3) challenges to collaboration within states and how Education helps address those 

challenges.  http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d09593.pdf   

  

YOUTH TOBACCO USE. Substance Abuse and Mental Health 

Services Administration. August 11, 2009. 

The report shows that sales of tobacco to underage youth (those younger 

than age 18) have continued to decline, and have in fact reached historic 

lows under the Synar Amendment program, a federal and state 

partnership program aimed at ending illegal tobacco sales to minors. 
http://prevention.samhsa.gov/tobacco/synarreportfy2008.pdf    
 

 

 

SUBSTANCE ABUSE PREVENTION DOLLARS AND CENTS: A COST-BENEFIT 

ANALYSIS. Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration. July 21, 2009. 

Communities can better develop comprehensive prevention strategies based on 

their unique needs and characteristics and use cost-benefit ratios to help guide 

their decisions with the help of the publication by the Substance Abuse and 

Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA).  
http://download.ncadi.samhsa.gov/prevline/pdfs/SMA07 -4298.pdf 
 

http://childstats.gov/pdf/ac2009/ac_09.pdf
http://www.ftc.gov/bcp/edu/pubs/consumer/alerts/alt159.pdf
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d09593.pdf
http://prevention.samhsa.gov/tobacco/synarreportfy2008.pdf
http://download.ncadi.samhsa.gov/prevline/pdfs/SMA07-4298.pdf
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CONGRESSIONAL  DOCUMENTS (HEARINGS, REPORTS, ETC.) 
 

ñDONôT ASK, DONôT TELL:ò THE LAW AND MILITARY 

POLICY ON SAME -SEX BEHAVIOR. David F. Burrelli.  

Congressional Research Service, August 14, 2009 

In 1993, new laws and regulations pertaining to homosexuality and 

U.S. military service came into effect reflecting a compromise in 

policy. This compromise, colloquially referred to as ñdonôt ask, 

donôt tell,ò holds that the presence in the armed forces of persons 

who demonstrate a propensity or intent to engage in same-sex acts would create an 

unacceptable risk to the high standards of morale, good order and discipline, and unit 

cohesion which are the essence of military capability. Under this policy, but not the law, 

service members are not to be asked about nor allowed to discuss their ñsame-sex 

orientationò. The law itself does not prevent service members from being asked about their 

sexuality. This compromise notwithstanding, the issue has remained politically contentious. 

In recent years, several Members of Congress have expressed interest in amending ñdonôt 

ask, donôt tell.ò At least one bill that would repeal the law and replace it with a policy of non-

discrimination on the basis of sexual orientationðH.R. 1283ðhas been introduced in the 

111th Congress. http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R40782.pdf  

 

THE U.S. NEWSPAPER INDUSTRY IN TRANSITION. Suzanne M. Kirchhoff. 

Congressional Research Service, July 8, 2009 

The U.S. newspaper industry is suffering through what could be its worst financial crisis 

since the Great Depression. Advertising revenues are plummeting due to the severe economic 

downturn, while readership habits are changing as consumers turn to the Internet for free 

news and information. Some major newspaper chains are burdened by heavy debt loads. In 

the past year, seven major newspaper chains have declared bankruptcy, several big city 

papers have shut down, and many have laid off reporters and editors, imposed pay reductions, 

cut the size of the physical newspaper, or turned to Web-only publication. As the problems 

intensify, there are growing concerns that the rapid decline of the newspaper industry will 

impact civic and social life. Already there are fewer newspaper reporters covering state 

capitols and city halls, while the number of states with newspapers covering Congress 

fulltime has dwindled to 23 from the most recent peak of 35 in 1985. 

As old-style, print newspapers decline, new journalism startups are developing around the 

country, aided by low entry costs on the Internet. The emerging ventures hold promise but do 

not have the experience, resources, and reach of shrinking mainstream newspapers. 
http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R40700.pdf  
 

CBOôS LONG-TERM PROJECTIONS FOR SOCIAL SECURITY:  

2009 UPDATE. Congressional Budget Office. August 2009. 

According to the update, without changes in law, CBO expects that the 

Social Security trust funds will be exhausted in 2043. If that point is 

reached, the Social Security Administration will not have the legal 

authority to pay full benefits and the amounts that could be paid would 

be about 17 percent less than those scheduled under current law. 
http://www. cbo.gov/ftpdocs/104xx/doc10457/08 -07-SocialSecurity_Update.pdf 
 

 

http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R40782.pdf
http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R40700.pdf
http://www.cbo.gov/ftpdocs/104xx/doc10457/08-07-SocialSecurity_Update.pdf
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THINK TANK PUBLICATIONS 
 
ALLIANCE FOR EXCELLENT EDUCATION 
 

THE HIGH COST OF HIGH SCHOOL DROPOUTS: WHAT THE NATION PAYS 

FOR INADEQUATE HIGH SCHOOLS. Alliance for Excellent Education. Issue Brief, 

August  2009 

If the high school students who dropped out of the Class of 2009 had graduated, the nationôs 

economy would have benefited from nearly $335 billion in additional income over the course of 

their lifetimes, according to a new issue brief from the Alliance for Excellent Education. 

According to the brief, more than seven thousand students become dropouts every school day. 

