CRIME DIGEST - JULY 2001

THE FOLLOWING MATERIAL HAS BEEN COMPILED BY RSO FROM THE UKRAINIAN POLICE AND OTHER OFFICIAL RECORDS IN JULY 2001 FOR THE BENEFIT OF AMERICAN COMPANIES, INDIVIDUALS, AND OTHERS REQUIRING SUCH INFORMATION. THIS MATERIAL HAS BEEN PREPARED BY LOCAL STAFF BUT NOT PROFESSIONALLY EDITED.

A. GENERAL CRIME  

UKRAINE 

THE U.S. URGES THE UKRAINIAN GOVERNMENT TO CONTINUE TO CRACK DOWN ON THE MANUFACTURE OF THE PIRATE CDS.  

THE U.S. STATE DEPARTMENT HAS RATED UKRAINE AMONG THE COUNTRIES WHICH DO NOT MEET MINIMAL STANDARDS IN COUNTERING TRAFFICKING IN HUMANS.  

ON JULY 12 THE FUGITIVE UKRAINIAN CRIMINAL LEADER VICTOR AVDYSHEV WAS ARRESTED IN RUSSIA.  

KIEV 

ON JULY 5, THE RADA DID NOT COLLECT ENOUGH VOTES (191 VOTES FOR, 81 VOTES AGAINST) TO PASS THE CABINET'S BILL DESIGNED TO CURB THE MANUFACTURE AND SALE OF THE PIRATE CDS.

TWO POLICEMEN, WHO BEAT UP JUDGE VASILIY SHYMANSKI OF THE KIEV MUNICIPAL COURT AT A POLICE STATION IN SPRING IN KIEV, HAVE BEEN CHARGED ON JULY 3 OF ABUSE OF AUTHORITY AND PUT IN THE PRE-TRIAL CUSTODY.

ON JULY 7 SBU SEARCHED AN APARTMENT OF THE LEADER OF STUDENTS, WHO SEIZED THE COMMUNIST PARTY HEADQUARTERS IN KIEV LAST YEAR.  DURING THE SEARCH AN ACTIVIST OF THE STUDENT GROUP SAMOSTIYNA UKRAYINA WAS ARRESTED.  

ON JULY 18 THE GENERAL PROSECUTOR'S OFFICE ANNOUNCED THEIR FINDINGS ON THE FIRM "TOP SERVIS". THE GROUP WAS INVOLVED IN AT LEAST 17 CRIMES,  INCLUDING THREE KILLINGS. THE VICE PROSECUTOR SUGGESTED THAT THE GROUP COULD HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN THE YET UNSOLVED KILLING OF STOCK EXCHANGE HEAD VADYM HETMAN AND SOUTHWESTERN RAILWAYS HEAD BORYS OLIJNYK.

ZAPORIZHIIA 

IN EARLY JULY, A ZAPORIZHZHIA TV REPORTER, DMYTRO MOROZOV WAS BEATEN BY UNIDENTIFIED ASSAILANTS.  SEVERAL DAYS BEFORE THE ASSAULT HE RECEIVED A WARNING THAT HE WOULD BE BEATEN UNLESS HE REPORTS WELL ABOUT THE MAYOR OF ZAPORIZHZIIA.

DONETSK OBLAST 

ON JULY 3, A TV REPORTER, DIRECTOR OF THE TV COMPANY "TOR" IHOR OLEKSANDROV, WAS BEATEN WITH BASEBALL BEATS BY UNIDENTIFIED ASSAILANTS IN THE STAIRWELL OF HIS TV STUDIO IN THE TOWN OF SLOVIANSK, DONETSK OBLAST.  HE IS STILL IN COMA WITH A BROKEN SKULL.  ON JULY 7 IHOR OLEKSANDROV DIED IN A HOSPITAL. PARLIAMENTARIAN SHEKHOVTSOV WROTE IN AN INTERNET SITE THAT THE DONETSK CLAN IS PREPARING FOR ELECTIONS.  SHEKHOVTSOV WRITES THAT ALEKSANDROV'S TV COMPANY TOR HAS BEEN PURCHASED BY A MEMBER OF DONETSK CLAN, PARLIAMENTARIAN LESHCHYNSKY, AND THAT ALEKSANDROV PLANNED TO LEGALLY BREAK AWAY FROM TOR WITH TOR'S FREQUENCY.