Annually, that adds up to almost 1.3 million students who will not graduate from high school 

with their peers as scheduled.ñAs these findings show, the best economic stimulus is a high 

school diploma,ò said Bob Wise, president of the Alliance for Excellent Education and former 

governor of West Virginia. ñGiven the state of high schools in the United States, it is imperative 

that the nation focus attention on students most at risk of dropping out if it is to achieve long-

term economic stability. In an Information Age economy, education is the main currency.ò 
http://www.all4ed.org/files/HighCost.pdf  
 

ACHIEVING A WEALTH OF RICHES: DELIVERING ON THE PROMISE OF DATA 

TO TRANSFORM TEACHING AND LEARNING. Alliance for Excellent Education. 

Issue Brief, August 2009 

A new Alliance policy brief finds that far too many teachers are ñdata rich but information 

poor,ò meaning that while student data is becoming more abundant, not enough teachers have 

access to training, support, and the structures needed to use data effectively. ñSimply putting 

someone on a fire truck and giving him a water hose does not mean that he can put out a fire,ò 

said Bob Wise, president of the Alliance for Excellent Education and former governor of West 

Virginia, ñand merely providing teachers with more data does not ensure that they know how to 

use data to improve student learning.ò According to the brief, the influx of data associated with 

the No Child Left Behind Act and investments in state data systems has meant that teachers are 

being asked to go beyond traditional roles and embrace the use of data to improve their 

teaching and studentsô learning. The brief suggests roles that schools, districts, and states 

should play in making every classroom data-driven and outlines specific federal actions that 

can positively support teachersô use of data to improve student achievement. 
http://www.all4ed.org/files/AchievingWealthOfRiches.pdf  
 

AMERICA SPEAKS 
 

WORKING TOGETHER  TO BUILD A STRONGER 

DEMOCRACY: A PRELIMINARY REPORT ON TEN 

PROPOSALS FOR STRENGTHENING OUR NATIONôS 

DEMOCRACY. America Speaks, August 14, 2009 

AmericaSpeaks, Demos, Everyday Democracy and Harvard 

Universityôs Ash Institute for Democratic Governance and Innovation, 

convened about 100 advocates, scholars, federal managers and leaders 

in the democracy reform field to outline an agenda for improving our 

democracy. Inside youôll find a comprehensive set of 

recommendations designed to strengthen our democracy by engaging all citizens in the 

selection of their leaders, influencing laws and regulations, and taking public action. 
http://www.americaspeaks.org/_data/n_000 1/resources/live/SOND2PreliminaryReport.pdf  

http://www.all4ed.org/
http://www.all4ed.org/files/HighCost.pdf
http://www.all4ed.org/files/AchievingWealthOfRiches.pdf
http://www.americaspeaks.org/
http://www.americaspeaks.org/_data/n_0001/resources/live/SOND2PreliminaryReport.pdf


Embassy of the United States of America  ǐ Public Affairs Section 

 

 

Page 12 of 30 

 

AMERICAN ENTERPRISE INSTITUTE 
 

EDUCATION STIMULUS WATCH: SPECIAL REPORT 2. By 

Andrew Smarick. AEI Online, September 04, 2009  

The AEI Education Stimulus Watch (ESW) series examines whether this 

unprecedented federal investment in schooling is yielding innovation and 

improvement or merely subsidizing the status quo. The first report in the 

series described and analyzed the key education components of the 

stimulus legislation and explained why they were unlikely to deliver the 

benefits promised by some of the law's proponents. Now, more than half 

a year after ARRA's passage, as U.S. students head back to school, 

voters and taxpayers have the opportunity to take stock. This second ESW reports on the key 

education portions of the ARRA by tracking their contributions to the legislation's three 

points of leverage for reform. The first is the approximately $75 billion in formula-based 

programs intended to fill the state and district budget holes caused by plunging revenues. The 

U.S. Department of Education has exhorted states and districts to use these programs, 

collectively referred to as "Recovery-First Funds" in the previous report, to reform schools 

and school systems. Unfortunately, there is little or no evidence they have done so. 
http://www.aei.org/paper/100044  
 

FROM THE SNAPSHOT TO THE FULL PICTURE; MEASURING 

SCHOOL PERFORMANCE WITH VALUE -ADDED. By Douglas 

N. Harris. AEI Online. Ju ly 2009 

 The development of the horse and buggy was a necessary first step toward 

the development of the automobile; in fact, the first cars were built by 

putting engines on buggies. So it is with school accountability. The failure 

of No Child Left Behind (NCLB) to measure school performance is well 

known among researchers and, to some degree, among policymakers and 

their staffs. There is a potential solution: "value-added" measures. Shifting 

from "adequate yearly progress" (AYP) to a value-added approach called "school performance 

tables" (SPTs) is possible due to the provisions of NCLB. The law's expansion of standardized 

testing, the focus on accountability for results, and the goal of 100 percent proficiency were all 

important first steps. Now is the time to bring our horse and buggy accountability into the 

twenty-first century and upgrade to value-added measures. 
http://www.aei.org/docLib/07 -EduO-July09-g.pdf 

 
ANNIE E. CASEY FOUNDATION 
 

COUNTI NG WHAT COUNTS: TAKING RESULTS 

SERIOUSLY FOR VULNERABLE CHILDREN AND 

FAMILIES. The Annie E. Casey Foundation.  August 2009.  

The report profiles the well-being of Americaôs children on a state-

by-state basis and ranks states on 10 key measures of child well-

being. The Data Book essay calls for a ñdata revolutionò that uses 

timely and reliable information to track the progress and improve 

the lives of vulnerable children. [PDF format, 148 pages]. 
http://www.aecf.org/~/media/Pubs/Other/123/2009KIDSCOUNTDataBook/AEC186_2009_KCDB_FINA
L%2072.pdf   
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