CRIMEA 

THE CRIMEAN PREMIER KUNITSYN HAS SAID THAT HE WILL TAKE UNDER HIS SUPERVISION THE INVESTIGATION INTO THE KILLING OF A CRIMEAN TATAR IN POLICE CUSTODY IN THE CRIMEA ON JULY 12.  

LVIV 

TWO GRENADES WERE THROWN INTO A APARTMENT WINDOW BELONGING TO A LVIV BUSINESSMAN IN THE MIDDLE OF THE NIGHT. THE BUSINESSMAN, WHO DEALT WITH CAR PARTS, AND HIS WIFE WERE INJURED. A CHILD SLEEPING IN THE ADJOINING ROOM WAS NOT HURT.

ZHYTOMYR 

DURING THE FIRST PART OF THIS YEAR THERE WERE 316 TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS ON THE STREETS OF ZHYTOMYR.  76 PEOPLE DIED AND 318 PEOPLE WERE INJURED IN THESE TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS.  THE FIGURES ARE ALMOST IDENTICAL TO THE PREVIOUS YEAR.

MUKACHEV 

ON JULY 25TH FIFTEEN IRAQI CITIZENS WERE DETAINED BY THE BORDER GUARDS IN WESTERN UKRAINE.  THE IRAQI CITIZENS, WHO HAD TRAVELED VIA MOSCOW TO MUKACHEV WERE UNDER THE FALSE ASSUMPTION THAT WHEN THEY ARRIVED THEY HAD ALREADY CROSSED THE BORDER TO GERMANY.  ONE OF THE IRAQI CITIZENS WAS DETAINED FOR CONCEALING DRUGS WHEREAS THE OTHER ILLEGALS WERE SENT TO THE DETENTION CAMP.

B. CHORNOBYL

TWO MEN FROM CHERNIHIV ATTEMPTED TO STEAL THREE RADIOACTIVE TANK ENGINES FROM THE CHERNOBYL ZONE. KIEVSKA OBLAST LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS DETAINED THE INDIVIDUALS.

KIEV 

C. GONGADZE UPDATE

KIEV 

ON JULY 1 DEPUTY PROSECUTOR GENERAL BAGANETS HAS DECLINED THE REQUEST BY REPORTERS WITHOUT BORDERS TO HOLD ADDITIONAL DNA TESTS ON GONGADZE'S BODY.  GONGADZE'S MOTHER HAS NOT YET RECEIVED A FORMAL DENIAL FROM THE PROCURACY.  

ACCORDING TO THE HUMAN RIGHTS OMBUDSWOMAN KARPACHOVA, THE PROSECUTOR GENERAL'S OFFICE IS PREPARED TO CONSIDER THE QUESTION OF HOLDING NEW DNA TESTS ON GONGADZE'S BODY. KARPACHOVA SAID THAT TO THIS END SOME FOREIGN GOVERNMENT BODY SHOULD APPLY TO THE UKRAINIAN PROCURACY.

VALERIY IVASIUK, AN ADVISOR TO THE RADA AD-HOC COMMISSION ON GONGADZE CASE, WHO SOUGHT ASYLUM IN BRITAIN, HAS SAID THAT HE WILL GET BACK HIS UKRAINIAN PASSPORT FROM THE BRITISH AUTHORITIES AND RETURN TO UKRAINE.  IVASIUK EXPLAINED THAT HE DECIDED TO RETURN TO UKRAINE IN CONNECTION WITH ADOPTION BY THE RADA OF THE AMENDMENTS DESIGNED TO REFORM JUDICIARY.  

D. DEMONSTRATIONS

CRIMEA 

ON JULY 5 ONE HUNDRED CRIMEAN TATAR DEMONSTRATORS THREATENED TO SEIZE THE TOWN HALL IN ALUSHTA IN PROTEST AGAINST THE UNFAIR LAND DISTRIBUTION AND HIGH FEES COLLECTED FROM THE LOCAL MARKET VENDORS. THE CRIMEAN TATAR DEMONSTRATORS HAVE BLOCKED THE YALTA-SIMFEROPOL HIGHWAY. 

E. PROSTITUTION

UKRAINE 

A LOCAL NEWSPAPER REPORTED ABOUT THE PROSECUTION OF TWO MEN FOR SUPPLYING UKRAINIAN WOMEN FOR BROTHELS ABROAD. ONLY 10 CRIMINAL CASES WERE OPENED AGAINST SLAVE TRAFFICKERS IN 2001.

BULGARIA 

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS ARRESTED ONE UKRAINIAN AND THREE BULGARIAN PIMPS IN SOFIA. TEN UKRAINIAN WOMEN AND FOUR BULGARIAN WOMEN WORKED THE BARS.  THE WOMEN CHARGED USD 25 PER HOUR. THE WOMEN WERE SENT BACK TO UKRAINE.

ZAPORIZHIIA 

MEMBERS OF A PROSTITUTION RING HAVE BEEN UNCOVERED IN VASYLYVSKY REGION.  THE GROUP CONSISTED OF THREE UKRAINIANS AND ONE GEORGIAN CITIZEN.  THE GROUP SENT OVER 40 WOMEN TO TURKEY TO WORK AS PROSTITUTES.  THE LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS ALSO CONFISCATED LOCAL BANK DOCUMENTS THAT ALLOWED THE GROUP TO RECEIVE FOREIGN CURRENCY FROM TURKEY.

G. HEALTH 

UKRAINE 

A KIEV NEWSPAPER REPORTED ABOUT THE POOR LABOR SAFETY STANDARDS IN UKRAINE. ACCORDING TO OFFICIAL STATISTICS, IN THE FIRST HALF OF 2001, 553 PEOPLE WERE KILLED IN ACCIDENTS AT WORK, INCLUDING 104 PEOPLE KILLED IN AGRICULTURE AND 100 PEOPLE KILLED IN ACCIDENTS IN THE COAL MINING SECTOR

AS OF JULY 20TH THE GOVERNMENT HAS REGISTERED 300 CASES OF MUSHROOM POISONING.

H. PRISONS

UKRAINE 

ACCORDING TO THE HUMAN RIGHTS OMBUDSWOMAN, NINA KARPACHOVA, IN 2000, 13,528 ARBITRARILY OR WRONGFULLY DETAINED PEOPLE WERE RELEASED FROM THE PRE-TRIAL DETENTION CENTERS.

ACCORDING TO THE HUMAN RIGHTS OMBUDSWOMAN KARPACHOVA, OF 227,000 UKRAINIAN PRISONERS, SOME 45 THOUSAND ARE DETAINEES AT PRE-TRIAL DETENTION CENTERS.  KARPACHOVA COMPLAINED ALSO  ABOUT POOR PRISON CONDITIONS AND COMMON TORTURE IN CUSTODY.

I. CORRUPTION

KIEV 
DERKACH'S INTERNET SITE VERSII SPECULATES THAT THE RECENT INTERNET REVELATIONS ABOUT THE FORMER SBU CHIEF DERKACH'S TIES WITH CRIMINAL LEADERS MIGHT BE A U.S. ATTEMPT TO ELIMINATE THE PRO-RUSSIAN LOBBY IN PRESIDENT KUCHMA'S ENTOURAGE AND ALSO TRY TO FURTHER SMEAR PRESIDENT KUCHMA. 

ON JULY 6, IN CONNECTION WITH YELTSOV'S PUBLICATION ABOUT THE DERKACH FAMILY, THE RADA ENDORSED ANOTHER GRYGORIY OMELCHENKO'S APPEAL TO THE PROSECUTOR GENERAL AND SBU CHIEF URGING THEM TO INVESTIGATE WHETHER THE LEAK OF STATE SECRETS OCCURRED.  

U.S. EMBASSY KIEV REGIONAL SECURITY

